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FROM THE PASTOR
How do you respond to junk mail?
I toss mine away quicker than I wrote the
above sentence. I’m bombarded with
garbage throughout the week:
telemarketers wanting to buy my home—I
do hope these conversations are not
taped—I enjoy having a job.
I receive wonderful news each week,
informing me that 5 million dollars is
under my name—all I have to do is pass
on my account number and monies are
transferred to my checking account. I
promised Tom I would tithe 10% to the
pastor’s fund.
I have a rotation of 30 unwanted emails
which will not respond to un-subscription
request—they will outlast the apocalypse.

Friends, I trust the spiritual options
listed below are not considered junk, of
such unimportance that invitations are
scanned, deleted or tossed away.
Spiritual tools offered from Ash
Wednesday to Easter Sunday assist
forming you into the image of Jesus.
Please review the following Worship,
Discipleship, and artistic options:

Worship from Ash Wednesday
to Easter
Ash Wednesday the first day of Lent,
forty weekdays before Easter. The
practice of placing ashes on the
forehead symbolizes repentance and
contrition.
Continued on page two
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Wednesday, March 2nd you are invited
to join in-person, through Facebook or
via Youtube, as Third’s Lenten journey
begins.
Morning Worship, Sundays at 11 a.m.
will explore Happy to Be Led to the
Cross.
Good Friday, April 15, 7 p.m.,
Sanctuary Perseid String Quartet
Seder Service, Wednesday, April 13
6 p.m. in Johnson Hall, remembers
Jesus’ encounter with his disciples in the
Upper Room.
Easter Sunday, April 17, is a joyous
celebration of resurrection and reunion.

Care for the Soul: Discipleship
from Ash Wednesday to Easter
Reproductions and original paintings by
Third members are displayed in the
Narthex. Beside each painting is a
spiritual guide for further reflection.

Care for the Soul: Weekly Small
Group Discipleship Groups
College and Career:
Monday nights at 7 p.m. - College and
Career will receive zoom invitation for
discipleship discussion on Centering
Prayer and Prayer Walking with Rev.
Drew Phillips and Natalie Thiems.
Adults:
Tuesday nights at 6 p.m. - all adults are
invited to discover spiritual practices
suggested by Ulrich Zwingli, Philip
Yancey, Anne Lamott, Martin Bucer and
Frederick Buechner.
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Youth:
Third youth are invited to join Rev. Drew
Phillips each Wednesday night at 7
p.m. via Zoom. Drew will guide our
youth through Lenten Words and
Practice.

Care for the Soul: Bible
Readings from Lent to Easter
All are challenged to discover and
reflect on Martin Luther’s experience of
grace, reading Galatians, Romans and
Hebrews, Scriptures that profoundly
influenced Luther’s call to freedom.
John Calvin’s first sentence from The
Institutes offers insight to all pilgrims:
Nearly all wisdom you possess
consists in two parts;
The knowledge of God and
the knowledge of ourselves.
God’s blessings on your call to
adventure…
Grace and Peace,
Tommy

Sunday, April 17 – Easter Morning
9:30 a.m.
Breakfast in Strauss Park &
All-ages Easter Egg Hunt
(Moved to Johnson Fellowship Hall
in case of inclement weather)

Family
Ministries

Rev. Drew Phillips
Minister to Families

Dates to remember:
Senior High Camp: Sun, July 10Sat, July 16 (9th-12th grade)
Junior High Camp: Sun, July 17Sat, July 23 (6th-8thgrade)
To register go here:
https://www.lsbconline.com/
Our college group will focus on centering
prayer, using different types of prayer:
the breath prayer, the examen, prayer
walking.

For camp questions call or email
Drew. Our Lenten theme this year is
“Care of the Soul.”

Our families of youth and children will be
given word-a-day Lenten calendars that
contain 46 words one for each day of
Lent plus Sundays with an activity to do
as a family or alone centered around that
word.
We will begin on Ash Wednesday, March
2nd. I hope you can join us in person or
online for our service.
I also invite our families to use the
Narthex space (behind the sanctuary) to
participate in the stations of the cross,
look and meditate on the sacred art
Tommy has selected and given thought
to, and walk the labyrinth.
Lent is a journey.
Maybe during this Lent, Easter, and
Resurrection season we can take a
moment each day and center ourselves
in God’s deep love and constant
invitation.

Godly Play Spoken Here

Ugandan Stations of the Cross

The Christian Activity Center (CAC) in East St. Louis, IL, is a historic Baptist ministry.
Their Mission: To prepare youth in East St. Louis for successful futures: spiritually,
academically, and physically.
The CAC’s 2021 annual report highlights the collective efforts. To name a few successes:
• Over 400 children were adopted during our annual Secret Santa Christmas
campaign
• Back to school supplies were distributed to over 200 students throughout the
community
• Through various partnerships, we were able to host three vaccination clinics
and two community health forums for our residents, where we shared over
600 boxes of fresh meat and produce.
For years members of Third have adopted children for
the CAC’s Secret Santa Christmas campaign.
If you would like to help by shopping, wrapping,
or simply want to know more about this program
please contact Judy Parham judithparham@gmail.com
or Drew Phillips at dphillips@third-baptist.org.
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Musical Notes
PHILIP BARNES, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

Music and Readings in March
It is worth re-stating that Third is intentional in its selection of music and readings created by
women artists; our advocacy is not only deliberate, but it’s also common sense. Look at the
rich contribution that women have made to expressions of faith, and you’ll see why we’ve
taken this decision. Lament, too, that even now in 2022, this is a rare stance in St. Louis and
beyond.

…

March will see verse from Annie Johnson Flint & Jessie Brown Pounds, and music from Cindy
Berry, Josephine Poelinitz, Laura Story, and Suzanne Toolan. In addition, our friend Sasha
Johnson Manning will contribute her latest installment to her piano cycle for TBC, “The
Year,” and the choir will sing her setting of “De Profundis” that she wrote for Third a few
years ago.

…

In the same spirit we’re delighted to welcome to our music team Dr. Sarah Bereza, who will
direct our music during Philip Barnes’s absence this month and next. Philip has been
awarded a fellowship to work at the Bogliasco Foundation in Genoa, Italy: his project is to
create new translations of choruses from Sophocles’ tragedy, “Antigone,” that will offer
composers a new libretto to set for choirs.

Lukasz Kobus, European Commission, via Wikimedia Commons
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Recognized as a leading
women’s choir in Minnesota,
The Women’s Choir of St.
Catherine University, St.
Paul, MN, will present a
public concert perform at
2 p.m., Sunday March 20,
at the Third Baptist. Their
program of sacred and
secular works includes
repertoire from a variety of
styles and periods, classic to
contemporary, and will
particularly highlight music
of women composers, from
19th-century Clara
Schumann to those still
writing today.
All members of Third and
their friends are cordially
invited to attend. Admission
is free.

Volunteers Needed!
The Windows Class is spearheading an effort to sponsor an Afghan refugee family
through the International Institute of St. Louis. Sponsorship would entail the help of 5-10
individuals who could volunteer some time. Contact with the refugee family would be
mainly limited to 9 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays, helping to set up living space, with some caseby-case exceptions. Needed are volunteers who could help for a couple hours once or
twice during the day to help them get set up with medical care and learn where to go for
emergencies. Reach out to Robin Bailey to volunteer or get more information.
With more people, there is less overall commitment: ideally 2-3 times over 6 months for
a couple hours to assist in miscellaneous tasks, with a core team working out availability
for emergencies so there is always someone on call.
The Institute would be grateful to take your donations at any time: especially gift cards
for Target, Amazon, or grocery stores. Visit https://www.iistl.org/donate-items/
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FIND THE PODCAST EVERY KINDA PEOPLE
ON THE THIRD BAPTIST WEBSITE
MARCH BIRTHDAYS
01
02
03
04
05
08
09
10
11
16
17
20
22
23
25
28
29

Michelle Robinson
Kaionto Dabney
Juanita Wallis
Maria Bradford
Gracie Moore
Virgil Dickinson
Nancy Furgerson
Brent Johnson
Tom Kurtz
& Steven Spencer
Marquis Johnson
Naomi Thiems
Lynn Spencer
Richard Stevenson
Patricia Whitt
Elizabeth Berger
& Tena Thompson
Christie Kincannon
Don Wainright
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In the city for good!
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St. Louis, MO 63103
Office 314.533.7340
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