
Third Base 

  Third Base | 1  

 

•

continued on page two 

From the Pastor 

Welcome Drew and Dani Phillips to our beloved community! 

The Stewardship Committee wisely approaches Stewardship from a  
perspective of thanksgiving and celebration. 
 
In conjunction, Stewardship is tethered to our worship experience—not 
set aside as a fundraising activity. The pledging of our resources is a  
spiritual act of worship. 
 
The following schedule will be familiar to long time members—with two 
differences. 
 
*Stewardship emphasis is a few weeks earlier. Why? The goal is to vote 
and pledge 2020 budget before we enter Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Season. As a result, following an Advent Service we will not  
transition into called business meeting. 
 

*Stewardship season will conclude with an opportunity to bless others in our community. Instead of  
focusing inward Third will share our resources with our community. Gift bags will be prepared and  
delivered to Third’s homebound and families in need of resources. 
 
Here’s our Stewardship flow for 2020 
Theme: I’m In 
 
*All church members will receive letter, containing pledge card and Stewardship information, week of 
August 18. 

I’M 

IN a new city 

I’M 

IN a new church 

I’M 

IN a new you 

I’M 

“I believe that the young are not the, ‘church of the  
future’ but, rather are the, ‘church of the present, too.’ 
Third’s commitment to them and to their spiritual  
formation and participation in the life of the church in 
service to the world convinces me that God has holy 
things in store for us together.” 

Drew Phillips 
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*Stewardship cards will be returned as part of Third’s worship experience—Sunday, September 
15, 22 and 29. 
 
*Blessing to our community will occur following worship Sunday, October 6. 

 
*Church Council will review budget November 3. 
 
*Third will vote on budget, following Morning Worship Sunday, November 17. 
 
~ 
 
One other note about Stewardship—the financial health of Third depends on three legs which 
hold up one stool. 
Leg number one is Third’s Foundation. 
Leg number two is income received from Northside Community School and to some degree our 
parking lot funds. 
The third leg is tithes and offerings from Third Baptist members and guests. 
 
~ 
Bottom line, Third’s Stewardship emphasis encourages our household of faith to hold up that one 
leg of the stool. 
 
And you continue to do this with your faithfulness and generosity. 
This is a cause to celebrate! 
 
May we journey through this season as a time of renewal and thanksgiving—all of us have been 
gifted to participate in a remarkable church and congregation. 
 
In a culture so divided—Third is desperately needed as a model of love amidst diversity and  

prioritizing relationship over balkanization. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Tommy 
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September Sermon Series 

BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW!  

VIEW TOWARD BASE OF MOUNT SAINT HELEN’S  

“Did I offer peace today? Did I bring a smile to someone's face? Did I say 
words of healing? Did I let go of my anger and resentment? Did I forgive? Did 
I love? These are the real questions. I must trust that the little bit of love that 

I sow now will bear many fruits, here in this world and the life to come.” 
Henri Nouwen 
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Ancient Israel is illuminated by archaeological research. 
The most significant of these discoveries will enhance your knowledge and appreciation of 
Scripture and heritage. 
You will discover, through word and text, an insightful perspective on “who we are” and 
“where we are from”. 

Wednesday Night Adult Discipleship 
Dinner is served at 5pm 

6pm- Scripture in Archaeology and History 

 
Church Council Meeting 

 
Sunday, September 15 

Following worship 

 
Business Meeting 

 
Sunday, September 29 

Following worship 
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Music in Worship 
Following a summer schedule that featured the individual talents of some of our music staff, we 
return this month to fully choral services. and for this we have an auspicious beginning. On  
September 1st the TBC musicians have the privilege of premiering a brand new piece written to 
honor Sarah Bryan Miller, classical music critic of the Post-Dispatch. In recognition of the two 
decades and more that Bryan has devoted to the artistic life of our city, a consortium of choirs 
came together to commission a new setting of Psalm 121. Its affirming message suits so well 
both the occasion - the Labor Day weekend - and also Bryan's determined resistance to the can-
cer that has assailed her for several years. As you hear these familiar words of King David, please 
commit Bryan to your prayers for continued strength against this terrible affliction. 
 
The music has been written by the distinguished British composer, Judith Bingham, a long time 
admirer of Bryan's work as a champion of new music. The consortium of choirs that will perform 
this psalm over the next few months include TBC; two Episcopalian churches - St. Peter's, Ladue, 
and Holy Communion, University City; Congregation Shaare Emeth, Creve Coeur; Washington 
University's Department of Music; the Saint Louis Chamber Chorus. 
 
Our advocacy of women composers continues this month with works not only by Judith Bing-
ham, but also Jeanne Demessieux, Emma Lou Diemer, Dobrinka Tabakova, and Marilyn  
Thompson. And we will reprise "A New Heart" written for TBC by the Philadelphia-based  
composer, Melissa Dunphy. Incidentally, Melissa will be returning to St. Louis at the start of  
October (6th) for the world premiere of her latest piece for the Saint Louis Chamber Chorus. 
 
Finally, it is worth restating that all these musical works have been selected to enhance our  
services. Our typical 'smorgasbord' of repertoire will complement the major theme for the  
Messages this month, "Behold, I Make All Things New." With that in mind, how appropriate to 
include new pieces in our worship! Even in its music TBC is, indeed, "a different kind of Baptist." 

The Agape Sunday School Class  
The Greek term Agape refers to the highest form of love, the kind of love that God shows to us. In 
the Agape Class, our goal is to learn more about God’s love for us, and how we can love Him, each 
other, and humankind with that same kind of love. We learn about God’s love by studying the 
Scriptures together, particularly the life of Christ and his disciples. We also take time to pray for 
and care for each other, often getting together for fellowship in our homes. This class, which is 
missional in focus, is open to everyone, whether you’ve been attending church your whole life or 
have never stepped foot into a church until now. If you desire to follow Christ or if you aren’t sure 
about Christianity but just want to learn more, the Agape Class welcomes you. We love to wel-
come university students to our class, including international students and scholars.  
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From the Minister to Families 
 
Dear Third Family, 
 
Dani and I are so grateful to be here serving, worshipping, and growing with you. Thank you for 
your kind and generous welcome! 
 
I am excited about working with Third’s families. I am already encouraged by the youth with 
whom I met in Sunday School, what a delightful group of young people who love their church and 
desire to make what happens at church matter outside of church. I am anxious to meet with the 
children and get to know all of you parents.  
 
I hope to get to know as many of you as possible in the coming weeks. Please be gracious as I 
learn names and match faces. I plan on listening much and dreaming with you as to how God 
might lead us. 
 
I believe that the young are not the, “church of the future” but, rather are the, “church of the  
present, too.” Third’s commitment to them and to their spiritual formation and participation in the 
life of the church in service to the world convinces me that God has holy things in store for us  
together. 
 
Please look for invites from me for coffee or toasted ravioli or one of the many other gifts of the 
city to the people.  
 
In the mean time feel free to contact me: dphillips@third-baptist.org or 618-334-9011 to meet and 
share ideas. 
 
I am grateful to God that we get to serve together and ask that you pray for me as I pray for you. 
 
Peace and love, 
Drew 

Welcome Celebration for  
Drew and Dani Phillips 

 

On Sunday, September 22nd, Drew and Dani's  
arrival will be officially celebrated following  
Morning Worship. Lunch will be served. All of 
our church family is asked to bring house 
warming item or gift card. Your generous 
offerings will be presented to Drew and Dani 
during the welcome celebration.  

mailto:dphillips@third-baptist.org
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Sunday Schedule 

9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee 
 Fellowship 
9:45 AM Sunday School  
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary 
Noon Fellowship,  
 Pillsbury Threshold 
 

Wednesday Schedule 
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner 
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study,  
 Children’s Activities,  
 Youth Activities 
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal 

 September Birthdays 

1 Demetria Bryant, Pam Dzunu 
2 Alan Jay 
3 Lela Jones 
8 Danny Lawrence 
11 Andre McDaniel 
12 Juan Moore 
14 Lera Bryant 
17 Willard Swyers 
22 Demetrius Bryant 
24 Judy Vansickle 
28 Frank Watson 
29 Dave Walser 
30 Mary Wainwright 

September Events 

1 Regular Sunday Schedule 

2 Labor Day: Church Offices Closed 

3 WMS, Staff Meeting 

4 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

6 Friday Pipes 

8 Regular Sunday Schedule 

10 WMS, Staff Meeting 

11 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

13 Friday Pipes 

15 Regular Sunday Schedule, Church Council 

17 Staff Meeting 

18 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

20 Friday Pipes 

22 Regular Sunday Schedule, Welcome  

Celebration for Drew & Dani Phillips 

24 Staff Meeting 

25 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

27 Friday Pipes 

29 Regular Sunday Schedule, Business Meeting 

 



In the city for good! 

620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103 

Church Office: 314.533.7340 

third-baptist.org 

 
Dr. Tommy Simons 

PASTOR 

Rev. Maria Stinnett 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  

MISSIONS &  
COMMUNICATIONS 

Dr. Edem Dzunu 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

Rev. Drew Phillips 
MINISTER TO FAMILIES 

Dr. Philip Barnes 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

Ella Banks 
RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASSISTANT 

Byron Greer 
BUILDING SUPERVISOR 

Timothy Harrison 
CUSTODIAN 

Karen Stewart & 
Linda Freiburghaus 
CHURCH HISTORIANS 

Brent Johnson 
ORGANIST 

 

Tom Kurtz 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Lansin Lim Kimler 
PIANIST 

Christine McCarthy 
FINANCE 

Raymond Murphy 
CUSTODIAN 

Sally Stevenson 
PARISH NURSE 

Staff 


