Third Base
•

From the Pastor
King Louis XVI, as portrayed by Mel Brooks in History of the World, Part I, is a debased and profane leader.
King Louis will do what he wants, when he wants, with no accountability—I mean, who’s going to say no. He
can verbally attack and abuse at will.
After each episode of depravity, King Louis will look toward the camera and say, “It’s Good To Be King!”
~

The grandeur of coronation, in biblical ethics, is equated with increased responsibility and humility.
It is good to be king—because of the good you can do for your people.
It’s good to be king—because honor is bestowed by becoming a servant to all.
Paul quoted an ancient hymn in Philippians:

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus:
Who, though he was in the form of God,
Did not regard equality with God
As something to be exploited.
But Christ emptied himself.
Taking the form of a slave.
Being born into human likeness.
And being found in human form.
Christ humbled himself
And became obedient even to the point of death—
Even death on a cross.
~
Dear ones, you are the hands and feet of God. You are the righteousness of God.
Therefore, all of us are encouraged to serve and submit to one another in love.
Kings do not have prominent seats at the table. The proper mode of kingship is to walk in love with all
people—particularly those on the margins—with little or no power or influence. The seat of honor is for the
“lowly”—kings are serving and bringing food to guests—not prominently displayed on an elevated platform.

continued on page two
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Word from the Pastor

Christian joy and maturity is found in service. And the world already has its quota of blowhards—
and those who use each interplay— as an opportunity to display their Machiavellian skills and
manipulation.
Let’s offer a better way…
Coronation and Responsibility is our focus for worship in the next few weeks.
You have been given much; and much is required as a follower of Jesus.

Therefore,
As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
You will discover—from a slightly different perspective—It is good to be king.
And finally, I want to offer my congratulations to Philip Barnes.
Friday, May 10 Philip will receive an honorary Doctorate in Human
Letters, in recognition of three decades with Saint Louis Chamber
Chorus from the Aquinas Institute of Theology at Saint Louis
University.
I have been blessed to partner with this exceptionally gifted artist.
And while impressed with his musical gifts— I continue to be thankful for gifts beyond profession. God has blessed Philip with a rare
combination of artistic and “skills of the heart.” Philip can look
beyond group and spend time caring, teaching and ministering to
the individual. I suspect he may not be pleased with this type of
praise. Yet, Philip continues to stubbornly close his life to the music
of Bob Dylan. In years to come, I will continue to call out this
heresy—in the meantime—on behalf of Third—congratulations and
may God continue to write chapters of grace into your remarkable
story.

Grace and Peace,
Tommy
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Adult Discipleship

Wednesday Night for Adults
American Christian History
Aaron Griffith
May 1 and May 8

Aaron Griffith is a postdoctoral research fellow at Danforth Center on
Religion and Politics at Washington University.
Aaron’s research and teaching focus on the history of Christianity in the
United States. Aaron is currently working on a book on the history of
evangelical influence in American criminal justice and prisons.
Wednesday nights study will focus on special topics related to American
Christian History, with an eye toward practical matters of faith and
everyday life.
Aaron and Eliza are active participants at Third and have been a tremendous addition and help to our community of faith.
May 15
A final session before summer break led by Tommy
Peter and Paul: Lessons in Conflict and Cooperation
Summer will involve various home fellowships. Dates and times for these
fellowships will be available in June issue of Third Base and through our
usual avenues of communication through email, web and Facebook.
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Church & Community

Palm Sunday 2019

Tim and Mona Renew Vows Following Worship
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Music & Worship

STORY ONE
As the theme for our Message will be “Coronation & Responsibility” you may expect a fair amount of music that explores the
role of kings & queens from Biblical times to the recent past.
We begin with selections from Handel’s oratorio “Solomon”,
and progress musically from King David to Herod, from the
Russian Tsars to Queen Victoria. Contrasted with the baroque
writing of Handel are spirituals and contemporary American
classics by Randall Thompson and Leo Sowerby.
Lovers of the PBS show “Victoria” will be happy to hear the choir sing the “Alleluia” written by Martin
Phipps for the series, while the end of month will see a Sunday given over to Russian repertoire, with
contributions from Glazunov, Gretchaninoff, and Tchaikovsky.

This sequence of Messages ends on June 2 with various pieces & hymns that contemplate coronations
in general; composers include Langlais, Meyerbeer & Walton.
Throughout the month worshippers will enjoy some outstanding piano music, chosen to showcase the
new Steinway grand: composers include Granados, Domenico Scarlatti, and Dobrinka Tabakova.

STORY TWO
Various members of the choir will join Music Director Philip Barnes on Sunday, Mary 26, for the
season finale for the Saint Chamber Chorus. The program, to be performed at 3 pm at Temple Shaare
Emeth in Creve Coeur. The music celebrates the concept of ‘Hope’ and includes a new piece specially
written for the occasion by Tony Silvestri (words) and Mårten Jansson (music); Mårten is flying to St.
Louis for the premiere. Tickets are available from (636) 458-4343, or may be purchase online
at www.chamberchorus.org

STORY THREE
Third Baptist is one of a consortium of churches, synagogues and organizations who have combined
to commission a new psalm setting in honor of Sarah Bryan Miller, longtime classical music critic of
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. The distinguished British composer, Judith Bingham, whose output Bryan
has championed, has agreed to write a version of Psalm 121. This piece will be used in worship
at Third Baptist in the fall.
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Children & Youth

Youth Sunday School
Youth Sunday School in May will be facilitated by Pastor Tommy Simons and Aaron
Griffith. All youth are invited to Sunday School in the youth department each week at
9:45 AM.

Graduate Recognition: Sunday, May 5
High School Graduate, Jonathan Watson, will be recognized in Morning Worship

Summer 2019
Music and Arts Camp
for children who have completed first grade through fifth grade

June 10—14
Children’s Camp
June 23—26
for first through fourth grades

Youth Camp
July 14-20

Vacation Bible School
July 12– 13
for ages three through completed fifth grade
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1 Regular Wednesday Schedule
3

May Events

May Events
May Birthdays

Friday Pipes

5 Graduate Recognition Sunday
Regular Sunday Schedule

3 Jonathan Watson
6 Peggy Jenkins, Gary Thompson

7 WMS, Staff Meeting

7 Arlivia Ross

8 Regular Wednesday Schedule

14 Rosalee Tyler

10 Friday Pipes

15 Stephen Gray

12 Mother’s Day

18 Berneice Donnelly, Eunsil Stevenson,
Sally Stevenson

Regular Sunday Schedule
14 WMS, Staff Meeting

27 Julie Bruenger

15 Regular Wednesday Schedule
17 Friday Pipes
18 Food Pantry
19 Regular Sunday Schedule
Church Council Meeting
21 Staff Meeting
22 Choir Rehearsal
26 Regular Sunday Schedule
27 Memorial Day—Church Offices Closed
29 Choir Rehearsal

Sunday Schedule
9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee
Fellowship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary
Noon
Fellowship,
Pillsbury Threshold
Wednesday Schedule
3:15 PM Third Readers
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study,
Children’s Activities,
Youth Activities
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
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In the city for good!
620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103
Church Office: 314.533.7340
third-baptist.org
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