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Pastor’s Report 
Dr. Tommy Simons 

Caren, Carson, Colton and I have now traveled 3 and a half years with our household of faith at Third Baptist 

Church. 

 

Colton will enter middle school in August and Carson will begin final preparations for college—journeying 

through his senior year. 

 

We partner together in the drama of life—exits and entrances—life and death—joy and sorrow. 

 

Time passes quickly! 

 

With that in mind, may we continue to focus on eternal, instead of temporal matters. This plays out in several 

ways in our healthy congregation: 

 

 Insist on connection and fellowship; even when there is disagreement on a policy or vote. 

 A proper understanding of the dignity of each person—“you are more important to me than your politics, 

sexuality or theological positions.” Jesus teaches us to focus on the heart of the matter—not our traditions 

and ceremonies. 

 As we navigate twists and turns in our personal stories—restoration, support and encouragement is part 

of our culture at Third. 

 The table of fellowship is round, with no seat of “prominence” or “superiority” with an unoccupied 

chair—open to all saints and sinners—I am definitely the latter. 

 

Third is a diverse community. We travel from Edwardsville, Illinois to apartment buildings just across the 

street.  

 

And we must continue a much longer and important journey—traveling across cultural divides. Not settling 

with conversations and connections within our own echo chambers.  

 

My encouragement to you is keep pressing on. We have made good progress in our time together. God contin-

ues to grace Third with new members who have enhanced and affirmed who we are and what we are about. 

Third is blessed with an exceptional leadership team of teachers, deacons, committee members and staff—

laboring together—serving In the City for Good. 

 

Thank you God for our relational vitality and financial health. Thank you for the commitment of all these dear 

ones who devote time, talent and treasure—working where God has planted us—at the corner of Third and 

Washington. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Dr. Tommy Simons 
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Church Council and Executive Committee 
Juan Moore, Moderator 

Third Baptist Church continued to be a place of faith and support for our members and a “light in the city” 

in 2018 as we worshipped, celebrated and welcomed new members together. Dr. Tommy Simons, Reverend 

Maria Stinnett and Reverend Travis Adams, along with many dedicated lay leaders, worked throughout the 

year to provide us with many opportunities to come together as a community.  We fully supported Travis 

Adams as he made plans for his new married life and work in Scotland as he also supported our efforts in 

the search process for his replacement. Philip Barnes, along with our pianist, Lansin Lim Kimler, organist, 

Brent Johnson, and our ever-dedicated sanctuary choir continued to move us with their music and commit-

ment. Community outreach ministries such as the Food Pantry, under the leadership of Alexandria Hamil-

ton, Monica McDaniel-Collins and Bonnie McDaniel, along with a strong team of regular volunteers, have 

continued to share love and resources with our community through their monthly service. Crossover Bas-

ketball, WMS, Friday Pipe Concerts, partner events like the Martin Luther King, Jr. service with other local 

churches, and other ministries all demonstrate our commitment to serve in our community for good. Third 

Readers, under the leadership of Caren Simons and Robin Bailey, continues to make a difference in the lives 

of children in our community. In 2018, through the generosity of our Des Peres Fund, Dr. Edem Dzunu was 

brought on staff, in order to receive experience concerning his calling to the mission field. All of these and 

more are testaments to our faith that this is where God calls us to gather. 

 

The Church Council and Trustees, in conjunction with the Pastoral team and church staff, have continued to 

work together to make decisions that support the vitality of our building and ensure it is a welcoming and 

functional space for years to come. We welcomed North Side School into our church space in 2018 and that 

relationship continues to mature and flourish. We are also continuing to work with our neighbors as Grand 

Center continues to evolve.  The parking lot project has begun with a phase 1 buildout and there will be 

more positive changes as we continue to be relevant and an engaging neighbor within Grand Center.  The 

Children’s Department continues to enjoy their space. Projects to keep our spaces clean and updated are 

constantly in progress. The hard work behind the scenes accomplished by our team of dedicated mainte-

nance staff, led by Byron Greer who we are blessed to see recovering, cannot be over-estimated. 

 

We have much to be grateful for in the many lay leaders that served in 2018: 

Office of Secretary – Mike Thiems 

Office of Treasurer – Ken Blanton 

Deacon Chair – Clara Jackson 

Business Manager – Tom Kurtz 

Health & Wellness Ministry Team – Sally Stevenson 

Community Ministry – Alexandria Hamilton 

Children’s and Youth Ministry Team – Natalie Thiems 

Adult Ministry Team – Nancy Furgerson 

Global Missions – David Wigger 

Hospitality Team – Connie Vohsen 

Environmental Team – John Wilkerson  
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Administrative Committees: 

Communication - Deanna Davis 

Nominating – Evelyn Kurtz 

Stewardship  – Beverly Odell 

Personnel – Jerry Bryan 

Trustees – Ken Blanton 

Sound and Lighting – Howard Roos & Mike Thiems 

DPBC- Urban Ministries Board – Deborah Watson 

Foundation Board – Linda Roos 

 

2019 will provide us with the opportunity to show our faith and commitment to one another as we face 

changes that will come our way.  Together as a congregation and with the strong leadership of our pastoral 

team, church staff and lay leaders, we will meet those changes and listen for the ways in which God contin-

ues to call us to be a voice for peace and love in our community. 

 

I want to thank everyone for their patience, guidance and support during my first year as Moderator. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Juan Moore 

Church Moderator 

Church Council and Executive Committee continued 
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Board of Deacons 
Clara Jackson, Chair 

God has blessed Third Baptist Church with men and women who love the Lord and use their gifts to minis-

ter and serve others. The Deacons are just a small collection of these men and women. 

  

As a collective group and as individuals the Deacons are here to assist you, Third Baptist Church – we are 

here to pray for you and with you, rejoice and  grieve with you, as well as be a companion in your daily walk 

with Christ. 

 

Thank you, Diaconate, for serving the congregation of Third Baptist Church throughout 2018.  I know God 

will continue to bless you and to minster through you.  I am honored and proud to serve among you. 

 

2018 Board of Deacons:  Ella Banks, Rachael Barnes, Demetrius Bryant, Jerry Campbell, LaVerne Graham, 

Allie Hamilton, Chris Lee, Ron Littlejohn, Craig Robinson and Dave Walser 

 

“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 

Matthew 18:20 
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Des Peres Baptist Church Endowment Fund 
for Inner-City Ministries 

Deborah Aldrich-Watson, Chair 

This team is charged with distributing moneys from the Des Peres Fund to projects impacting ministries 

within the St. Louis urban areas that Third Baptist Church members are involved in. Applications are availa-

ble twice a year and are reviewed by DPF team members. 

 

In spring 2018, funds were distributed to the following applicants: 

Michelle Robinson   Public school teacher give-away 

Donna McDill    Christian Activity Center 

Edem Dzunu    Baobab Conference, Beyond Tolerance 

Tommy Simons   Interim Minister of Urban Ministries 

 

The following applicants received funds received funds in fall 2018: 

Maria Stinnett    Children’s Ministry assistant 

Brent Johnson    Pickering organ recital 

Sylvester Jacobs/Tommy Simons City Arts Project 

Monica McDaniel-Collins  Christmas Baskets and Food Pantry 

Demetrius Bryant   Crossover Basketball  

 

The team also worked this year on streamlining the process of determining the amount of money available 

and distributing it. In addition, we revised the application and front matter for clarity.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deborah Aldrich-Watson, Chair 
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Environmental Ministry Team 
Deanna Davis, Chair 

Team Members: Deanna Davis, John R. Wilkerson  

 

The goal of the Environmental Ministry Team is to help TBC members recognize our responsibility for the 

stewardship of God’s creation. We believe this is one way we can love God and our neighbors. We invite 

you to join our team.  

 

The primary efforts of our team revolve around recycling efforts and promoting sustainable practices in our 

local and more global environments.  

 

Recycling. Earth Circle Recycling continues to provide service. Continuing to promote sustainability team 

members visited a couple of Sunday School classes in 2018 to discuss “spiritual ecology” and what this 

means on a personal and community level. We are partnering with Northside Community School in a joint 

recycling effort going into 2019. The service currently furnishes three large rolling carts for the collection of 

items. These are located on the east wall of Johnson Hall. Clean and dry paper (without glitter, glue, etc.), 

plastic, glass, and aluminum can be recycled. (Thank you for helping with this!) Rinsing before throwing out 

helps reduce the risk of pests. There are small recycling bins around the building for your convenience – find 

these next to the coffee counter, in Pillsbury Threshold, at the side and Narthex entrances of the sanctuary, 

and in the church office. There is a recycling bin in the Pillsbury Threshold for the collection of plastic cups. 

We owe special thanks to Byron Greer for his expertise in shepherding our recycling efforts. 

 

Energy. We are grateful to Tom Kurtz for working over several years to reduce energy usage and continuing 

to keep solar energy working for TBC. Solar energy panels were initially installed on our main building and 

garage/apartment complex – all panels have been moved to the main church roof as of 2018. You can view 

the amount of solar energy generated over time by visiting http://thirdbaptist.egaug.es/stats.html. 27,392 

kWh of energy were generated in 2018. Since 2014, this adds up to 121,383 total kWh generated!  

 

Partnership for Sustainability in our Region. We continued our affiliation with Missouri Interfaith Power 

and Light (MOIPL). MOIPL is the local chapter of Interfaith Power and Light which is a national organiza-

tion. This organization helps faith communities respond to climate change. It works with the Jewish Envi-

ronmental Initiative and the Missouri Gateway Chapter of the U.S. Green Buildings Council. This allows our 

church to share information about sustainability with our membership and other congregations.  

 

Bringing ‘Nature’ to the City. John Wilkerson spearheaded beautification and greening efforts around our 

property by attending to the trees and plants along Washington Avenue. Mulching trees helps to conserve 

moisture, moderate temperature, and improve the soil. John took pains to remove weeds and grasses from 

around the trees and he carefully considered plants that would thrive and beautify our area, in the pots at 

the church office on Washington. Some members have reported that milkweed plants they took home a cou-

ple of years ago are thriving, and even bringing butterflies to gardens. John is a masterful gardener and reg-

ularly brought in fresh, local produce for sharing on Sunday mornings or with guests coming for food pan-

try goods, from time to time.  
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Global Missions Team 
David Wigger, Chair 

Global Missions Team: Pam Dzunu, Donna McDill, Judy Parham, David Wigger-Chair 

 

Our report for 2018 includes the following: 

 

Missionary support is at the top of our priorities. This year we supported our missionaries with the direct 

assistance amounting to $15,900. These missionaries visit our church from time to time. When they do, be 

sure to make it a point to not only be present to hear about their work, but also take time to visit with them 

personally to feel the profound beat of their heart for being the hands and feet of the Gospel where they 

serve. 

Tim and Kathy Rice—Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Kit Ripley—Thailand 

Khomi Ngwemi and Nzunga Mabudiga—Haiti 

Dan and Sarah Chetti—Lebanon 

Sasha and Mira Zivanov—Bosnian community in Saint Louis  

Keith Homes and Mary VanRheenen—The Netherlands 

Lillian Salt—Costa Rica 

Paula Settle—Kentucky 

 

Disaster Relief: 

We collected a special offering of $5,104.60 during Easter for hurricane relief in Texas and Puerto Rico. 

We supported American Baptist Men for their work in disaster relief with a gift of $750. 

 

Hunger Relief: 

We provided over $500 for hunger relief in our community. This is in addition to the Food Pantry. 

We sent $129 to American Baptist World Hunger relief. 

 

Baptist World Alliance (BWA) 

We supported BWA ministries with $1,220. 

 

“Adopt a Teacher” Project 

We raised a total of $10,143.68 

 

Baptist Missions Agencies supported include: 

American Baptist Churches USA 

ABC, Great Rivers Region 

ABC, Great Rivers Region, Area V 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, National 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Heartland Region 

Southern Baptist Convention 
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WMS Projects 

The dedicated group of women of the WMS at Third Baptist does an amazing amount of missionary work. 

Perhaps one of the most important is being the missions conscious challenging the whole church body to be 

more cognizant of missions needs, how we can be involved, and how we can support missionary causes glob-

ally. Here’s a list of their work during 2018.  

 Monthly, sandwiches/lunch bag combos were made and delivered to Gateway Center 180 with the help 

of the Open Door Sunday School class. Peggy Pittenger is volunteering weekly at the center. 

 Made and delivered 80 pillows to Missouri Baptist Hospital. This included two work days at the hospital. 

 Made and assembled 30 layettes, a White Cross project for Tim and Kathy Rice in their ministry in Vanga 

(Democratic Republic of the Congo). This project included making gowns/blankets and baby caps, which 

Juanita Wallis crocheted. 

 Adopted a family of three children a little girl, older sister, and a brother being raised by their grandmoth-

er, in Eastern Kentucky where Missionary Paula Settle works. Donna McDill and Pat Whitt visited Boon-

ville, Kentucky and had an opportunity to meet the family. 

 Purchased clothes and other items for ten children who are ministered to through the Christian Activity 

Center (CAC). Ten bags of clothing and four bicycles were delivered to the center in December. 

 Attended the American Baptist Women Area V spring meeting in Columbia, Missouri. The three WMS 

members who attended heard a presentation by a member of Edna Martin staff. 

 Delivered requested items to the Edna Martin Center in Indianapolis, Indiana. Judy Parham and Donna 

McDill delivered these items.  

 Made 150 roller bandages and sent them to the east coast to be consolidated for a load to the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo. This has been an annual project for many years. This shipment will be the last one 

since they can be purchased locally saving time and transportation expense. 

 

Thank you, Third Baptist Church, for your commitment to ministry globally. Your interest in being part of 

God’s mission around the world is demonstrated in the activity included in this report. May God bless you as 

you take part in being God’s presence in the world in 2019. 

Global Missions Team continued 
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Stewardship Committee 
Beverly Odell, Chair 

This year’s Stewardship emphasis involved the image of salt, and how we as Christ-like believers are to be 

salt to the world and those around us. 

 

Each Sunday of October and the first Sunday of November found us contemplating, learning and worship-

ing around this theme of being salt to the world, and how that can and should inform our decisions regard-

ing our personal stewardship plan. 

 

Each Sunday images of how salt is utilized worldwide and historically were presented to the congregation 

to stimulate us toward greater stewardship. 

 

Our goal this year had been for everyone, including youth and children, to prayerfully consider their own 

personal involvement in stewardship, and complete a 2019 stewardship pledge plan card. 

 

Our committee would like to sincerely thank each of you who were able and did complete and submit a 

commitment plan card.  The total pledge amount received was $316,322.  Because of you, our church will be 

able to enhance the overall worship of our God through our congregation, community and throughout our 

country and the world.  Praise be to God! 

 

Committee members: 

Jerry Campbell, Samuel Governor, Howard Roos, Linda Roos, Rev. Maria Stinnett, Dr. Tommy Simons and 

Beverly Odell (chair) 
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Third Baptist Church Foundation 
Linda Roos, Chair 

The Third Baptist Church Foundation (TBCF) ended 2018 with assets of approximately $4.865 million, which 

is a decrease of approximately $210,000 from December 2017.  The financial markets were up significantly 

throughout the year, but sold off late in December.  

 

The Foundation provided more than $200,000 in financial support to the church last year, and for 2018, the 

Foundation pledge to TBC remains the same, which is approximately 4% of Foundation assets.  TBCF contin-

ues to play a major role in the support of the ministries and capital needs of the Church. The Foundation has 

provided more than $1.4 million to the Church over the last six years. 

 

The Foundation maintains a slight overweight to stocks (60%) that reflects our long-term commitment to 

growing the portfolio.  Overall, the Foundation returns for the year were in line with generally accepted mar-

ket indices, such as the Standard and Poor’s 500 stock index.    

 

The Foundation welcomes all gifts to help offset expenditures. Keep in mind that the larger the Foundation 

assets, the larger the pledge it can make to the Church’s annual budget. Please consider a gift to the Founda-

tion when developing giving and estate plans. 

 

One of the highlights of the year was the visit of Matt Finn, Foundation Portfolio Manager and Senior Vice 

President of Old National Wealth Management.  While he was here, he met with the Foundation Board as 

well as speaking at the Church’s fourth-quarter business meeting. 

 

I’d like to thank the board members for taking time and effort to serve the Foundation and the Church. 

 

Linda Roos, Chair 

 

Foundation Members:  Evelyn Kurtz – Vice Chair; Harold Jackson – Treasurer; Jerry Campbell – Secretary; 

Judy Parham; Beverly O’Dell, Jerry Bryan; Richard Stevenson and Gene Bradford 
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Trustees 
Ken Blanton, Chair 

Thanks to those who have served on Third Baptist Church Trustees this year: Gene Dobbs Bradford, Maria 

Bradford, Deana Davis, Steve Gray, Carla Jackson, and Richard Stevenson. We express special thanks to 

Deana and Steve as they rotate off and we welcome two new trustees, Robin Bailey and Joel Pittenger. 

 

We have been blessed with your continued support and financial giving to the work of God in this place. 

Maintaining a huge space, keeping up with necessary updates and maintenance and making some physical 

plant changes have been just of few of the things on the trustees’ plate this year. 

 

Here are some of the accomplishments for 2018: 

 

 Purchase of new color copy machine for the church office. This machine is capable of booklet making and 

color copies assisting pastoral staff in creating and printing materials and Sunday bulletins. 

 Moved solar panels from the bus barn (since we no longer own that building) to the main building. These 

panels join the existing banks already in place and generating energy for our use and sell back to Ameren 

UE. 

 Additional signage throughout the building, specifically in History Hall on the ground floor. 

 Offered TBC owned burial plots to our membership and friends. 

 Major organ repair in the south organ chamber resulting from moisture seeping through the walls.  

 Parking for services on Wednesdays and Sundays within the gated lot now owned by our neighbor An-

gad Arts Hotel. Access through the gates onto Washington Avenue. 

 Replaced the blower in classroom Room 209. 

 Created an office suite from existing rooms 208 and 208A (for the school). 

 Repairs to the entrance steps and broken limestone wall faces at the Grand Entrance. 

 Moved the dollars from the parking lot sale from Cass Bank to Old National Management. 

 Preclarus Mastery Academy closed in June and vacated our premises. 

 Welcomed Northside Community School as a new tenant in July. 

 Year 1-$100,00, Year 2-$125,000, Year 3-$150,000, Year 4-$175,000, Year 5/6-$200,000 

 Initiated the planning phase of additional classroom space in the East Wing 

 

Thanks, also, to Mr. Tom Kurtz for his assistance to the trustees by generating numerous reports and provid-

ing a wealth of data.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ken Blanton 
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Youth and Children’s Ministry Team 
Natalie Thiems, Chair 

Dear Third Baptist Church, 

 

As you are certainly aware, 2018 was another exciting year in the lives of the children and youth of our 

church.  Here you will find a summary of some of our most exciting events! 

 

Camps: 

 The end of June the children participated in another wonderful Music and Arts Camp.  Parents enjoyed 

the program at the end where the kids got to show off all they learned. 

 Maria took children to a camp in Ellington, MO. the end of July.  They spent 3 days learning about God 

and having fun with children and staff from 3 other churches around Missouri. 

 The youth traveled across Missouri to attend summer camp at Youth Front in Kansas.  They were ac-

companied by Pastor Maria, Pastor Travis, and Natalie.  While there the kids enjoyed the Snack Shack, 

The BLOB and other lake activities, rock wall, swimming pool, game room and countless other fun activ-

ities.  This served as a wonderful last week of memories with Pastor Travis. 

 

Church Group Fun: 

 The youth continued to build their sense of community through their participation in a number of activi-

ties.  Girls’ night and guys’ night were great times of bonding.  There were adventures around town, 

game nights, and karaoke. 

 The children had great fun at a lock-in held at the church. 

 

Community Activities: 

 Vacation Bible School was held the beginning of August and reached out to children at church and those 

who do not attend Third. 

 In November, the youth attended the American Baptist Youth Gathering in Jacksonville, IL. 

 

We have continued to perfect the way we approach teaching in our programs for children and youth.  The 

last quarter of 2018 we piloted new curriculum for the children’s Sunday School.  We decided it wasn’t quite 

right for us but, thanks to Pastor Maria’s diligent searching, we were able to find a new program that we 

started in January 2019.  We also shuffled the groupings of kids to create more engagement in our Sunday 

School hour.  We are also excited to be welcoming some new people into helping to teach the children of our 

church. 

 

The youth have had many different teachers this year.  They spent the first half of the year being taught by 

Pastor Travis and Kelly.  This fall and winter many people filled in to fill the gap as we search for a new 

youth pastor.  We are so thankful for the way in which Third has stepped in to help fill the gap for the 

youth.  We know that they are really looking forward to connection with a new youth pastor when the right 

person is found. 
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We continue to be so thankful to the people of Third Baptist for their continued investment in the children 

and youth of Third.  Thank you to all who donate time, money, energy, and lift up prayers for the lives being 

changed through these ministries. 

 

Please continue to look for ways to participate in 2019.  2018 was a year of great transition in our ministries.  

The search continues for a new youth pastor which makes volunteers more important than ever.  We will be 

eternally thankful for the ministry of Pastor Travis to our youth and we are very excited to meet the new per-

son that God has in store for this next chapter in our lives at Third.  Please be in prayer for how you can be 

part of the ministry to children and youth in our church.  Another transition we face is a new chair of Chil-

dren and Youth.  Rachel Barnes is taking the reigns as we head into 2019.  I will help her in any way I can.   

 

I am so thankful for the years I have been able to spend in this role.  I have learned so much from this time 

and it has been a true joy to serve in this role.  Getting to spend time with the children and youth of this 

church and build relationships with them is truly an incredible experience.  Watching them grow and deepen 

their understanding of God and what it means to be a Christian is a blessing in my life.  Please be in prayer 

for our Pastors, lay leadership, Sunday School teachers, volunteers and OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH.  

Thanks be to God! 

 

         Respectfully submitted, 

         Natalie Thiems 

         Chair of Children and Youth 

 

Youth and Children’s Ministry Team continued 


