Third Base
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From the Pastor
Relationally healthy churches do a good job saying farewell. How we bless people as they exit is a
sign of maturity and Christian love. The final impressions left on those who depart create life long
memories of joy and remembrance.
Rev. Travis Adams’ final Sunday is scheduled for July 15. Travis has ministered effectively during his
tenure at Third Baptist. As your Pastor, here’s what I’ve appreciated about this exceptional young
man:
• His passion for ministry and empathy for those who are suffering.
• Travis has the ability to think outside the box and is always willing to assist those outside of his
“ministry area.” Travis has the skill set has to minister outside of Youth and Missions.
• We work in a profession that is too important to take ourselves too seriously. Travis’ sense of humor is a gift in stressful times.
• Travis is one who always leans into “Yes”, instead of “No” when reflecting on new ideas or different prisms of ministry. I have appreciated his willingness to tackle new and at times, difficult
tasks—he always gives his best.
• Travis is a strong person who does not shy away from shedding tears. I have witnessed tears—
from the pulpit to behind closed doors— when discussing pain of others or reflecting on God’s
love and grace.
• Travis knows how to work and play. He can discuss deep theological issues on one hand and with
same enthusiasm enjoy laser tag with our children and teenagers.
• Travis has overcome much in his young life. I believe Third has been a welcome oasis in his spiritual journey.
And as much as Travis loves our church family—Megan was written into his story with a chance
meeting at children's camp a few years ago. And after thousands of travel miles and an infinite number of FaceTime calls, they are scheduled to be married Sunday, August 4th.
Third will offer a gift of love to Travis and Megan. Megan will continue her studies and Travis’ immediate plans are to “walk dogs for money” (send pics please) and begin doctoral studies. Obviously,
your gift will relieve some financial stress as they begin chapters in Glasgow, Scotland (unless Travis
is walking the Queen’s dogs, which, knowing Travis, he may work it out).
Here’s our plan:
• Please make check payable to Travis Adams (Gifts of this kind are not tax deductible.)
• Mail to church office in care of Travis Adams Gift (620 North Grand Blvd. St. Louis, MO 63103) or
• Place in offering plate during Sunday worship
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Travis and Megan will receive the gift from Juan Moore, Moderator during the all church
breakfast Sunday, July 15.

Third, thank you for being who you are. Travis, thank you for offering your gifts to this beloved
community, we will be cheering you on from afar.
Grace and Peace,
Tommy

We welcome our
new members.

John Stacy

Dustin Herendeen

Summer Wednesday Evening Schedule
July 4
No activities
July 11
No activities
July 18
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
July 25
No activities
August 1 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
August 8 Fellowship Dinner, Adult Bible Study, Activities for Children and Youth,
No Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Greetings from our Interim Youth Minister, Kelly Watts
Greetings, Third Family! I wanted to take a quick second and let you
know how very humbled and honored I am to be serving as the
interim youth pastor here at Third! I have enjoyed assisting Travis
with the youth over the past few years, and am so excited to be getting to know the youth and their families a bit better. I want to be
sure that everyone knows I am available for our youth and their families. Please do not hesitate to get ahold of me for discussion, prayer
and well...anything life throws at you. I'm a text or call away. I am
praying for our church, our families and our future. I am excited to see what we are able to create as a community of believers in this place and time!- My email address is kwatts@third-baptist.org.
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Summer Sermon Series:
Summer in the City

God has placed Third Baptist in the heart of a culturally vibrant city. We are surrounded by iconic
landmarks.
The summer of 2018 will involve exercises of theological reflection—rediscovering The Arch, Forest
Park, Fox Theater, Bush Stadium I, Eads Bridge, City Museum and Botanical Gardens.
Christians learn what faith is all about from countless daily encounters with their Christianity—formal
and informal, planned and unplanned.
-Howard Stone and James Duke, How To Think Theologically
July 1, 2018
Eads Bridge: Linking East and West
(Communion by Intinction)
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
July 8, 2018
The Arch: No Place Like Home
Acts 2:46-47
July 15, 2018
Travis and Youth will lead worship
July 22, 2018
City Museum: Something Out of Nothing
Genesis 1:1
July 29, 2018
Botanical Garden: Eden Restored
Revelation 22:1-5
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Church & Community

Silent Movie Screening
Accompanied by Organist
Benjamin Kolodziej
Steamboat Bill, Jr.
Wednesday, July 18
6:00 PM
Third Baptist Sanctuary

Baobab People Biennial Conference
Co-sponsored by Baobab People, Center for Global Citizenship at Saint Louis University,
Third Baptist Church of Saint Louis

Jerry Bryan
Bryan Consulting Inc

Distinguished Speakers:
Kimberly Jade Norwood
Washington University in Saint Louis

Vetta Sanders Thompson, Ph.D
Washington University in Saint Louis

Michal Rozbicki, Ph.D
Saint Louis University

THEME: Beyond Tolerance: Building Sustainable Communities
in the Age of Diversity
Friday, Sept. 7 - Saturday, Sept. 8 Friday 5:30 p.m. - 8:oo p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Saint Louis University Center for Global Citizenship
3672 West Pine Blvd
To register: email programs@baobabpeople.org
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With Gratitude
Dear Beloved of Third,

This letter serves as my last submission to the Third Base newsletter before my departure to Scotland to join my soon-to-be wife
and begin the application process for PhD work in the field of
Christian Ethics. A plethora of emotions surge through me as I
reflect on the end of this chapter in my life. Fear of the unknown.
Excitement to join the love of my life in holy matrimony. Sadness
to leave my church family. Joy to pursue my passion for academia. One could compose a lengthy reflection attempting to bring
words to such a surreal experience, but for the moment I would
like to focus on one word which keeps surging to the forefront of
my mind: Gratitude.
Third Baptist has been a unique experience with unique challenges. Our diverse demographics, our triad
union with various Baptist denominations, our plethora of official and unofficial ministerial programs and
our multifaceted streams of economic support create a unique concoction of both complexity and
opportunity. In my 14 years of ministry, I have never witnessed an institution with so many factors to
consider. But when my ministerial friends ask me to talk about what makes Third unique, I tell them,
“You gotta see how these people love people.”
My first real day on the job, I was terrified. I drove a bus bigger than any vehicle I had ever driven
before, into a distant North St Louis neighborhood I had never visited before in order to pick up a list of
kids I had never seen before. Legend told of the notorious “bus kids” who had broken other youth
ministers with their wild behavior and mischievous ways. But when I, the new guy you didn’t know,
asked all of you to hang out with a bunch of teenagers you didn’t know and would likely do things you
didn’t expect, I had dozens and dozens of members answer the call to host or chaperone our multitude
of events.
I was tasked to oversee two very logistically complicated missions committees who had a long history of
great work. When I made proposals on how to amend, improve, simplify or remove programs, church
leaders listened to my ideas and allowed me to try things even when they worried such plans wouldn’t
work. Third allowed me to make mistakes, but never rubbed it in my face when matters didn’t go as
planned. In fact, when I felt like a failure, many of you welcomed me into your home to give me encouragement. We drank good coffee and ate good food while I ranted and cried in front of you. You
listened to me not as a critic who needed to correct my wrong attitude, but as a friend you wanted to
make sure I was happy and healthy. Such matters were even included in historically mundane meetings.
Never have I known a youth committee intentionally ensure the question was asked, “Travis, do you still
feel fulfilled in your work here?” Third has loved me in times when I proved unable to love myself. And
for that, I am eternally grateful.

Let me make things clear. When I look back at my time here at Third, my mind does not immediately
leap to somber times or eras of trials. My immediate recollections center upon laughter, rejoicing and
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amazing moments of grace. I remember baptizing a young man after he recovered from gun shot
wounds because he believed his identity resided not in the scars on his body, but in the Spirit of Christ
which dwelled in his being. I remember a kid telling us on a Wednesday night about how he was haunted
by suicidal thoughts and a room of teenagers each took turns to hug him individually while telling him,
“You can’t do that. We would miss you too much.” I remember a gym with nearly a hundred parents,
grandparents and kids cheering as a little girl sunk an open shot because it was her first score of the
season and the community was more concerned about celebrating her achievement than who won the
game. I remember early mornings in a room filled with food pantry patrons applauding an ecstatic prayer
thanking God for another day when they knew they would be able to feed their children. I remember the
dozens of faces filled with joy and relief when I was able to tell them the church was going to keep the
lights on because the church gave to the Sasser Fund to ensure people in tough times got a break from
the unforgiving chaos of life. I remember wonderful meals with missionaries around the world who gave
credit to the generous donations of our people for being able to change lives on the others side of the
globe. I remember Church Council meetings focused on the financial future of our community and how
committee members proved more concerned about the well being of the church employees than financing their own ministerial projects. I remember church members slipping me money during the Sunday
Morning Donut Hour to make sure that kids are able to go to camp who otherwise couldn’t afford it. I
remember sleepless lock-in nights filled with jokes and caffeinated giggles ending with new kids telling
me, “I’m so glad to find some good friends.” I remember smiling with pride as kids at a retreat voiced
concern over issues of social justice and the need to show the Love of God to all when three years ago
people told me they would only end up as another statistic in jail or a sad story in the news.
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, I am so grateful for you. Thank you for allowing me to be me. For
putting up with my shortcomings, my wild experiments and my terrible jokes. Thank you for supporting
all the things I have done both in my professional and personal life. Without a doubt, I am a better minister and person because of all the lessons and love you have shown me. And I know that even though our
paths may part at this juncture in life, our journey shall forever be entwined, for the spirit of Third will be a
part of my being both now and forevermore.
May God continue to pour His Blessings upon you as you pour blessings of Peace, Love, Mercy and Justice
upon the great city of St. Louis.
In Christ,
Travis

July Birthdays
4
6
7
8
9
10
14
15
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Linda Roos
Tommy Simons
Travis Adams, Anna Shanks
Marguerite Still
Judy Sorgenfrei
Harold Jackson
Arris Harris, Alice Worrell
Elizabeth Hoffman

16
17
18
19
22
27
29

Lynda Sharpe
Elijah Kimler
Marvelle Johnson
Andrea Banks
Karen Stewart
Rosalie Gaither
Dea Hoover

1

Regular Sunday Schedule

25 Staff Meeting

4

Independence Day—Church Offices Closed

27 Children’s Camp

8

Regular Sunday Schedule

28 Children’s Camp

10 Youthfront Camp
11

Youthfront Camp
Staff Meeting

12

Youthfront Camp

13

Youthfront Camp

May Events

July Events

29 Children’s Camp
Regular Sunday Schedule

14 Youthfront Camp
15

Farewell Celebration for Travis Adams
Regular Sunday Schedule

18 Staff Meeting
Silent Movie Presentation
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

21

Food Pantry
Children’s Ministry Outing to
Gateway Grizzlies Game

22 Regular Sunday Schedule

Sunday Schedule
9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee
Fellowship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary
Noon
Fellowship,
Pillsbury Threshold

Wednesday Schedule
9:00 AM Friendship International
3:15 PM Third Readers
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study,
Children’s Activities,
Youth Activities
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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In the city for good!
620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103
Church Office: 314.533.7340
third-baptist.org

Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons

Mary Adams

Tom Kurtz

PASTOR

RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASSISTANT

BUSINESS MANAGER

Rev. Travis Adams

Byron Greer

Lansin Lim Kimler

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
STUDENTS & MISSIONS

BUILDING SUPERVISOR

PIANIST

Timothy Harrison

Christine McCarthy

Rev. Maria Stinnett

CUSTODIAN

FINANCE

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
CHILDREN &
COMMUNICATIONS

Karen Stewart &
Linda Freiburghaus

Raymond Murphy

Philip Barnes
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

CUSTODIAN

CHURCH HISTORIANS

Brent Johnson
ORGANIST

Sally Stevenson
PARISH NURSE

