Third Base
•

Updates from Pastor
Welcome to Third!
God has graced Third with wonderful new members. May we continue to offer radical hospitality to all who
attend our campus.

Kathryn Mawer and Abigail Culpepper,
pictured with their mother, Kelly Watts

Tinisha Smith

Blessing and Welcome
On June 30, 2018, Preclarus Master Academy will end their tenure at Third Baptist Church. Preclarus was not renewed by their sponsor (UMSL) and was ordered to cease operations by the end of the school year. Therefore,
many good people are searching employment and dealing with the stressors of job transition. Please remember
to ask God’s blessings and strength for Preclarus faculty and staff.
July 1, 2018 North Side Community School will begin their contracted tenure at Third Baptist Church.
I encourage you to review details on their web site: www.northsidecommunityschool.org
Some of their recent achievements:
• 2017 Honoree for Improving Racial Equality and Social Justice, presented by Focus Saint Louis
• 2016 Missouri Charter School of the Year, presented by MCSPA
• 2016 Champion of Education Reform, awarded by CEAM
Tom Kurtz and I have been in conversations and negotiations with North Side for around 4 months. The negotiated contract was presented and unanimously approved by Church Council.
Here is a broad summary of the contract:

What is the length of the contract?
6 years
What about North Sides’s present location? How much rent has North Side agreed to pay?
North Side will remain in their present location for elementary school. Third Baptist will eventually become North
Side’s Middle School.
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Word from the Pastor

Their presence in our building will be a gradual transition.
Year 1- Rent is $100,000
Year 2- $125,000
Year 3- $150,000
Year 4- $175,000
Year 5 and 6- $200,000
Throughout the life of the contract, are there any changes to our Worship, Education and Fellowship Spaces?
The only change will be moving one Sunday School Class in year two, and allowing North Side to use a few
storage closets, which contents can easily move to another location. None of these storage units are presently used by our adult, youth, children, missions or music ministries.
Due to improved facility changes in our Youth and Children’s Department last year, along with other rooms
available in east side of campus—Third has plenty of room to expand education space in the coming years.
What is your impression of North Side, its culture and leadership?
The dealings with Mr. John Grote, chair of North Side’s Board, has developed into a strong bond of trust. The
visits to North Sides campus have been impressive—from behavior of students to professionalism of their
staff.
The above partnership is a win/win for North Side and Third, and will enhance Third’s financial vitality and
health into the early 2020’s.
A Sad Good-Bye and Warm Hello
Sunday, July 15 Travis Adams, will conclude his tenure at Third Baptist Church.
The departure is cause to celebrate, because God has opened wonderful doors in this young man’s life. Travis
and Megan are scheduled to be married August 4th and soon will begin their new life in Scotland.
Here’s our plan for a good good-bye:
• From now until Sunday, July 15, all are invited to give a financial gift to Travis and Megan. As you can imagine, expenses for a young couple (from cost of wedding, moving, Megan in school and Travis’ plan to continue his education) is quite a financial burden. Let’s all come together as family and present a generous
financial gift upon his departure.

Please make checks payable to Travis Adams, turn in to church office, place in offering plate, or mail to
Third in care of Gift for Travis (our address). And as a reminder for your own financial records, these gifts
are not tax deductible.
•
•

Brunch in Travis’ honor on Sunday, July 15 during Sunday School hour
Sunday, July 15, Travis will preach and offer final words of thanksgiving and blessing before departure.

So, what is the plan following Travis’ departure?
A warm hello to Kelly Watts! Kelly has agreed to serve as Interim Minister of Youth. The Youth Search Committee will remain active, receiving resumes and interviewing candidates.

Continued on page three
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Edem and Pam are preparing to serve overseas. The length of preparation will be around two years. The
possibility of serving overseas increases with staff experience. Therefore, thanks to stipend from Des Peres
Fund, Edem Dzunu will serve on Third’s staff, during this time of preparation. Edem will assist in building
bridges between Third and our international and urban community.
Reflecting on all of the above: We are blessed! May we continue our journey, placing love over fear and
grace over law—In the City for Good.

Word from the Pastor

Welcome Edem Dzunu

Grace and Peace,
Tommy

Summer Wednesday Nights
June 6—Regular Schedule
June 13—All Church Fellowship to Cardinals Game, No Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
June 20—Regular Schedule
June 27—Regular Schedule
July 4, 11, 18, 25, and August 1—No evening events
(The Sanctuary Choir will rehearse on July 18 and August 1.)

Third Baptist Family to Saint Louis Cardinals Game
Wednesday, June 13
Game Time: 7:15 PM
Cost: $10
Tickets are available for purchase
on Sunday mornings
and Wednesday nights.
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Church & Community

Ordination of Pam and Edem
Dzunu
We celebrate with Pam and Edem Dzunu
who were ordained to gospel ministry on
Sunday, May 6, 2018.

Summer Music Ministry
During the summer months we will introduce some variety into the musical offerings that enhance our worship.
We will feature four of our singers in slightly different roles, from a trombone solo to Rachmaninoff vocalize, and
even to a couple of show tunes that complement a Message referencing the Fox Theater. Interspersed between
these special presentations will be ‘regular’ choral Sundays that will feature guest pianists, Brook Bisaillon & Sarah
Gallaher, who have kindly agreed to stand in for Lansin Kimler while she visits family in Singapore. In a similar vein,
Nancy Furgerson and Adam Kosberg have graciously agreed to take the place of Philip Barnes while he visits family
in England and teaches in New York. By mid-August, ‘normal service will be resumed’ and our travelers will be
returned to TBC!

Welcome Mary Adams!
We welcome Mary Adams to the staff of Third. Mary will be serving as our office assistant/receptionist. Mary has an
extensive background in office management and administration. Also, Mary is active in her church, serving on the
finance committee and participating in women’s ministries. Mary will be in the office Monday through Wednesday
each week from 9:00 AM until 1:00 PM.

First Quarter Financial Summary
Description

Budget Annual

Actual YTD

Budget YTD

Var. YTD Budget to
Actual YTD

NET=INC-EXP
INCOMES
UNDESIGNATED INCOMES
MINISTRY ASSIGNED INCOMES
TOTAL INCOMES
MINISTRY EXPENSES
TOTAL NET=INC-EXP
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$796,652

$236,780

$199,163

$37,617

$0

$24,432

$0

$24,432

$796,652

$261,212

$199,163

$62,050

$796,653

$191,451

$199,161

($7,709)

($1)

$69,761

$2

$69,759

We have been blessed to hear news from our friends, Revs Butch and Nell Green! These are the Houston
missionaries who recently received our Easter offering of books and financial support in order to aid their
post-hurricane refugee community. Here is a blurb from their letter to us,
Yesterday we had our final class for the Ready for School program. We had 7 Bhutanese refugee children ages 34 along with parents and/or grandparents. These are families that have been resettled here legally through the
United Nations. Most of them are Buddhist. For the final class we gave each child a small bookshelf, a certificate
and let them chose some of the books that you all donated. They were so happy. It was a really great culmination of the program for this year. I have attached some photos from the day.
I will still be giving some of the books out this summer to children affected by the hurricane. I will send photos
then.

Missions Moment

Greetings Third!

Travis shared with us about your donation to the ministry as a result of the offering your church took. We are so
grateful for all of your encouragement and support for the work here. It is truly a blessing and will help us continue to serve in the areas of relief work, refugees and anti-human trafficking.
Please let everyone know how grateful we are.
Blessings!
Butch
Revs. Butch and Nell Green
What a blessing to see how God's love is working with those in need. Thank you, Third for your amazing
generosity this Easter season. The Missions Team set a goal of raising $4000 and donating 200 books for
hurricane relief in both Houston and Puerto Rico. We actually raised $5000 and well exceeded 700 books!
Amazing! Well done beloved of Third. God has used your gifts to serve as a light of hope and life in the
midst of these dark times. May you find peace and joy as we celebrate this great work of love together.
And may you join us in prayer as we bless the work of the Greens who work tirelessly to make all things new.
We look forward to hearing more from them soon!
Blessings,
Travis
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Youth MInistry

Youth Summer Events
Hey friends!
A lot of things are happening in a short amount of time. First, lets talk about all the upcoming events we
have planned for the teenagers:
June 2: Girls’ Night!
Junk food? Games? Karaoke?!?! All of these wonders shall be experienced in our annual lock-in event!
June 10: Meet and Greet with Kelly Watts!
Come experience good food and good company as we hang out with our new interim minster to youth:
Kelly Watts! Party at Tommy Simons house after worship! For youth and youth parents alike!
June 13: Church-Wide Cardinal Baseball Outing
Is there a better way for the Body of Christ to show the love of Jesus other than rooting for the home team?
Unlikely! So hurry and buy your ticket from the church before we run out!
June 16: Xtreme Tactical Laser Tag, 1-3pm
We shall once again be traveling to the mystical land of Milstadt, IL for an exciting round of laser tag
following our work at the Food Pantry!
June 23: Man Night!
Video games! Basketball! Pizza! Oh my! This isn’t some fairy tale. It’s the lock-in to end all lock-ins!
Man night! Hoorah!
July 10-14: Youthfront Summer Camp!
A week of games, hype nights, zip lines, water toys, concerts, sports, Nerf Wars, sleep deprivation and Bible
study. Some call it crazy. We call it youth camp!
That’s a lot of stuff in a short amount of time. If you or a loved one would like to join our endeavors, contact
me at tadams@third-baptist.org for more details!
Secondly, we like to take a minute to acknowledge the wonderful work of Anna Becker. Anna has served
the TBC youth for the past two semesters via leading our young people in a Wednesday night program we
like to call the “Worship Arts Hour.” After our regular Bible study, Anna planned a plethora of art-based activities to serve as an avenue for meaningful reflection and spiritual expression. In the short time she has
been with us, I have seen a tremendous amount of growth and relationship building among our kids. But
unfortunately, our time with this wonderful young woman has come to an end. Anna has just graduated
from SLU and shall be continuing her studies in Minneapolis for the sake of pursuing her dream to become a
dentist. We pray for God to bless Anna in all her endeavors and thank Him for the massive blessing she has
been to us. Anna, you will be missed!

June Birthdays
1

Virginia Kincannon

3
6
8
9
12
16

Susan Seewoster, Robert St. Clair
Mireille Bradford
Christopher Lee
Addison Hulett
Linda Freiburghaus
Howard Roos
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20
21
23
24
25
28
29

Pearl Hedrick
Betty James
Cambrianne Worthem
Lydia Thiems
Fran Blake
Pat Stevens
Deanna Davis

2

Girls’ Night Out (Youth Lock-in)

May Events

June Events

24 Adult Teachers Meeting
Regular Sunday Schedule

3

Regular Sunday Schedule

6

Staff Meeting
Regular Wednesday Schedule

27 Staff Meeting
Regular Wednesday Schedule

10 Regular Sunday Schedule
13

Staff Meeting
All Church Outing to Cardinals Game

16 Food Pantry
17

Regular Sunday Schedule

18 Music Camp

19 Music Camp
20 Music Camp
Staff Meeting
Regular Wednesday Schedule

21

Sunday Schedule
9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee
Fellowship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary
Noon
Fellowship,
Pillsbury Threshold

Music Camp

22 Music Camp
23 Men’s Night Out (Youth Lock-in)

Wednesday Schedule
9:00 AM Friendship International
3:15 PM Third Readers
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study,
Children’s Activities,
Youth Activities
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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In the city for good!
620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103
Church Office: 314.533.7340
third-baptist.org

Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons

Mary Adams

Tom Kurtz

PASTOR

RECEPTIONIST/OFFICE ASSISTANT

BUSINESS MANAGER

Rev. Travis Adams

Byron Greer

Lansin Lim Kimler

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
STUDENTS & MISSIONS

BUILDING SUPERVISOR

PIANIST

Timothy Harrison

Christine McCarthy

Rev. Maria Stinnett

CUSTODIAN

FINANCE

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
CHILDREN &
COMMUNICATIONS

Karen Stewart &
Linda Freiburghaus

Raymond Murphy

Philip Barnes
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

CUSTODIAN

CHURCH HISTORIANS

Brent Johnson
ORGANIST

Sally Stevenson
PARISH NURSE

