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The Worship of God
October 26, 2025
Please use this opportunity to silence all cell phones and other noise-making devices.
* = Please stand in body or spirit

Prelude Lansin Lim Kimler
G. F. Handel: Allegro (from “Aylesford Pieces”)
Handel (1685 – 1759), born in Halle, Germany, was one of three greatest composers of his age, 
an exact contemporary of J. S. Bach and Domenico Scarlatti. We remember him now chiefly 
for his definitive oratorio, “Messiah,” but as a man of faith he wrote so much more for the 
Church, from his early adulthood in Italy to the maturing of his career in England. Helping 
him with the English libretto for “Messiah” was Charles Jennens, an aristocratic supporter of 
his music. Over a long life, Jennens amassed a large number of Handel’s manuscripts, and 
after his death in 1773, his second cousin, the Earl of Aylesford, acquired some of these which 
subsequently bore his name in their title. 

Introit Choir
G.F. Handel: From The East Unto the West (from ‘Solomon’)
In the oratorio “Solomon” by Handel, prior to the arrival of the Queen of Sheba, a chorus of 
Israelites sing the praises of their god and especially of their king. The libretto for this oratorio 
is thought to be largely the work of Moses Mendes, an English Jewish playwright active in 
Handel’s time.

From the East unto the West
Let your thanks and praises ring.
God in all things us hath blessed.
Praise eternal to the King.



Welcome Dr. Tommy Simons
(concluding)
Leader: So, we invite you to greet one another either here, or online by reaching out in 

the Chat or through a text or email. And we will conclude this Welcome in our 
traditional way with the Doxology.

*Passing the Peace of Christ and Doxology #815

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Baptism of Vanessa Gibson



Poem Ella Banks
Sara Teasdale: Arcturus in Autumn
During October,  our worship is  enhanced by poems that  recognize the distinct  nature of 
autumn, and here is a wistful verse by St. Louis’s own Sara Teasdale (1884 – 1933), winner of 
the first Pulitzer Prize for literature.

When, in the gold October dusk, I saw you near to setting,
Arcturus, bringer of spring,
Lord of the summer nights, leaving us now in autumn,
Having no pity on our withering;
Oh then I knew at last that my own autumn was upon me,
I felt it in my blood,
Restless as dwindling streams that still remember
The music of their flood.
There in the thickening dark a wind-bent tree above me
Loosed its last leaves in flight—
I saw you sink and vanish, pitiless Arcturus,
You will not stay to share our lengthening night.



*Hymn of Welcome
G.F. Handel: Rejoice the Lord is King GOPSAL

Offertory Prayer Rev. Drew Phillips and Youth

Offertory Meditation Brent Johnson
G. F. Handel, arr. Diane Bish: Air in F
The American virtuoso Diane Bish here arranges one of Handel’s memorable melodies, an 
‘air,’ for an anthology of pieces suitable for weddings.



Responsorial Psalm Third College Students
Psalm 19:7–13

Leader: The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul.
People: The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
Leader: The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.
People: The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes.
Leader: The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever.
People: The decrees of the Lord are firm, and all of them are righteous.
Leader: They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold;
People: they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb.
Leader: By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
People: But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults.
Leader: Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me.
People: Then I will be blameless, innocent of great transgression.



Anthem Choir
G.F. Handel: Holy Art Thou
Handel’s opera of 1738 about the great Persian king Xerxes was initially a failure because it 
blended comedy with serious drama at a time when audiences expected these to be treated 
separately. The opening aria, where the king lauds a tree for giving him shade, features a 
particularly memorable melody, that has subsequently been arranged as a stand-alone piece, 
the so-called “Handel’s Largo.” It was subsequently arranged as a sacred choral work by Leigh 
Kingsmill, a pseudonym for the publisher Alfred Phillips (1844 – 1936).

Holy art Thou, Lord God Almighty,
Who wert and art to come.
Holy art Thou, Lord God Almighty,
Glory and majesty in heav’n are Thine.
Earth lowly bending,
Swells the full harmony,
Blessing and glory to the Lamb for evermore,
For worthy art Thou;
Let all nations and kindreds and peoples
Give thanks to Thee for evermore.

Scripture Reading  
1 John 5:4-5 Mona Harrison
Isaiah 27:1 Deborah Lee

Leader: The world of God for the people of God
People: Thanks be to God

Sermon Dr. Tommy Simons
The Work of the World: Overcoming



*Hymn of Invitation and Declaration
G.F. Handel: Thine Be The Glory JUDAS MACCABEUS



Benediction Dr. Tommy Simons

Postlude Lansin Lim Kimler
G. F. Handel: Sonatina (from “Aylesford Pieces”)
In  the  Baroque  period,  the  musical  structure  ‘sonata’  was  perfected  by  Handel’s  exact 
contemporary, Domenico Scarlatti, who crafted five hundred and fifty. They are typified by 
falling into two sections, a statement and a response, as it were. Handel rarely wrote in this 
structure, but here, in the Aylesford collection, is a small sonata, or ‘sonatina.’

Please come back this afternoon to hear Organist Dr. Amanda Mole perform at 3:00 pm in 
the sanctuary. Dr. Mole is a lecturer and University Organist at Cornell University, and an 
award-winning  international  performer.  The  recital  is  free  and  open  to  the  public,  so 
please invite your friends!



Prayer List

Nursing care and rehab facilities
Delilah Canning, Friendship Village, Chesterfield, MO
Juanita Wallis, Cape Albeon, Valley Park, MO
Margaret Warman, Delmar Gardens of Chesterfield, Chesterfield, MO

Praying for our Missionaries
Dr. Dan and Sarah Chetti – Middle East and Northern Africa
Jana Lee – Cyprus
Scarlette Jasper – Corbin Kentucky, USA
Kihomi Ngwemi & Nzunga Mabudiga – Dominican Republic
Dr. Tim and Kathy Rice – The Democratic Republic of the Congo
Kit Ripley – Northern Thailand

Prayer Requests
Dr. John Anderson
Harold Beasley
Fran Blake 
Jersey Dukes
Adam Grisson
Alisa Guider
Albert Gunn
Judith Hawk
Peggy Hemphill

Glenn Jefferies
Deborah Lee
Isobel Ramsay 
Vera Ramsay
Dr. Tim Rice
Craig Robinson
Declan Rutan
Karen Stewart
Connie Vohsen 

Please send updates, addition or edits to this list via email to Sally, Ella or Pastor Tommy
(sallyoando@att.net, ebanks@third-baptist.org, tsimons@third-baptist.org)

If you’re a visitor today, we want to meet you! Please fill out a visitor 
card and leave it in the offering plate or use the QR code below to 
connect with Third Baptist online.



Calendar for October 26 – November 2

Sunday, October 26
9:30 AM Doughnut Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
9:45 AM Sunday School, Various
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary and online via Facebook and YouTube
12:00 PM Fellowship, Pillsbury Threshold
3:00 PM Organ Recital – Dr. Amanda Mole

Wednesday, October 29
12:00 PM Staff Meeting
5:15 PM Dinner and Adult Bible Study, Room 2
5:45 PM Youth Group
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room

Sunday, November 2
9:30 AM Doughnut Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
9:45 AM Sunday School, Various
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary and online via Facebook and YouTube
11:00 AM Godly Play
12:00 PM Fellowship, Pillsbury Threshold



Pastoral and Music Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons, Pastor
Rev. Drew Phillips, Minister to Families
Dr. Philip Barnes, Director of Music
Brent Johnson, Organist
Lansin Lim Kimler, Pianist
Ty Gegel, Assistance:  text 409.678.4786


