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The Worship of God
August 9, 2026
We invite you to silence all cell phones and other devices.
* = Please stand in body or spirit

Prelude Kevin Chunko
J. S. Bach: Von Gott will ich nicht lassen (BWV 658) 
From the preludes that Bach wrote during his time in Leipzig comes this elaboration based on 
a 1563 hymn by Ludwig Helmbold, a Lutheran minister; the melody is stated in the Tenor 
pedal voice. A sense of joy is evoked with its ascending, lively motif that winds around through 
the whole piece.  The first lines of the hymn are:

I shall not abandon God,
For He does not abandon me,
He leads me on the right way,
where I would otherwise go far astray,
He reaches out His hand to me.



Introit Heather Fehl
Alan Menken & Stephen Schwartz: God Help The Outcasts
For the 1996 Disney musical, “The Hunchback of Notre Dame,” these two giants of American 
musical theater collaborated to create this prayer uttered by one on the outskirts of society. 
Menken (b.  1949) is one of the most feted composers of musicals,  and his lyricist partner, 
Schwartz (b. 1948), is similarly esteemed for his powerful verses as heard in numerous shows, 
from “Godspell” to “Wicked.”

I don’t know if You can hear me or if You’re even there. 
I don’t know if You will listen to a humble prayer.
They tell me I am just an outcast; I shouldn’t speak to You. 
Still I see your face and wonder: were You once an outcast, too? 
God help the outcasts hungry from birth. 
Show them the mercy they don’t find on earth. 

The lost and forgotten, they look to You still. 
God help the outcasts or nobody will. 
I ask for nothing, I can get by. 
But I know so many less lucky than I. 
God help the outcasts, the poor and downtrod. 
I thought we all were the children of God. 

I don’t know if there’s a reason
Why some are blessed, some not. 
Why the few you seem to favor,
They fear us, flee us, try not to see us.
God help the outcasts, the tattered, the torn,
Seeking an answer to why they were born.

Winds of misfortune have blown them about.
You made the outcasts; don’t cast them out. 
The poor and unlucky, the weak and the odd; 
I thought we all were the children of God. 
God help the outcasts, the poor and downtrod. 
I thought we all were the children of God. 



Welcome Simon Bailey
Leader: We invite you to greet one another either here, or online by reaching out in the 

Chat or through a text or email. And we will conclude this Welcome in our 
traditional way with the Doxology.

*Passing the Peace of Christ and Doxology #815
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.



Poem Robin Bailey
Charles Anthony Silvestri: August (written for TBC)
The Kansas poet, Tony Silvestri, has an impressive history of collaborating with composers to 
create  new works,  but  in  2024 we appreciated his  capacity  for  creating original  sonnets 
inspired by  the  Church’s  year.  After  hearing many intense  expressions  of  Tony’s  faith  in 
previous  months,  it’s  fun  here  to  see  him  in  a  self-deprecating  mood  as  he  breaks  the 
conventional sonnet ‘mold.’

When “Brethren, We Have Met To Worship” ends,
We hear of “manna showered all around.”
My thoughts to Exodus 16 descend
Where, after reading, questions still abound …
Did manna taste of only honey then?
Did they for other flavors daily watch,
All pining for some lucky morning when
Some salt or spice might kick it up a notch?
When Aaron placed an omer* in the jar * a very small measure, 1/10 of a bushel
For generations yet unborn to see,
That manna lasted long, and traveled far;
I wonder now just where that jar might be?
If manna was a perfect, heav’nly food,
Was any waste, when eaten, then produced?
Pursuing this won’t lead to any good,
And proper sonnet format, once abused,
Compels the poet to simply end this nonsense and get to the rhyming couplet:
How many wonders then the Lord displayed,
And yet His stubborn people disobeyed!



*Hymn of Welcome
#36 Twila Paris’s “He Is Exalted” HE IS EXALTED

Offertory Prayer Tisha Brooks

Offertory Meditation
Lloyd Larson: Twila Paris’s “How Beautiful” Lansin Lim Kimler
Twila  Paris  (b.  1958)  is  an  American  contemporary  Christian  music  singer,  songwriter, 
author,  and  pianist.  Since  1980,  she  has  released  28  albums,  amassed  33  number  one 
Christian Radio singles, and was named the Gospel Music Association Female Vocalist of the 
Year three years in a row. This song is here arranged by a lifelong church musician now 
residing in the Twin Cities (MN): Larson (b. 1954) studied at the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville, KY, before serving as a Minister of Music in Indiana and Ohio.

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 145:3-8

Leader: Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;
People: his greatness no one can fathom.
Leader: One generation commends your works to another;
People: they tell of your mighty acts.
Leader: They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty—
People: and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 
Leader: They tell of the power of your awesome works—
People: and I will proclaim your great deeds.
Leader: They celebrate your abundant goodness
People: and joyfully sing of your righteousness.
Leader: The Lord is gracious and compassionate,
People: slow to anger and rich in love.



Anthem Heather Fehl
Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II: You’ll Never Walk Alone
Two  ‘giants’  of  American  music  theater,  Richard  Rodgers  (1902  –  1979)  and  Oscar 
Hammerstein II (1895 – 1960), created in 1945 the quintessential musical “Carousel”, which 
features this stirring anthem to the power of companionship and endurance. As such, despite 
its secular origins, it has acquired some religious overtones, which has seen it performed at 
both religious gatherings and massed sporting events.

When you walk through a storm
Keep your chin up high
And don’t be afraid of the dark.

At the end of the storm
Is a golden sky
And the sweet, silver song of a lark.

Walk on through the wind,
Walk on through the rain,
Though your dreams be tossed and blown.

Walk on, walk on, with hope in your heart,
And you’ll never walk alone!
You’ll never walk alone.



Scripture Reading Dr. Tommy Simons
Philippians 3:8 (a)

More than that, I regard everything as loss, because of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord.

Leader: The Word of God for the People of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Dr. Tommy Simons
The Joy of Knowing Christ

*Hymn of Invitation and Declaration
#651 Twila Paris’s “All That I Need” ALL THAT I NEED



Benediction Dr. Tommy Simons

Postlude Kevin Chunko
Théodore Dubois: Toccata
In the French capital, François-Clément Théodore Dubois (1837 – 1924) served as organist of 
the Church of the Madeleine and was also intermittently at the Basilica of Sainte-Clotilde.  A 
teacher and ultimately Director at the Paris Conservatoire, Dubois was, however, entrenched 
in  a  conservative  style  of  writing,  which  led  to  a  very  public  hostility  to  the  new 
‘impressionist’ music of Debussy and Ravel. This opposition forced him to resign in 1905, and 
he spent the next two decades in retirement, dying in 1924 at the age of 86. He is remembered 
today for his organ compositions, and this fiery toccata from a series of twelve pieces is one of 
his most famous works, admired for its finely-crafted formal design, harmonic motion, and a 
perpetual rhythmic flow.



Prayer List
Nursing care and rehab facilities
Delilah Canning, Friendship Village, Chesterfield, MO
Juanita Wallis, Cape Albeon, Valley Park, MO
Margaret Warman, Delmar Gardens of Chesterfield, Chesterfield, MO

Praying for our Global Servants (Birthday)
MB (1/8) - Beirut, Lebanon
Jana Lee (10/4) - Cyprus
Scarlette Jasper (4/9) - Corbin, Kentucky, USA
Kihomi Ngwemi (10/13) & Nzunga Mabudiga (5/12) - Dominican Republic
Dr. Tim (7/8) & Kathy Rice (8/19) - The Democratic Republic of the Congo
Kit Ripley (11/10) - Northern Thailand

Prayer Requests
Harold Beasley
Fran Blake 
Jersey Dukes
Glass Family of Maui
LaVerne Graham 
Adam Grisson
Judith Hawk
Peggy Hemphill
Laverne Hulett

Glenn Jefferies
Chris Lee
Herma Nelson,  Ruby Whiteside’s sister
Dr. Tim Rice
Declan Rutan
Officer Steve, School Security Guard
Karen Stewart
Thiems Family
Alice Worrell

Please send updates, additions, or edits to this list via email to Sally, 
Ella or Pastor Tommy (sallyoando@att.net, ebanks@third-baptist.org, 
tsimons@third-baptist.org)

If you’re a visitor today, we would love to meet you. Please fill out a 
visitor card and leave it in the offering plate or use the QR code below 
to connect with Third Baptist online.



Calendar for August 9 – 16

Sunday, August 9
9:30 AM Doughnut Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
9:45 AM Sunday School, Various
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary and online via Facebook and YouTube
12:00 PM Fellowship, Pillsbury Threshold

Wednesday, August 12
12:00 PM Staff Meeting

Saturday, August 15
8:00 AM Food Pantry

Sunday, August 16
9:30 AM Doughnut Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
9:45 AM Sunday School, Various
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary and online via Facebook and YouTube
12:00 PM Fellowship, Pillsbury Threshold



Pastoral and Music Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons, Pastor
Rev. Drew Phillips, Minister to Families
Dr. Philip Barnes, Director of Music
Kevin Chunko, Organist
Lansin Lim Kimler, Pianist


