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The Worship of God
March 1, 2026
Please use this opportunity to silence all cell phones and other noise-making devices.
* = Please stand in body or spirit

Prelude Brent Johnson
Joseph Jongen: Petit Pièce
Written in 1937, this is a Romantic work typical of its composer, a Belgian musician born in 
1873 who trained exclusively at  the Liège Conservatory,  and who eventually  taught at  its 
Brussels  counterpart,  where  he  eventually  became  Director.  He  retired  in  1939  and  was 
succeeded by his younger brother. He wrote prolifically up to his death in 1953.

Introit  Choir
William H. Harris: Holy Is The True Light 
Harris (1883 – 1973) was for three decades the Organist of St. George’s Chapel at Windsor 
Castle, and was therefore closely associated with the royal family, from teaching piano to the 
young princesses Elizabeth (later Queen Elizabeth II) & Margaret, to composing both liturgical 
and occasional music for public celebrations. In 1947, he composed this exquisite miniature in 
memory of Evelyn, the wife of his close friend Henry Ley at Eton College nearby. The text is 
taken from a translation of the prayer book created for daily worship in the medieval period 
at Salisbury Cathedral. It was probably suggested to Harris by his friend and fellow composer, 
Herbert Howells, who had recently set the very same words.

Holy is the true light, and passing wonderful,
Lending radiance to them that endured in the heat of the conflict:
From Christ they inherit a home of unfading splendor,
Wherein they rejoice with gladness evermore.
Alleluia.



Welcome Julius Phillips
Leader: So, we invite you to greet one another either here, or online by reaching out in 

the Chat or through a text or email. And we will conclude this Welcome in our 
traditional way with the Doxology.

*Passing the Peace of Christ and Doxology #815

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.



The Table of the Lord

Music for Communion: William H. Harris: A Simple Communion Service in F
Before his appointment to Windsor Castle, Harris served several English cathedrals including 
Christ Church, Oxford. He wrote music on both a small and a large scale, ever mindful of the 
varying needs of different congregations.

Words of Preparation

Invitation to the Table

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts,
Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord most high.

The Bread

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

The Cup

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us;
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us;
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us Thy peace.

The Parting Blessing



*Hymn of Communion
#462 Come, Share the Lord DIVERNON

Offertory Prayer Gabe Thiems

Offertory Meditation Lansin Lim Kimler
Sasha Johnson Manning: March (from ‘A Year At Third’)
Since graduating from the Royal Academy of Music, Sasha (b. 1963) has made her living as a 
professional singer and composer in northwest England, where she grew up. In the late 1990s 
she served as the first ‘Composer-in-Residence’ to the Saint Louis Chamber Chorus. In 2022, 
Sasha created a monthly cycle of piano solos for Third, in the same spirit as Tony Silvestri’s 
sonnets. However, her movement for March was directly inspired by a poem by Jones Very 
(1813  –  1880)  whose  opening  is  given  below:  there’s  a  wistful  quality  to  the  music  that 
immediately identifies it as both Sasha’s distinct artistic voice, and a lingering melancholy 
that is very English in style.

In a barren land I wander,
And no tree, nor house I spy;
Lead me to a Rock for refuge,
Rock that higher is than I.



Poem Jerry Bryan
Robert Service: My Inner Life
Born in  Scotland,  Service  (1874  –  1958)  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Canada,  where  he  witnessed the 
depopulation  of  the  rural  areas  and  the  rise  of  an  urban  poor,  drawn  to  the  cities  by  rapid 
industrialization. 

'Tis true my garments threadbare are,
And sorry poor I seem;
But inly I am richer far
Than any poet’s dream.
For I’ve a hidden life no one
Can ever hope to see;
A sacred sanctuary none
May share with me.
 
Aloof I stand from out the strife,
Within my heart a song;
By virtue of my inner life
I to myself belong.
Against man—ruling I rebel,
Yet do not fear defeat,
For to my secret citadel
I may retreat.
 
Oh you who have an inner life
Beyond this dismal day
With wars and evil rumours rife,
Go blessedly your way.
Your refuge hold inviolate;
Unto yourself be true,
And shield serene from sordid fate
The Real You.



Anthem Choir
arr. Martin Shaw: Infinite Life
This anonymous English melody was selected and arranged by Martin Shaw (1875 – 1958) for 
a 1928 anthology – The Oxford Book of Carols – that he co-edited with Vaughan Williams and 
Percy Dearmer. The words were supplied by one of his collaborators, Beatrice Mary Gedge 
(1889 – 1968).

The greatness of God in his love has been shown, 
The light of his life on the nations is thrown; 
And that which the Jews and the Greeks did divine 
Is come in the fullness of Jesus to shine: 
Refrain: The Light of the world in the darkness has shone, 
And grows in our sight as the ages flow on. 

He rolls the grim darkness and sorrow away, 
And brings all our fears to the light of the day: 
The idols are fallen of anger and blood, 
And God is revealed as the loving and good: 
Refrain.

And though we have sinned like the prodigal son, 
His love to our succor and welcome will run. 
His gospel of pardon of love and accord, 
Will master oppression and shatter the sword: 
Refrain.

The light of the world is more clear to our sight, 
As errors disperse and men see him aright: 
In lands long in shadows, his churches arise, 
And blaze for their neighbors the way of the wise:
Refrain.



Scripture Reading Ireen Smithers
Exodus 30:1

You shall make an altar on which to offer incense; you shall make it of acacia wood.

Psalm 141:2

Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my hands as 
the evening sacrifice.

Leader: The Word of God for the People of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Dr. Tommy Simons
Lent and The Altar of Incense 

*Hymn of Invitation and Declaration
#491 Jesus, I Come JESUS, I COME



Sung Benediction Rev. Drew Phillips
(based on Matthew XXII, 37 – 40), with music by William H. Harris)

Leader:
Jesus said: “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ 
This is the first and greatest commandment.”

Choral Response: 
Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law.

Leader: 
And the second commandment is like the first: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Choral Response: 
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these the laws in our hearts, we 
beseech thee.

Postlude Brent Johnson
Ashley Grote: Postlude on ABERYSTWYTH
After winning an Organ Scholar to King’s College, Cambridge, Grote served the music staff at 
Gloucester Cathedral before moving on to Norwich where he has been the cathedral’s Master 
of the Music since 2012. Here he extemporizes on a memorable Welsh tune traditionally sung 
to Wesley’s hymn “Jesu, lover of my soul.”



Prayer List

Nursing care and rehab facilities
Delilah Canning, Friendship Village, Chesterfield, MO
Juanita Wallis, Cape Albeon, Valley Park, MO
Margaret Warman, Delmar Gardens of Chesterfield, Chesterfield, MO

Praying for our Missionaries
Dr. Dan and Sarah Chetti – Middle East and Northern Africa
Jana Lee – Cyprus
Scarlette Jasper – Corbin, Kentucky, USA
Kihomi Ngwemi & Nzunga Mabudiga – Dominican Republic
Dr. Tim and Kathy Rice – The Democratic Republic of the Congo
Kit Ripley – Northern Thailand

Prayer Requests
Robin Bailey’s Neighbor
Harold Beasley
Fran Blake 
Jersey Dukes
Glass Family of Maui
Adam Grisson
Alisa Guider
Judith Hawk
Peggy Hemphill

Laverne Hulett
Glenn Jefferies
Chris Lee
Dr. Tim Rice
Declan Rutan
Officer Steve, School Security Guard
Karen Stewart
Lydia Thiems
Alive Worrell

Please send updates, addition or edits to this list via email to Sally, Ella or Pastor Tommy
(sallyoando@att.net, ebanks@third-baptist.org, tsimons@third-baptist.org)

If you’re a visitor today, we want to meet you! Please fill out a visitor 
card and leave it in the offering plate or use the QR code below to 
connect with Third Baptist online.



Calendar for March 1 – March 8

Sunday, March 1
9:30 AM Doughnut Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
9:45 AM Sunday School, Various
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary and online via Facebook and YouTube
11:00 AM Godly Play
12:00 PM Fellowship, Pillsbury Threshold

Wednesday, March 4
12:00 PM Staff Meeting
5:15 PM Dinner and Adult Bible Study, Room 2
5:45 PM Youth Group
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room

Sunday, March 8
9:30 AM Doughnut Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
9:45 AM Sunday School, Various
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary and online via Facebook and YouTube
12:00 PM Fellowship, Pillsbury Threshold



Pastoral and Music Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons, Pastor
Rev. Drew Phillips, Minister to Families
Dr. Philip Barnes, Director of Music
Brent Johnson, Organist
Lansin Lim Kimler, Pianist
Ty Gegel, Assistance:  text 409.678.4786


