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The Worship of God
January 18, 2026
Please use this opportunity to silence all cell phones and other noise-making devices.
* = Please stand in body or spirit

Prelude Brent Johnson
Elisabeth Sterling: Movement
A London-based organist almost exactly contemporary with Christina Rossetti, Stirling (1819 
– 1895) had studied at the Royal Academy of Music and served two parish churches in the 
nation’s capital. She produced a small amount of sacred music, both for church choir and 
organ.



Introit  Choir
Bob Dylan: The Times They Are A-Changin’
Today’s  arrangement  is  made  by  Stuart  Davis,  a  key  figure  in  the  choral  life  of  Sydney 
(Australia) for three decades. He currently directs three community choruses there, and it was 
for such ensembles that he made the simple version of this Dylan ballad. We’re grateful to 
Stuart  for  sharing that  with us,  and then to  Orin Johnson (who directs  the music  at  St. 
Margaret of Scotland Church in Tower Grove) for a slight adaptation of the original.

Come, gather ’round, people,
Wherever you roam,
And admit that the waters
Around you have grown,
And accept it that soon
You’ll be drenched to the bone.
If your time to you is worth savin,’
Then you better start swimmin’ 
or you’ll sink like a stone,
For the times they are a-changin’.

Come, writers and critics
Who prophesize with your pen,
And keep your eyes wide:
The chance won’t come again.
And don’t speak too soon,
For the wheel’s still in spin,
And there’s no tellin’ who that it’s namin’ –
For the loser now will be later to win,
For the times they are a-changin’.

Come, senators, congressmen,
Please heed the call.
Don’t stand in the doorway,
Don’t block up the hall:
For he that gets hurt

Will be he who has stalled,
There’s a battle outside and it is ragin’.
It’ll soon shake your windows 
and rattle your walls,
For the times they are a-changin’.

Come, mothers and fathers
Throughout the land,
And don’t criticize
What you can’t understand.
Your sons and your daughters
Are beyond your command:
Your old road is rapidly agin’.
Please get out of the new one 
if you can’t lend your hand,
For the times they are a-changin’.

The line, it is drawn,
The curse, it is cast,
The slow one now
Will later be fast,
As the present now
Will later be past:
The order is rapidly fadin’
And the first one now will later be last,
For the times they are a-changin’.



Welcome Monica McDaniel-Collins
(concluding)
Leader: So, we invite you to greet one another either here, or online by reaching out in 

the Chat or through a text or email. And we will conclude this Welcome in our 
traditional way with the Doxology.

*Passing the Peace of Christ and Doxology #815

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.



Poem Kyle Spour of Take Two Productions
George Marion McClellan: A January Dandelion
This African American poet preached in Tennessee, where he was born in 1860. Leaving his 
ministry at a Congregational church, he subsequently taught in schools in both Louisville and 
Los Angeles. His blank verse was particularly well regarded: he died in 1934.

All Nashville is a chill. And everywhere
Like desert sand, when the winds blow,
There is each moment sifted through the air,
A powdered blast of January snow.
O! thoughtless Dandelion, to be misled
By a few warm days to leave thy natural bed,
Was folly growth and blooming over soon.
And yet, thou blasted yellow-coated gem,
Full many a heart has but a common boon
With thee, now freezing on thy slender stem.
When the heart has bloomed by the touch of love’s warm breath
Then left and chilling snow is sifted in,
It still may beat but there is blast and death
To all that blooming life that might have been.

*Hymn of Welcome
#217 Holy Ground BEATTY

Offertory Prayer Rev. Drew Phillips 



Offertory Meditation Brent Johnson
Johannes Brahms: Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele (op. 122, 5)
In 1896, at the end of his life, Brahms wrote a series of eleven preludes based on Lutheran 
chorales. This one, based on a melody by Johann Crüger, had originally been sung to the hymn 
“Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness.” Brahms knew the hymn especially through its choral 
and organ arrangements by J. S. Bach, whose work he loved more than any other.

Responsorial Psalm Lois Hunsaker
Psalm 30:4-10

Leader: Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his,
People: And give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.
Leader: For his anger endureth but a moment; 
People: In his favor is life:
Leader: Weeping may endure for a night, 
People: but joy cometh in the morning.
Leader: And in my prosperity I said, 
People: I shall never be moved.
Leader: Lord, by thy favor thou hast made my mountain to stand strong:
People: Thou didst hide thy face, and I was troubled.
Leader: I cried to thee, O Lord;
People: And unto the Lord I made supplication.
Leader: What profit is there in my blood when I go down to the pit?
People: Shall the dust praise thee?
Leader: Shall it declare thy truth?
People: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me:
Leader & 
People: Lord, be thou my helper.



Anthem Choir
Benjamin Harlan: Sacred Ground
Thanks go to Greg Martin for connecting us with the composer Benjamin Harlan, a graduate 
of Baylor University, and subsequently a professor at the New Orleans Baptist Seminary. He 
enjoys an international reputation for the quality and skill  of  his arranging,  as this very 
recent composition confirms: in it he sets words by his son-in-law, Michael Eller, who serves 
a Presbyterian congregation in New Jersey.

To wonder, Lord, awake my sight, 
To see that Christ is all around, 
So fill my gaze with heav’nly light, 
’Til common things are sacred ground.

You gift us, Lord, the world You own, 
To mirror here Your grace above.
The child’s embrace, the neighbor known,
In simple signs we see Your love.

Come now to us in stranger, in friend,
In daily meals, on table shared;
In simple cup, in common bread,
Renew our vision to see care.

All earth is filled with heaven’s light,
Bid wond’ring eyes to see all around;
When Christ diffused in all our sight:
The common things are sacred ground.



Scripture Reading Dan Boyer of Take Two Productions
Mark 12:28-13

Leader: The Word of God for the People of God.
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon Karen Fulks
Change for the Better: Can One Person Make A Difference?

*Hymn of Invitation and Declaration
#566 I Am Resolved RESOLUTION



Benediction Dr. Tommy Simons

Postlude Lansin Lim Kimler
Francis Pott: Pageant (from A House of Ghosts)
Francis Pott (b. 1957) is a distinguished British composer who first taught at Oxford before 
moving to the University of West London where he served as Chair of Composition. This work 
dates all the way back to 1986 when he was teaching at Abingdon School near Oxford. For a 
stage adaptation of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales at Abingdon he wrote this spirited dismissal, 
prompted not by pageantry as such, but more by the idea of a large expedition cheerfully 
setting out.



Prayer List

Nursing care and rehab facilities
Delilah Canning, Friendship Village, Chesterfield, MO
Juanita Wallis, Cape Albeon, Valley Park, MO
Margaret Warman, Delmar Gardens of Chesterfield, Chesterfield, MO

Praying for our Missionaries
Dr. Dan and Sarah Chetti – Middle East and Northern Africa
Jana Lee – Cyprus
Scarlette Jasper – Corbin, Kentucky, USA
Kihomi Ngwemi & Nzunga Mabudiga – Dominican Republic
Dr. Tim and Kathy Rice – The Democratic Republic of the Congo
Kit Ripley – Northern Thailand

Prayer Requests
Harold Beasley
Fran Blake 
Jersey Dukes
Glass Family of Maui
Adam Grisson
Alisa Guider
Judith Hawk
Peggy Hemphill

Laverne Hulett
Glenn Jefferies
Chris Lee
Deborah Lee
Dr. Tim Rice
Declan Rutan
Karen Stewart

Please send updates, addition or edits to this list via email to Sally, Ella or Pastor Tommy
(sallyoando@att.net, ebanks@third-baptist.org, tsimons@third-baptist.org)

If you’re a visitor today, we want to meet you! Please fill out a visitor 
card and leave it in the offering plate or use the QR code below to 
connect with Third Baptist online.



Calendar for January 18 – 25

Sunday, January 18
9:30 AM Doughnut Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
9:45 AM Sunday School, Various
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary and online via Facebook and YouTube
11:00 AM Godly Play
12:00 PM Fellowship, Pillsbury Threshold

Wednesday, January 21
12:00 PM Staff Meeting
5:15 PM Dinner and Adult Bible Study, Room 2
5:45 PM Youth Group
7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room

Sunday, January 25
9:30 AM Doughnut Fellowship, Fellowship Hall
9:45 AM Sunday School, Various
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary and online via Facebook and YouTube
12:00 PM Fellowship, Pillsbury Threshold



Pastoral and Music Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons, Pastor
Rev. Drew Phillips, Minister to Families
Dr. Philip Barnes, Director of Music
Brent Johnson, Organist
Lansin Lim Kimler, Pianist
Ty Gegel, Assistance:  text 409.678.4786


