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From the pastor:

Gifts of Encouragement
I was blessed by two encouragers this week: Kelly Watts and Tom Hilton.
First, Kelly…
Kelly joined our church family and offered an inspirational reflection today in
worship (March 11).
Kelly’s story of brokenness was brutally honest and full of hope. Her story
exemplifies Psalm 51, God hearing our cry, forgiving & restoring joy. God will
continue to use “cracks” from Kelly’s brokenness to shine the light of
Jesus’ love to a broken world. Thank you Third, for offering others enough
grace to find their way home through Christ.
Second, Tom…

Tom attended Third while visiting Saint Louis from his hometown of Kansas
City. His epistle is one of encouragement. (Please read below.)
Dr. Simons,
Thanks to you and Third Baptist for providing one of the most meaningful worship services I have had the privilege
of participating.
I think I might have told you with my affiliation of First Baptist Raytown (now Connection Point Church) for over
three decades.
My point to this correspondence is to congratulate you and Third for not caving into pressure at what is the latest
fad concerning worship. I walked into the worship center, we sat down, and respectfully listened to the prelude.
There was no talking, but utter respect for Miss Lansin’s Chopin prelude. That was so refreshing. Plus I felt a big
spiritual “hug” from the congregation.
The choir was outstanding. Every time they stood to sing, I thought...this is so cool.
And then there is no way I could even begin to talk about my worship experience without my love and admiration
for the Kilgen/Moller organ. That is such a warm enveloping instrument that so honors our Savior and King of
Kings. My goodness the sound hugs you like a warm blanket. There is a reason Mozart called the pipe organ The
King of Instruments. Plus Mr. Johnson gets it. He is there to assist in worship not show off his incredible skills as an
organist. That is so rare. My goodness...his registrations and love for warmth should be taught to every organ
student. Seriously Mr. Johnson is gold.
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Word from the Pastor

Also please note your sermon and illustration of the broken vessel brought it home. There is 100% brokenness in the Christian community and you addressed that so well with love and encouragement.
It was an extreme privilege to join you all for worship. In fact in our group from Kansas City was a young
man in his twenties. Just to give you a brief background, his grandfather, Gene Calhoun has been our music
minister at First Baptist Church of Raytown for 40 years. The young man came away from the service at
Third with an “awe and wonderment” of the service. He said there was nothing distracting or entertaining
about the service. It was all about worshiping our Lord. He said, “I wish more churches clued in to what
Third Baptist is doing.”
So, I say all of that to say thank you for a wonderful worship experience.
Sincerely,
Tom Hilton
Thank you, Kelly and Tom, for offering encouragement to our beloved community.
And please remember Easter Morning:

Doughnut Fellowship - 9:30 AM,
Johnson Hall
Resurrection Celebration - 10:00 AM,
Strauss Park
Easter Worship - 11:00 AM,
Sanctuary

Blessings,
Tommy
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The Friday Pipes Organ Concert Series continues in April, with a couple of theatrical additions to the
Friday weekly schedule. Our first event of the month is on the evening of Wednesday, April 4. In lieu of
our usual Wednesday night activities, we’ll have a night at the movies. In the sanctuary we’ll be screening the 1927 movie “The King of Kings.” This is the second of Cecil B. Demile’s biblical trilogy, depicting
the last weeks of Jesus before his crucifixion. Of course this movie was made before sound in movies, so
this silent feature will be accompanied by live music from the sanctuary organ. Rev. Mark Gifford will
return to the console of Third Baptist to provide the live musical score. This two-hour movie will be great
entertainment for young and old alike, so be sure to invite friends and family to share this evening with
us.

Music Ministry

Friday Pipes series continues in April

The Friday noontime series continues with two young artists enrolled at Indiana University, including
Lucas Fletcher, a native of Alton, Illinois. Dr. William Sullivan will also be performing on April 13th. Dr.
Sullivan’s recitals consistently draw the biggest crowds, and with good reason. His performances are
not to be missed.
If you can’t make it on the 13th (or even if you can), Dr. Sullivan will be making two appearances this
month. The St. Louis Theatre Organ Society holds an annual event called “Party on the Pipes.” Each year
organ music enthusiasts from all around the country come to St. Louis for a weekend of theatre organ.
Their Sunday afternoon concert will once again be held at Third Baptist and Dr. William Sullivan is the
performer. You might ask why a group holding concerts on theatre organs like the Fox, the Lincoln Theatre in Belleville, and the former theatre organ now located in the City Museum, would find our organ so
entertaining. While this instrument was never designed to accompany movies and play pop tunes, it’s
warm symphonic colors, and specifically the Tibia pipes that made their way down the street from the
St. Louis Theatre (Powell Hall) lend our church organ a very theatrical color.
You have lots of opportunities to hear great music at Third Baptist this month. Watch our Facebook
page, or visit FridayPipes.com for updates and information.
4 – 6:00 Wednesday – Silent Movie “The King of Kings,” Mark Gifford, Organist and Director of Music,
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Springfield, Illinois
6 – Daniel Segner, Director of Music, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Glen Ellyn, Illinois
13 – William Sullivan, Organist, Laclede Groves Chapel, Webster Groves
20 – Evan Baxter Cogswell, Doctoral Candidate, Indiana University
27 – Lucas Fletcher, Assistant Organist, Trinity Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, Indiana
29 – 2:00 Sunday – St. Louis Theatre Organ Society Party on the Pipes, William Sullivan
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Church & Community

TBC Welcomes the Revival School of the Arts
We are ecstatic to introduce you to our newest ministerial partner, The Revival School of the Arts!! As Mike
Ramsey, School Director explains, “Revival School
fosters the CREATIVITY of refugee students in St. Louis
by providing CONNECTION to resources that help them
flourish, giving them a stage to share their home
CULTURE, and developing a community of COLLABORATION through peacemaker training.”

Revival School is an after-school program for refugee
students in St. Louis City. The program enables
students to identify their God-given gifts and enjoy
creative opportunities to develop those gifts through
music lessons, arts enrichment, spiritual mentoring,
and academic counseling. In Revival School, refugee
students share the cultural treasures of their home
countries through song and dance, while learning
about opportunities and challenges in American
culture. Through individual and group counseling, they receive training in conflict resolution and principles
of reconciliation in order to become effective peacemakers in our diverse community. Revival School is
driven by a passion to see immigrant and refugee students’ lives changed, and through them, the City of
St. Louis changed as well. Everything we do is driven by four goals: Creativity, Connection, Culture, and
Collaboration.
Revival School now meets Friday evenings from
5:30-8:00pm at Third Baptist Church for music and
arts enrichment, group discussion, guest speakers,
mentoring, and dinner. Open House is on the last
Friday of each month where both students and local
guest artists display their skills as we celebrate the
diversity and culture of our ever-evolving community.
We are grateful that God has permitted us the
opportunity to continue our rich historic calling to
follow the calling of Lev 19:34, “The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born.
Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the LORD your God.” May such compassion
prove evident as the good work of Revival School continues to flourish within the walls of Third Baptist.
If you are interested in learning more or volunteering your time, check out http://revivalschoolstl.org/.
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Church & Community

Annual Dinner 2018

Celebrate Mother’s Day with
the TBC Children’s Ministry

Mother’s Day Brunch
Saturday, May 12
9:30 AM
For mothers and children of all ages
Please RSVP to Maria by Wednesday, May 9

Third Base │ 5

Youth MInistry

Saturday Social and Ladies Tea
Greetings!
April will be an exciting month for TBC Youth. For what on God’s green Earth could possibly surpass the
glory of last month’s rock climbing? Feeding baby goats at Grant’s Farm! After once again helping with
the Third Saturday Food Pantry, we shall journey to the land of Busch and see all the wonderful shows
and animals there! Hopefully by then it will stop snowing….
And of course, all of our dapper gentlemen shall dress their best as we serve the splendid afternoon delicacies of The Annual Ladies Tea! While the men dress up in the finest cummerbunds and bow ties TBC
budgets have to offer, our female friends shall sit back and relax as they display the most colorful hats of
the season as we celebrate community, fashion and the most exquisite samplings of God’s perfect nectar
known simply as tea. You should come by if you can! It is, like, literally the one time a year you get to see
the youth boys wear non-sports related footwear!
April will also include the conclusion of Crossover Basketball, our Spring program centered on basketball
and Biblical fundamentals for elementary aged kiddos. We have had a massive amount of help from our
youth kids to help make that program work and are eternally grateful for all their efforts. Some scientists
say its against a teenager’s very nature to rise from bed on a Saturday morning before noon, but our
teens have consistently found a way to get to the church at 8am to ensure everything is ready to host our
guests for the past 3 months. I just want to say I am super impressed by those selfless efforts and look
forward to giving them a proper shout out during the Crossover Awards Banquet on April 14. If you wish
to join us, there will be plenty of hotdogs, cupcakes and nachos to go around!

Nursery rhymes always warn us that April only tends to bring us showers, but I can’t help but feel a bit of
sunshine when I think of all the blessings bestowed upon our youth program. Thank you for making all of
this happen via your financial and emotional support. If you are interested in joining us for any or all of
this month’s endeavors, don’t hesitate to let me know!
Blessings,
Travis

April Birthdays
3
7
11
20
22
27
30

Etornman Dzunu, Alexis Fay, Sue Haverman, Caren Simons
Sylvia Barnes
Mary St. Clair, Virgil Thomas
Colton Simons
Ella Banks
Margo Herendeen
Donna Turpin
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1 Doughnut & Coffee Fellowship
Resurrection Celebration
Worship
Fellowship

22 Regular Sunday Schedule
24 WMS
Staff Meeting

2 Church Offices Closed

27 Friday Pipes & Reception

3 WMS

29 Regular Sunday Schedule

Staff Meeting

April Events

April Events

St. Louis Theatre Organ Society—
Party on the Pipes

4 Regular Wednesday Schedule
6 Friday Pipes & Reception
7 Ladies Tea
8 Regular Sunday Schedule
10 WMS
Staff Meeting

11 Regular Wednesday Schedule

13 Friday Pipes & Reception
14 Crossover Awards Luncheon
15 Regular Sunday Schedule

17 Staff Meeting
18 Regular Wednesday Schedule
20 Friday Pipes & Reception

Sunday Schedule
9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee
Fellowship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary
Noon
Fellowship,
Pillsbury Threshold
Wednesday Schedule
9:00 AM Friendship International
3:15 PM Third Readers
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study,
Children’s Activities,
Youth Activities
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

21 Food Pantry
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In the city for good!
620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103
Church Office: 314.533.7340
third-baptist.org

Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons

Ella Banks

Tom Kurtz

PASTOR

RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT

BUSINESS MANAGER

Rev. Travis Adams

Byron Greer

Lansin Lim Kimler

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
STUDENTS & MISSIONS

BUILDING SUPERVISOR

PIANIST

Timothy Harrison

Christine McCarthy

Rev. Maria Stinnett

CUSTODIAN

FINANCE

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
CHILDREN &
COMMUNICATIONS

Karen Stewart &
Linda Freiburghaus

Raymond Murphy

Philip Barnes
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

CUSTODIAN

CHURCH HISTORIANS

Brent Johnson
ORGANIST

Sally Stevenson
PARISH NURSE

