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From the pastor:

In the City for Good
Dear Ones,
I’ve been looking out of my office window a few hours after morning worship. I’m thankful for faithful
congregants arriving for worship in the midst of a “wintry mix.” As I acclimate to life in Saint Louis, there
are two constants: Cardinals heading to Spring Training is a cause for celebration and renewal and
reviewing long term weather forecasts is a waste of time.

However, in the midst of a “gloomy Sunday forecast” God is good. The choir stirred my soul with Robert
Tanner’s Lazarus. All participants in worship were well prepared and passionate about communicating
faith.
And in the midst of a “wintry mix” we welcomed Steve and Dawn Phillips into our Third Family.
After the service Dawn asked for a church directory. Why? Dawn, in previous
churches of service used directories as devotional guide each day by praying
for those in her congregation.
Which bring us to Lent.

Instead of “giving up” would you consider “adding on” during 40 days of
Lent? If you feel led, let’s open our church directories and pray for one
another.

Steve & Dawn Phillips

On the next page, you will find various avenues of participation as Third journeys from Lent to Easter.

Beloved, let’s continue our journey, knowing who we are and where we’re from.
Our God specializes in turning gloomy into glory. Let’s continue our “stubborn resolve” to care for those
within our walls and people on the margins—In The City for Good.
Blessings,
Tommy
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Word from the Pastor

Lent to Easter

Hear My Cry…

February 18, 2018
Have Mercy
Psalm 51:1

March 4, 2018
Create in Me
Psalm 51:10

March 18, 2018
Restore Joy
Psalm 51:12

February 25, 2018
My Sin is Ever Before Me
Psalm 51:3

March 11, 2018
Cast Me Not Away
Psalm 51:10

March 25, 2018
Hosanna, Hosanna
Palm Sunday

Wednesday, March 28
Seder Service
Johnson Hall
5:30 PM—6:45 PM

Friday, March 30
Good Friday
Perseid String Quartet
7:00 PM

Can You Drink
from the Cup?
Fridays in March
Noon
Memorial Chapel

Easter Sunday
Sunday, April 1
9:30 AM—Donut Fellowship
10:00 AM—Communion in Strauss Park
11:00 AM—Easter Worship
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The Bible and The Quran

Word from the Pastor

Wednesday Night Discipleship for Adults
5:00 PM—Dinner, 6:00 PM— Adult Discipleship in Johnson Fellowship Hall

Saint Paul’s sermon at Athens, Rembrandt

Followers of Jesus communicate our faith through a lens of love. In addition, any knowledge we gain from
another’s perspective opens doors of conversation and conveys respect. (Read Paul’s sermon to Athens,
Acts 16:17-34.) Christians travel similar roads to our Muslim neighbors: we connect through friendship, educational
institutions, business and social gatherings.
With the Bible and the Quran, we will explore following:
• Overview of personalities and groups mentioned in the Bible and the Quran.
• What are similarities and differences between the two sacred texts?
• Explore areas of conversation which will enhance our witness to others.

Financial Report

Pledged
Un-Pledged
UNDER

JANUARY 2018
Actual
Budget
$ 19,318.29 $ 27,339.00
$
2,140.75 $ 2,516.63
$
8,396.59

Income
Expense
UNDER

$ 130,478.65
$ 56,494.13
$ 73,984.52
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Missions Moment

Deepest Appreciation
February 8, 2018
Dear Friends from Third Baptist,
It is with grateful hearts that we write to you concerning the relief money that you raised for CEDCAS ministry.
Sometimes it is so hard to express in words the gratitude we feel because it seems that just saying “thank you”
is not enough. We would like to share with you two of the cases where your money was used before we knew
that you were raising it for us. We were stepping out in faith because of the need.
The first family is Yamileth Diaz and her husband and 2 sons. The lived in the shacks at the side of the road in
the shanty town of Guararí. She helps to clean for us and one day told us that she and 10 other families were
being evicted from their little shacks. Where to go? That was the BIG question. The bulldozers were coming in
to level the shacks with or without the people. The notice had been given. We stepped out in faith and gave
Yamileth and her family $2,000 to buy another shack away from the river and in a safer spot. God answered
prayers with your emergency funds. Her family had a roof to protect them.

Two days before the last families moved out the Municipality came in and leveled the remaining shacks and cleared the land
as the shacks were too close to the river and had invaded the sidewalk years ago.
Another family that we helped before you sent the money was Vilma Bustamante, her husband and 2 daughters. They live in
the rural areas do heavily affected by the rains and flooding in the area where we have been working for the 35 years. The
rains cause havoc on many roofs so we were able to help them change some of the tin on their roof. Your gift was received
later but we were able to step out in faith knowing that our heavenly Father was in control of the situation.
With your gift we will continue to help people with the food necessary to get them back on their feet, buy more baby chicks
to help in the nutrition of their families and so much more. Thank you so much. May the Lord bless you all for much for your
generosity.
Blessings, Lillian

Third supported the work of Lillian Solt in Costa Rica as part of our Global Missions Offering collected in December.
We also supported hurricane relief work in Puerto Rico. Thanks to your generosity, we were able to provide $7,100
to missionaries serving in Costa Rica and Puerto Rico.
The goal for phase one of the American Baptist Great Hour of Sharing for hurricane relief was $1,000,000. This goal
has been exceeded. The Great Hour of Sharing is now entering into phase two of hurricane relief, which we will
support with our Easter Offering.
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March
9
David Erwin, Director of Music and Organist, Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church, St. Louis
16
Damin Spritzer, Professor of Organ, University of Oklahoma, Artist-in-Residence, Cathedral
Church of Saint Matthew, Dallas, Texas
23 Horst Buchholz, Organist and Director of Sacred Music, Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis
30 Brent Johnson, Organist, Third Baptist Church, St. Louis

Church & Community

Friday Pipes Schedule March 2018

In Celebration of Women’s History Month:

Baobab People presents The Listening Ear
Saturday, March 24
10:00 AM—Noon
Third Baptist Church, Johnson Hall
Coffee & Refreshments Provided
Bearing Witness: Black Women, Sexual Violence &
the Power of Truth-Telling

Speaker: Dr. Tisha Brooks, Assistant Professor of English
Language and Literature at SIU—Edwardsville
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Music & Worship

From the Music Department:

Lenten Music
During March we observe the season of Lent as preparation for Our Lord’s Resurrection at Easter. This is a
time for introspection and prayer, and as a weekly reminder our services will include music inspired by
Psalm 130, “Out of the deep have I cried unto Thee, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice,” often referred to by its
Latin title, De Profundis. As ever, the musical elements in our worship will be drawn from a wide range of
periods & styles, though united in their capacity to inspire us prayerfully.

Worship Music Preview on YouTube
We continue to produce short ‘vignettes’ on YouTube via our FaceBook page that introduce the music for
the coming Sunday. This new feature to prepare you for worship is produced by our organist Brent Johnson, who is joined by Lansin Kimler and Philip Barnes. Thank you, Brent!

Perseid String Quartet to Perform on Good Friday
Following last year’s amazing performance – on the evening of Good Friday – of Haydn’s "Jesus’s Seven
Last Words" by the Perseid String Quartet, we are delighted to announce that the players will return for
THIS year’s Good Friday. At 7 pm the Quartet will present a powerful, searing quartet by Franz Schubert
(1797-1828) based on his own song “Death and the Maiden”, as well as the "Molto Adagio" from string
quartet #1 by Samuel Barber, a piece which is better known as his "Adagio for Strings." Both these pieces of
music embody Man’s suffering and are apposite for Christ’s Passion and Death. Be sure to join us for this
hour of reflection and prayer, and please tell friends who might not normally attend Third Baptist that this
is a rare opportunity to hear outstanding music and musicians on this most holy evening.

March Events
2
3
4
6
7
9
10
11
13
14
16
17

Lenten Meditation
Friday Pipes Concert & Reception
Crossover Basketball
Regular Sunday Schedule
Annual Dinner
WMS
Staff Meeting
Regular Wednesday Schedule
Lenten Meditation
Friday Pipes Concert & Reception
Crossover Basketball
Regular Sunday Schedule
Business Meeting
WMS
Staff Meeting
Regular Wednesday Schedule
Lenten Meditation
Friday Pipes Concert & Reception
Food Pantry
Crossover Basketball
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18
20
21
23
24
25

27

28
30
31

Regular Sunday Schedule
Staff Meeting
Regular Wednesday Schedule
Lenten Meditation
Friday Pipes Concert & Reception
Crossover Basketball
Palm Sunday
Adult Teachers Meeting
Regular Sunday Schedule
WMS
Staff Meeting
Regular Wednesday Schedule
Seder Meal
Good Friday
Crossover Basketball
Community Easter Egg Hunt

Greetings friends!
After a long hiatus due to health debacles and trips to Scotland, I am finally back and ready to get back to
work! This month we shall be reaching new heights with our Saturday Social via rock climbing at Upper
Limits in Maryland Heights! We have a special event booked there on March 17 where we get our own
corner of the gym reserved to help teach our kids the ropes (see what I did there?). If you have a kiddo
interested in attending, contact me by Wednesday, March 14! For more info and to get your kid signed
up, just contact me!

Youth Ministry

Saturday Social and Ladies Tea

Shortly thereafter we shall be once again serving at the wonderfully elegant event known as the Annual
Ladies Tea on April 7! For those not yet graced with this brilliance of this occasion, the Annual Ladies Tea
is a time when we get together for an afternoon of fellowship and fancy hats as we indulge ourselves in
the finest tea and finger foods the Saint Louis area has to offer! While the ladies sip away on their herbal
offerings and discuss the finer things in life, the men of the church, equipped with bow ties and cummerbunds, shall serve the ladies with the upmost vigor! The youth kids have always enjoyed this festivity and
we look forward to it once again. If you have a young man interested in good times and good food, just
shoot me an email!
Looking forward to all the amazing adventures coming up in the immediate future!
Blessings,
Travis
tadams@third-baptist.org

March Birthdays
1
3
4
5
8
9
10
11
12
16

Justin Jones
Juanita Wallis
Maria Bradford
Grace Moore
Virgil Dickinson
Nancy Furgerson
Brent Johnson
Tom Kurtz
Charles Taylor
Kathy Herendeen

17
20
22
23
25
28
29

Naomi Thiems
Carolyn Head, Lynn Spencer
Richard Stevenson
Genny Knight, Pat Whitt
Elizabeth Berger, Tena Thompson
Christie Kincannon, Michael Russell, Jr.
Don Wainwright
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In the city for good!
620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103
Church Office: 314.533.7340
third-baptist.org

Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons

Ella Banks

Tom Kurtz

PASTOR

RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT

BUSINESS MANAGER

Rev. Travis Adams

Byron Greer

Lansin Lim Kimler

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
STUDENTS & MISSIONS

BUILDING SUPERVISOR

PIANIST

Timothy Harrison

Christine McCarthy

Rev. Maria Stinnett

CUSTODIAN

FINANCE

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
CHILDREN &
COMMUNICATIONS

Karen Stewart &
Linda Freiburghaus

Raymond Murphy

Philip Barnes
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

CUSTODIAN

CHURCH HISTORIANS

Brent Johnson
ORGANIST

Sally Stevenson
PARISH NURSE

