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From the pastor: 

 Taking It All In 
Rev. Veronica Richardson stood behind Third’s pulpit Sunday evening, January 14. Veronica looked from right 
to left without saying a word—scanning all who attended our community celebration honoring Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. “I just want to take a moment and enjoy this experience and take it all in,” she said before launch-
ing into an exceptional sermon. 
 
Dear Ones, as we continue our journey in 2018, I am taking pause this evening (as I write this article at home, 
word was received that school has been closed; Carson, Colton and Dre are walking around with unbridled joy 
in their hearts) to reflect and take it all in. 
 
I’ve been honored to stand behind Third’s historic pulpit since August of 2015 and as I look around this is what I 
see… 
 

• Recollections of saints who are now part of the great cloud of witnesses, cheering us on. In my mind’s eye, 
I can still see Joe Gore sitting in the middle section with his Sunday School Class. I recall Theria Jackson and 
her beautiful smile, sitting with her family in the usual spot, middle section, always on the right side of the 
aisle. And my friend, Oliver Johnson, always on the left side, toward the front with his beloved Marvel. 
These three examples remind our church family that all who have gone home before us will always be a 
part of us. 

• The faces of an incredibly diverse community. I am honored and humbled each time I am privileged to bring 
the message and share worship with you. Some of you are on the edge of your seat. Some Sundays, I no-
tice you may fall out of your seats. But one thing is constant, I always leave energized and thankful for this 
beloved community. 

• I reflect on those behind me, our Sanctuary Choir. Philip, Brent, Lansin and Nancy present offerings of beau-
ty and inspiration. My soul is fed from prelude to postlude. 

• I think about our dear friends in the balcony. Always arriving early and prepared, Tom, Mike and Howard, 
making sure all our preparations are delivered through quality sound and audiovisuals. 

• As I “take it all in” a powerful, yet simple moment in our Service always moves me. After we welcome all to 
worship we stand and greet one another, passing the peace of Christ. From the pulpit, you can see hand-
shakes, hugs, smiles and laughter. One can almost feel the presence of barriers breaking down. There you 
are, the body of Christ, welcoming one another—a diverse community determined to hold fast to the One 
who holds us together—Christ Jesus, Our Lord. 

• And in moments of grace, you can read the faces of first time guests coming to an understanding, this 
space is special. 

 
Beloved, these are my thoughts as I take a break this cold January night. And as we begin our travels from Lent 
to Easter, may we continue to become instruments of God’s peace. 
 
Thank you for being who you are.  
 

Continued on page two 
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Lent to Easter 

Hear My Cry… 
 
 
 
 

February 18, 2018   March 4, 2018    March 18, 2018 
Have Mercy    My Sin is Ever Before Me  Restore Joy 
Psalm 51:1    Psalm 51:3    Psalm 51:12 
 
February 25, 2018   March 11, 2018    March 25, 2018 
My Sin is Ever Before Me  Cast Me Not Away   Hosanna, Hosanna 
Psalm 51:3    Psalm 51:10    Palm Sunday 
 
Wednesday, March 28  Friday, March 30   Can You Drink  
Seder Service                              Good Friday    from the Cup?                          
Johnson Hall    Perseid String Quarter  Fridays in March 
5:30 PM—6:45 PM                        7:00 PM    Noon 
                                                                                                             Memorial Chapel 
Easter Sunday 
Sunday, April 1 
9:30 AM—Donut Fellowship 
10:00 AM—Communion in Strauss Park 
11:00 AM—Easter Worship 

And it is a joy to welcome new members Joel and Peggy  
Pittenger to our beloved community! 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Tommy 
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Wednesday Night Discipleship for Adults  
5:00 PM—Dinner, 6:00 PM— Adult Discipleship in Johnson Fellowship Hall 

 

The Bible and The Quran 
 

                                       

                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint Paul’s sermon at Athens, Rembrandt 

Followers of Jesus communicate our faith through a lens of love. In addition, any knowledge we  gain from  
another’s perspective opens doors of conversation and conveys respect. (Read Paul’s sermon to Athens,  
Acts 16:17-34.) Christians travel similar roads to our Muslim neighbors: we connect through friendship, educational 
institutions, business and social gatherings. 
 
The Bible and the Quran will explore following: 

• Overview personalities and groups mentioned in the Bible and the Quran 

• What are similarities and differences between the two sacred texts 

• Explore areas of conversation which will enhance our witness to others 

 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, February 14 

6:00 PM  
Memorial Chapel 
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The Friday Pipes organ concert series for the winter and spring of 2018 is in place, and we began the series 
with a preview event on January 19th. Kaitlynn Eaton, a recent graduate of the American Organ Institute at 
the University of Oklahoma and Interim Director of Music at the Cathedral of St. John Berchmans, per-
formed.  This will be followed by another single concert on February 16, with Brendan Conner, a master’s 
candidate at Indiana University. 
 
The organ program at Indiana is a busy one, producing a lot of talented musicians, and we have several from 
their program coming to play for us this year. We also will see a number of familiar faces as the weekly series 
starts in full on March 9. David Erwin, Organist and Director of Music of Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church, 
will be performing. This is David’s third appearance with the series, having played in 2013 and 2015. On March 
16, Damin Spritzer, Professor of Organ at the University of Oklahoma and Artist-in-Residence at the Cathe-
dral Church of Saint Matthew, Dallas, Texas, will be here. She will be followed on the 23rd by Horst Buch-
holz, Director of Music at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis, who will return to the series for the fifth 
time.  Dr. William Sullivan from Laclede Groves Chapel in Webster Groves will be making his eleventh appear-
ance in May. We also welcome back Alton native Lucas Fletcher, as well as Katie Burk and Linda Andrews. 
 
We have one Wednesday evening concert scheduled as well this year, and it’s a special one. Rev. Mark 
Gifford will be returning to the console to accompany Cecil B. DeMille’s “The King of Kings.” Mark will be 
providing from the organ all of the music and sound effects for this epic 1927 silent movie. 
 
These concerts are all made possible by individual contributions to the Friday Pipes fund. If you’re interested 
in supporting the continuation of these recitals at Third Baptist, any support you can give is  
welcome.  Mostly, you’re invited to come experience the sounds of the unique organ of Third Baptist.  The 
concerts are free, so bring along your friends and family.  You won’t be disappointed! 
 
Information about the series, as well as videos and recordings of the events are available online at  
FridayPipes.com. Each recital begins at 12:30, followed by a reception where you can greet the artist and 
share some of Bonnie McDaniel’s punch and cookies. We hope to see you on Friday! 
 

Friday Pipes Winter Spring 2018 Schedule: 
 
    February 
    16 – Brendan Conner, Choirmaster and Organist, Church of the Nativity Episcopal, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Indiana University 
 
    March 
    9 – David Erwin, Director of Music and Organist, Ladue Chapel Presbyterian Church, St. Louis 
    16 – Damin Spritzer, Professor of Organ, University of Oklahoma, Artist-in-Residence, Cathedral Church of 
Saint Matthew, Dallas, Texas 
    23 – Horst Buchholz, Organist and Director of Sacred Music, Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis 
    30 – Brent Johnson, Organist, Third Baptist Church, St. Louis 

Friday Pipes Schedule for Winter/Spring 2018 
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In Celebration of Women’s History Month: 

Baobab People presents The Listening Ear 
 
 

Saturday, March 24 
10:00 AM—Noon 

Third Baptist Church, Johnson Hall 
Coffee & Refreshments Provided 

 
 

Bearing Witness: Black Women, Sexual Violence &  
the Power of Truth-Telling 

 
Speaker: Dr. Tisha Brooks, Assistant Professor of English  

Language and Literature at SIU—Edwardsville 

 
    April 
    4 – 6:00 Wednesday – Silent Movie “The King of Kings,” Mark Gifford, Organist and Director of Music, Cathe-
dral of the Immaculate Conception, Springfield, Illinois 
    6 – Daniel Segner, Director of Music, St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Glen Ellyn, Illinois 
    13 – William Sullivan, Organist, Laclede Groves Chapel, Webster Groves 
    20 – Evan Baxter Cogswell, Doctoral Candidate, Indiana University 
    27 – Lucas Fletcher, Assistant Organist, Trinity Episcopal Church, Indianapolis, Indiana 
 
    May 
    4 – Greg Santa Croce, Music Intern, Basilica of the Sacred Heart, University of Notre Dame 
    11 – Katie Burk, Music Intern, Trinity Episcopal Church, Bloomington, Indiana 
    18 – Linda Andrews, Organ Instructor, Western Illinois University, Macomb, Illinois 
    25 – Tyler Boehmer, Master’s Candidate, University of Kansas 

Friday Pipes Schedule Continued 
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 From the Music Department: 

Service Music Available on TBC Website 
Church members who would like to see what music is coming up each week may now consult the TBC Web-
site [http://third-baptist.org/music/service-music/] where the choral and instrumental selections, for the 
next five months, together with the hymns, are now listed. There you will see the rich variety of styles used 
to enhance our weekly worship. 
  

New piece written for TBC to debut February 18 
The British composer Sasha Johnson Manning has agreed to write a new piece for TBC. It is one of the sev-
eral versions of De Profundis (quoting Psalm 130, “Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee”) that we will 
present each Sunday during the season of Lent. Sasha trained at London’s Royal Academy of Music, but 
now lives in her home city of Manchester where she sings professionally as well as fulfilling numerous com-
missions. In the late 1990s Sasha was the first ‘Composer-in-Residence’ for the Saint Louis Chamber Chorus. 
Her new piece for us will be first performed on Sunday, February 18. 
  

New Communion Selections by John Rutter 
For the Lord’s Table this year we will sing some music specially written by a composer more familiar for his 
Christmas carols, John Rutter. Rutter trained in and subsequently led the music program at Clare College, 
Cambridge (UK). His communion music succeeds that of Welsh composer, William Mathias, which we sang 
on several occasions last year. 
  

Saint Louis Chamber Chorus Concert February 11 
 As we approach Valentine’s Day, consider treating yourself and/or your loved one to a splendid concert 
celebrating love, performed by the Saint Louis Chamber Chorus. Our own Director of Music, Philip Barnes, 
will lead the ensemble on Sunday, February 11 at 3:00 PM, in the E. Desmond Lee Auditorium (560 Building) 
at Washington University. The program comprises four major pieces: the ‘love waltzes’ of Johannes 
Brahms, an Agnus Dei by Missouri-born composer, Emma Lou Diemer, a cycle of French love poetry set by 
Morten Lauridsen, and a word premiere of six love songs by Francis Pott, who is flying from the UK for the 
premiere. Our own Lansin Kimler will accompany the choir in all four pieces, which require either ‘four 
hands, one piano’, or even ‘four hands, TWO pianos.’ The choir also includes David Miller, who sings in the 
TBC choir each Sunday. 
 
Please come and support these musicians in this festive project. Tickets are available 
from www.chamberchorus.org, or (636) 458-4343, or at the door. 

2 Verla Richman 
6 Delilah Canning, Maria Gray 
9 Melinda Jackson 
10 LaVerne Graham 
11 Beverly Odell 
12 Aaron Carter, Jr., Kaelyn Smithers 
16 Carl Moritz, Valdeen Slates 

17 Donna McDill 
20 Gene Dobbs Bradford, Tyler Bell 
21 Rick Lay 
22 Ed Sharpe 
23 Deborah Adrich Watson 
26 Ed Parham 
 

February Birthdays 

http://third-baptist.org/music/service-music/
http://www.chamberchorus.org/
tel:(636)%20458-4343


Third Base │ 7 

Y
o

u
th

 M
in

istry 

3  Crossover Basketball 
4  Executive Committee Meeting 
 Regular Sunday Schedule 
 Family Lenten Workshop 
6  WMS 
 Staff Meeting 
7  Regular Wednesday Schedule 
10  Crossover Basketball 
11  Deacon’s Meeting 
 Regular Sunday Schedule 
18  WMS 
 Staff Meeting 
14  Regular Wednesday Schedule 
 Ash Wednesday Service 

16  Friday Pipes Recital & Reception 
17  Food Pantry 
18  Regular Sunday Schedule 
 Church Council Meeting 
20  Staff Meeting 
21  Regular Wednesday Schedule 
23  Lenten Meditations 
24  Crossover Basketball 
25  Regular Sunday Schedule 
 Business Meeting 
27  WMS 
 Staff Meeting 
28 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 

Hey, friends! 
 
Time for signing teenagers up for camp is rapidly approaching!  We shall once again be traveling to the 
magical land of Kansas City, KS to participate in Youthfront Camp from July 10-15.  The deadline for sign-
ing up online and paying a $50 deposit is Feb 28!   
 
But alas, some of our kiddos could use some help making ends meet.  If you or a loved one would like to 
hire a teenager to do some work for you, let me know and we shall make the arrangements!  Garden 
work? Done!  Need some laundry folded?  We are on it!  Hate filing taxes? I have little faith we will do the 
job properly but we will try our best!  So just shoot me an email or a call so we can handle those pesky 
chores for you and send a kid to camp! 
 
Also, the youth kids and I are now in the swing of being super busy every Saturday morning via helping 
out with Crossover Basketball!  Crossover is an elementary basketball program aimed at teaching kids 
the fundamentals of both the glorious sport of basketball and the core values of the Christian faith. And 
we could always use some more help!  Whether its teaching 1st graders to dribble a ball, running the 
scoreboard on a game day, selling Sweet Buns at the concession stand or going through memory verse 
drills with the kiddos, there is always a place for you on Crossover Saturdays!  We are in the gym from 
9am-12pm every week, but even if you only drop by for a bit it would be amazing!  Or just come watch 
how adorable these kids are and get to know some of the new families that are starting to hang out 
with us!  We are super blessed to have this space and time with our neighbors and would love for you to 
experience that joy alongside us! 
 
As always, thanks again for everything.  We wouldn't be here without you! 
 
Blessings, 
Travis 

Deadline to Sign Up for Summer Camp is Approaching 

February Events 



In the city for good! 

620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103 

Church Office: 314.533.7340 

third-baptist.org 

 

Dr. Tommy Simons 
PASTOR 

Rev. Travis Adams 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  
STUDENTS & MISSIONS 

Rev. Maria Stinnett 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  

CHILDREN &  
COMMUNICATIONS 

Philip Barnes 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

Ella Banks 
RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT 

Byron Greer 
BUILDING SUPERVISOR 

Timothy Harrison 
CUSTODIAN 

Karen Stewart & 
Linda Freiburghaus 
CHURCH HISTORIANS 

Brent Johnson 
ORGANIST 

 

Tom Kurtz 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Lansin Lim Kimler 
PIANIST 

Christine McCarthy 
FINANCE 

Raymond Murphy 
CUSTODIAN 

Sally Stevenson 
PARISH NURSE 

Staff 


