
Third Base 

  Third Base | 1  

 

•

From the pastor: 

continued on page two 

Good News for the New Year 
Stewardship 
The Stewardship emphasis yielded the following results: 

• Several family groups pledged same amount as last year 

• 42 increased their pledge 

• 14 needed to decrease 
The end result is $35,000 increase from last year. 
Most importantly, no matter your category and amount you are able to give, thank you for your  
financial sacrifice.  

 
2018 Budget 
Many months of preparation have produced a solid budget for 2018. Thank you to all our staff,  
committee chairs, Trustees, Executive Committee and Tom Kurtz, business manager. 

 
Third’s Leadership Team 
The Nominating Committee, under the leadership of Evelyn Kurtz, has produced a solid slate of commit-
tee chairs and servants. For all those who have agreed to serve, may God bless your stewardship of 
time, talents and wisdom. On Sunday, December 10, Leslie Davis was recognized for outstanding ser-
vice as Moderator. We are blessed Mr. Juan Moore has agreed to serve as our Moderator beginning in 

2018. 
 

Welcome to Third 

The past few weeks we’ve welcomed: 

 

 

Mona Harrison Cecil Peets Tory Cooper 
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Departure of Preclarus 
Good news?! Pastor, we are losing an important tenant, which assists the financial health of our  
congregation. 
 
Well, let’s reflect on the following: 
 

• The Executive Committee wisely recommended 2018 budget working under assumption  
Preclarus would depart in June 2018. 

• The departure of an important tenant offers Third an opportunity to exercise our faith. I’ve com-
municated several times, we work out of either fear or love and we will approach their depar-
ture as an open door for God to create something new. 

 
And my friends, this is how we should approach 2018. God continues to bless our community at the 
corner of Grand and Washington. Our task is to remain faithful and continue our journey with a joy-
ful spirit. 
 
We are all aware of challenges we face as a city congregation. We are on the front lines of blessings 
and opportunity. Where else would you rather offer your stewardship of time, talents and re-
sources? 
 
And may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
(Romans 5:13) 
 
A-Men and A-Men, Happy New Year! 
 
Tommy 

New Sign In Procedure for Preschoolers 
 

Beginning December 10, we have begun new sign in procedures for preschoolers at Third.  
Preschoolers will be signed in by their parent/guardian upon arrival and departure. This will help 
us to provide a safe and nurturing environment for all of the children entrusted to our care. 
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Worship Series Debuting Sunday, January 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AND JESUS SAID… 
 
Why are you afraid…? 
Matthew 8:26 
January 7 
 
The Son of Man has no place to lay his head. 
Luke 9:58 
January 14 
 
Who do men say that I am? 
Mark 8:27 
January 21 
 
What were you discussing along the way? 
Mark 9:33 
January 28 
 
Simon, I have something to say to you. 
Luke 7:40 
February 4 
 
Lazarus is dead. 
John 11:14 
February 11 
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Celebration and Remembrance 
 

Sunday, January 14, 2018 
5:00 PM 

Hosted by Third Baptist Church 
Sponsored by Third Baptist, Second Baptist, Dayspring, Antioch Baptist  

and Southern Union Missionary Baptist 
 

Special Music by University of Illinois Choir 
Message by Rev. Veronica Richardson  

 

Adult Discipleship 
Wednesdays at 6:00 PM; Dinner is served at 5:00 PM 

Beginning our series: 
Jerusalem: Holy City and Historical Conflict 
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2 Clara Jackson 
5 Leslie Davis 
7 Margaret Warmann 
8 Jimmie Miller 
12 Kia Swan Moore 
14 Martha Barthel 
16 Derek Knight 
18 Harvey Cunningham 

20 Matthew Watson 
22 Adarah Sanders 
24 Ka’Von Holloway 
26 Lansin Kimler, Thomas Pushe, Betty Swyers 
27 Charlotte Wilkerson 
30 Mike Thiems, Gabe Thiems 
 

Birthdays 

‘Tis the Season…to Fall Down While Skating 

Hey friends!! 
 
‘Tis a new year which means we need to start talking about all the new things we are doing this 
year!  While I am in the midst of finalizing some details about some upcoming events, I can 
proudly announce we shall be continuing our tradition of ice skating at the next Social Saturday! 
  
We shall be skating over to Forest Park on January 20 at the Steinberg Skating Rink following our 
service at the food pantry.  As always, TBC shall be covering the bill, but to ensure we have 
enough transportation for this super popular event, please contact me by January 17 to reserve a 
spot!  And if an afternoon watching teenagers collide with the unforgiving ice over and over and 
over again sounds like a lovely and/or therapeutic afternoon, let me know!  Chaperones are  
always needed! 
 
I know what you are thinking... “But Travis, my teenager prefers to be in the blistering hot heat 
rather than the frigid cold!  Is there anything coming up where possible dehydration can serve as 
part of the experience??” Of course!  On July 10-14 we shall be returning to Youthfront in Kansas 
City for another exciting week of summer camp including kids entering the 6th grade all the way 
to those just graduating high school.  We have a few slots reserved, so be sure to sign up your 
favorite adolescent ASAP!  Deadline for a $50 deposit and registration is March 1.  If you wish to 
get more info on how to sign up or any questions about the camp, just shoot me an email or a 
phone call. 
 
Here is to a Happy New Year!  May 2018 be the best year yet! 
 
Blessings, 
Travis 
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This month we are checking in with our long-time partner Debbie Mulneix as she speaks about some major 
changes in her ministerial work: 
 
I am so pleased to announce that I have begun my new role as Regional Missionary for Asian Partners.  The 
great thing about the change is that the job is relating to the people I have been working with in the past, 
plus several additional groups! 
 
A Missionary relates to individuals, but also to the Partner organizations in their country.  In India, I worked 
with the Council of Baptist Churches of North East India.  In the Philippines, the group was Convention of 
Philippine Baptist Churches. Nepal’s partners include the Nepal Baptist Church Council.  This new job allows 
me to work with these organizations and about a dozen others all over Central and South Asia.   
 
One of the best parts of this job is that as I visit and work with these partners, volunteers (like YOU!) will be 
visiting and working with these same partners, helping them to serve God in their communities.  Each time I 
travel overseas, I plan to take a group of volunteers to meet these partners and to experience what it is like 
to be a Christian in a foreign country. 
 
If you have never gone to another country on a mission trip, or if you are starting on a new passport be-
cause there are no more Visa stamp pages, I would love to have you join me in a trip.  They will last from 10 
days to 2 weeks, and may include learning about the partner and their challenges, a bit of national/regional 
history, some cultural information, and a bit of good old sweat from a day of work.  It will depend on what 
the partner wants/needs us to do to help them in their efforts to present Christ to their people. 
 
There are several of us working on these “Friendship Mission Trips” and we already have 6 planned for 2018.  
  February—India   June—China 
  April—South Korea, Nepal  October—Thailand 
  May—Philippines  
If you are interested in joining us, send me an email at dmulneix@aol.com , or call me at 304-203-4404.  I 
would love to help you experience the life of a Christian in another country. 
 
As I go forward in this new endeavor, working with our Baptist partners overseas, I find that I need partners, 
too.  I cannot do this alone. I need people to come alongside me, to partner with me and the rest of the 
teams in sincere prayer.   Specifically, I’d like to ask you to pray for: 

• Volunteers that are willing to serve in other countries, making an impact for Christ. 

• Our overseas partners’ ministries that they will be able to use us to further their work. 

• Me, as I travel and work with the ministries and volunteers in various ways. 
 

I am also asking families to be involved through financial partnership.  I am at about 85% of the funding I will 
need to do this work and so I am looking for 15 new partners, individuals, churches, or groups to give $75 to 
$100 per month for the next 2 to 4 years.  
 
Your prayers, and participation are needed to make these goals a reality.   Would you be willing to become 
an active participant in this new ministry with me? 

 
I thank you for the many ways that you have partnered with me and with those I have served for Christ in 

the past.   Philippians 1:3-6 

mailto:dmulneix@aol.com
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1 Church Offices Closed 

 

3 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

 

7 Regular Sunday Schedule 

 

9 WMS Meeting, Staff Meeting 

 

10 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 

14 Regular Sunday Schedule 

 Martin Luther King Celebration 
 

16 Staff Meeting 

 

17 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 

20 Food Pantry 

 

21 Regular Sunday Schedule 

 

23 WMS Meeting, Staff Meeting 

 

24 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 

28 Regular Sunday Schedule 

 

31 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 

January Events 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee  
  Fellowship 
9:45 AM Sunday School  
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary 
Noon  Fellowship,  
  Pillsbury Threshold 
 

Wednesday Schedule 
9:00 AM Friendship International 
3:15 PM  Third Readers 
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner 
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study,  
  Children’s Activities,  
  Youth Activities 
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 



In the city for good! 

620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103 

Church Office: 314.533.7340 

third-baptist.org 

 

Dr. Tommy Simons 
PASTOR 

Rev. Travis Adams 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  
STUDENTS & MISSIONS 

Rev. Maria Stinnett 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  

CHILDREN &  
COMMUNICATIONS 

Philip Barnes 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

Ella Banks 
RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT 

Byron Greer 
BUILDING SUPERVISOR 

Timothy Harrison 
CUSTODIAN 

Karen Stewart & 
Linda Freiburghaus 
CHURCH HISTORIANS 

Brent Johnson 
ORGANIST 

 

Tom Kurtz 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Lansin Lim Kimler 
PIANIST 

Christine McCarthy 
FINANCE 

Raymond Murphy 
CUSTODIAN 

Sally Stevenson 
PARISH NURSE 

Staff 


