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From the pastor: 

 Advent 2017 
As A Child: The Wonder of Christmas  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Has adulthood decreased elements of wonder? We’ve seen it all before, the traditional elements and 
flow of Advent. 
 
Charles Schultz (Charlie Brown Christmas), Charles Dickens (A Christmas Carol) and Polar Express resur-
rect childlike wonder for all ages. 
 
Spiritual and emotional health are tied to our ability to wonder. When was the last time you were truly 
amazed? 
 
Advent 2017 is designed to exercise reverence and astonishment. Let us become “as a child” along 
with the children and teenagers of Third Baptist. 
 
To see a World in a Grain of Sand 
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower, 
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand 
And eternity in an hour 
—William Blake 

Let the children alone, don’t prevent them from coming to me. God’s kingdom is made up of people like 
these. 

—Gospel of Matthew continued on page two 
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The following is a beautiful tapestry of connection and reflection. 

December 3, 2017 (First Sunday of Advent) 
The Polar Express: Hearing Problems of Adulthood 
Mark 1:1-3; Luke 10:40 
 
Wednesday, December 6, 2017, Memorial Chapel, 6:00 pm 
Advent: Journey Through Pain and Loss 
Advent is a difficult road for those who have experienced loss. This service is directed to those who 
are grieving over the death of loved ones or significant changes to life in the past year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 10, 2017 (Second Sunday of Advent) 
The Magic of Christmas 
Composed by Peter Warlock 
Third Baptist Sanctuary Choir 
 

Peter Warlock (1894 - 1930), who is credited with writing some of the most beautiful carols of the 
20th century. Warlock was a fascinating figure; his real name was Philip Heseltine, and under that 
name he wrote learned articles and reviews of Renaissance music. But as "Warlock" - his alter ego - 
he collaborated with several amazing poets incredibly on lovely carols that avoid cliches and are 
wholly original. 
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December 17, 2017 (Third Sunday of Advent) 
A Christmas Carol: Bah and Humbug 
Isaiah 40:1-8 
 
Christmas Luncheon and Celebration, Johnson Hall 
(Immediately following worship) 

 Featuring Virgil Dickinson and his band 

 Chili will be served 

December 24, 2017 (The Fourth Sunday of Advent, Christmas Eve) 
10:00 am- Christmas Eve Brunch in Johnson Fellowship Hall 
11:00 am- Christmas Eve Service 
A Charlie Brown Christmas 
Luke 2:8-14  
 
Caren and I look forward to journeying with our church family this Advent season. Finally, the Advent 
season is a wonderful time to invite those searching for a church family. Please use the above compo-
nents, as a means of outreach for your family and various ministry groups. 
 
Merry Christmas, Friends! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
 
Tommy 
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Christmas Baskets! 
It’s that time of the year again!  As always, we are looking for donations to assist in our annual Christ-
mas Basket giveaway.  Each family participating will get enough food to ensure the household gets a 
full-fledged Christmas dinner plus some toys to put under the tree for the kiddos.  We also include 
some basic hygiene kit materials to help cut back costs for basic necessities, too. 
 
We are hoping that church members will be able to provide toothpaste and deodorant for our Christ-
mas baskets this year.  If you are able, we shall receive all items in the office during regular office hours 
or on Sunday mornings.  Or should you prefer to make a monetary donation, just label your gift as 
“Christmas Basket Hygiene” and our busy little TBC helpers will ensure your donations purchase the 
supplies needed to make this a great Christmas for those who would otherwise likely not have one. 
 
This has traditionally been one of the biggest ministries Third Baptist has conducted in its long history 
of charitable giving.  Thank you for making it happen as we look forward to another amazing Christmas 
tradition with our neighbors here in Grand Center! 

Operation Christmas Child 
Thank you to all those who participated in Operation Christmas Child this season! This ministry is 
looking for new directors for 2018. If you are interested in helping, please contact LaVerne Graham 
or Pat Whitt. 
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Hey friends! 
 
What a year it has been.  By the time you have read this, we will have completed our last Social 
Saturday of the year. We have attempted to “Escape the Room”.  Hopefully this year we will 
have a picture proving we actually won it this time!  But no matter whether we ever defeat the 
Room, no one can deny we have had a wonderful year of Social Saturdays all around.  From  
Laser Tag to Bowling games to Games at the Park, we have had many great opportunities to 
bond and meet new people as our youth group continues to grow.  Thanks again for all of the 
chaperones and sponsors who have made such great times happen! 
 
We also just returned from our annual ABY Gathering where we met up with teenagers from all 
across the Great Rivers Region for a weekend of worship, fellowship, discipleship and ser-
vice.  This year’s theme was “Transformers”.  As we reflected on how God transforms our lives, I 
can’t help but be proud of our group of young people and how far they have come.  Third Bap-
tist Youth group was the life of the party as we took 15 teens this year!  It always a good prob-
lem when you start running out of room for all the youth on the bus for all the new things we 
are doing! 
 
Due to Christmas shenanigans, we won’t have any more youth activities until the New Year.  In 
the meantime, we shall continually pray that 2018 will be just as positive of a year for our group 
as 2017! 
 
Blessings, 
Travis 

1 Carolyn Jones 
7 Leslie Schultz 
9 Clayton Buck 
10 Candace Owen 
11 Karen King 
13 Herman Leroy 
14 Kelly King 
17 Melissa Sasser 

20 Carson Wright Simons 
21 Johnny Jay 
23 Tim Harrison 
26 Mary Burns 
28 Rowena Haywood, Mya Russell 
29 Gabi Moore, Bill Pearson,  
30 Connie Vohsen 

Birthdays 

American Baptist Youth 
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Greetings friends! 
 
During the Christmas Season, we take up a special offering specifically focused upon providing 
extra support to our various international ministry partners.  After witnessing the devastation 
caused by a series of hurricanes across the regions of Costa Rica and Puerto Rico, we have elect-
ed to focus our holiday offering upon the rebuilding efforts of those areas.  In our November is-
sue of Third Base we featured our regular missionary partner Lillian Solt of CEDCAS.  She will be 
one of the recipients of the Christmas Offering this year, so be sure to go back and read up on her 
amazing work in last month’s edition.   
 
Our second recipient will be the American Baptist One Great Hour of Sharing.  To bring more light 
to that project, here is an excerpt from their website: 
 
In response to the devastating one-two punch leveled at Puerto Rico first by Hurricane Irma and 
most recently by Hurricane Maria, American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), in partnership 
with American Baptist Churches USA (ABCUSA), will launch a multi-year initiative, “Rebuilding, Re-
storing, Renewing Puerto Rico,” Executive Director Dr. Jeffrey Haggray announced today. 
 
“Rebuilding, Restoring, Renewing Puerto Rico” seeks to raise $1 million within the next three to six 
months through One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) to support rebuilding the homes, churches and 
lives of our brothers and sister in Christ. ABHMS has pledged $25,000 to launch this major renewal 
effort, matching OGHS funds already earmarked for Puerto Rico recovery. 
 
“Within the next three to five years,” Haggray said, “we will work with our American Baptist part-
ners to restore all 114 churches and nine missions in the Iglesias Bautistas de Puerto Rico as well as 
Corporacion Milagros del Amor and Seminario Evangélico de Puerto Rico.” 
 
So far, OGHS has reached $347,480.41 of its $1 million-dollar goal.  To learn more details about the 
conditions of Puerto Rico and how various missionaries are making a positive difference in some 
very negative circumstances, visit http://abhms.org/mission/themes/puerto-rico-relief.  There you 
shall find numerous articles about the recovery effort, including some amazing videos concerning 
the current day to day struggles of the region. 
 
We pray this year God leads you to give to the hurricane relief of Costa Rica and Puerto Rico.  We 
also hope that love and peace are present in the hands and hearts of all those working diligently 
to bring back a state of normalcy for those effected.  May The Healer and Redeemer we celebrate 
this season be evident as all things are made new once again by His Grace and Mercy.  
 
Blessings, 
Travis 

International Ministry Christmas Offering 

http://abhms.org/ministry-opportunities/give-now-online/
http://abhms.org/mission/themes/puerto-rico-relief
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3 First Sunday of Advent 

 Regular Sunday Schedule 
 Church Council Meeting 
 

5 WMS 

 Staff Meeting 
 

6 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 

9 Christmas Craft Day for Children 

 

10 Second Sunday of Advent 

 Regular Sunday Schedule 
 Business Meeting 
 

12 WMS 

 Staff Christmas Dinner 
 

13 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 

14 Christmas Basket Preparation 

 

15 Christmas Basket Preparation 

 

16 Christmas Basket Distribution 

 

17 Regular Sunday Schedule 

 Christmas Luncheon 
 

20 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

  
 
 

24 Christmas Eve Brunch 

 Worship 
 

27 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

 

31 Regular Sunday Schedule 

December Events 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee  
  Fellowship 
9:45 AM Sunday School  
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary 
Noon  Fellowship,  
  Pillsbury Threshold 
 

Wednesday Schedule 
9:00 AM Friendship International 
3:15 PM  Third Readers 
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner 
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study,  
  Children’s Activities,  
  Youth Activities 
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

 
Church Council Meeting 

Sunday, December 3 
 

Church Business Meeting 
Sunday, December 10 



In the city for good! 

620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103 

Church Office: 314.533.7340 

third-baptist.org 

 

Dr. Tommy Simons 
PASTOR 

Rev. Travis Adams 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  
STUDENTS & MISSIONS 

Rev. Maria Stinnett 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  

CHILDREN &  
COMMUNICATIONS 

Philip Barnes 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

Ella Banks 
RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT 

Byron Greer 
BUILDING SUPERVISOR 

Timothy Harrison 
CUSTODIAN 

Karen Stewart & 
Linda Freiburghaus 
CHURCH HISTORIANS 

Brent Johnson 
ORGANIST 

 

Tom Kurtz 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Lansin Lim Kimler 
PIANIST 

Christine McCarthy 
FINANCE 

Raymond Murphy 
CUSTODIAN 

Sally Stevenson 
PARISH NURSE 

Staff 


