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From the pastor: 

Lessons from Matthew 

Matthew Kearns is Director of Community Engagement and Programming for Grand Center Arts  
District. 
 
I approached Matthew about Third connecting with  
patrons walking to  Fox Theater and other venues—
through concerts and other artistic offerings—at Strauss 
Park. 
 
Matthew is an instantly likeable young man—gifted with 
enthusiasm and possibilities for Grand Center Arts District. 
The sand sculpture created at Strauss Park was birthed 
through his innovation and creativity. 
 
Matthew seems to have a low anxiety about “creative  
ideas” failing to attract a crowd. He was certain chess 
would be a connection to the arts district community but it “failed miserably.” However, sand sculp-
tures, food trucks and trapeze artists on Tuesday nights were a hit. I have volunteered to be a guest 
trapeze artist and still waiting on an answer… 
 
Matthew was supportive of our endeavor to touch lives in the district. Good communication and 
transparency has led to a high level of trust between Third and the Arts District. 
 
Matthew reaffirmed some good principles: 

 Don’t play scared. Throw the ball down field. Sometimes our ideas will “work” and at times, our 
“brilliant ideas”  fizzle out. 

 Keep our enthusiasm concerning service to “the other.” Don’t let a failed venture steal your joy. 
Keep moving. 

 Create programs which develop relational vitality. The most successful exhibits from our friends at 
the Arts District are those which emphasize personal connection. 

 
 
Beloved, Third is a blessed community. The past several months we’ve been graced with people  
connecting to our congregation, who grew up in different cultures and countries. 

continued on page two 
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Third’s beautiful tapestry—which God has created— is nurtured through grace, love and a 
culture of having an empty seat at the table—enthusiastically welcoming the stranger to join 
our feast. 
 
Diversity has found a common ground in the saving love of Jesus Christ. 
May we be good stewards of the gift we’ve been given. 
 
So, let us journey together in joy! Through all our avenues of ministry—  committees and 
teams—continue your good creativity—not tempered by “fear of failure” or “playing 
scared.”  
 
And I’ll keep  you updated on my trapeze artist application… 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Tommy 

Congratulations to Anne Niyigena, who 
was recently married in Rwanda. Anne 
will return to Third and continue stud-
ies at SLU in August.  
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Worship in August: 

A Congregational Health Check-Up 
Diversity’s glue is our common bond in Jesus Christ.  

The Scriptures offer practical guidelines concerning our church family’s continued relational vitality. 
As in any healthy relationship, our fellowship with one another merits continued examination and 
celebration.  

August 6 
Children’s Sabbath 
Communion 
Dinner Invitations 
Kit Ripley, who serves as a missionary in Thailand, will be  
sharing about her ministry with the New Life Center Founda-
tion (NLCF) in northern Thailand. The NLCF works with tribal 
minority girls who are survivors of labor exploitation, sexual 
abuse, domestic violence and/or human trafficking and girls 
who are at risk for exploitation and abuse.  
 
August 13 
Summer Youth and Children Reflections 
Put Your Name On it 
Matthew 12:1-14 
(Promotion Sunday) 
 
August 20 
The Gift of Non-Anxious Presence 
Luke 21:9-15 
 
August 27 
Stuck in the Middle With You 
Matthew 18:15-17 
 
September 3 
Communion 
Staying Connected: In Midst of Change and Anxiety 
Philippians 2:1-7 
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This month we find a somber report in the newest newsletter from our missionary friends in Haiti: 
 
Dear Loved Ones, 
  
Greeting. It has been hot and very humid. With no AC, no 24/7 electricity, it is hard to have a restful 
night. Last night however it rained and it will help cool down the heat. 
 
This Saturday, I started the day early on a pastoral visit.  I went North to visit the Daniel family in La 
Coupe. The Daniel family has a family transmissible disease that has affected the father and almost 
all the children. It cripples them and die before they get old. They have already lost their oldest boy 
whom was paralyzed for over seven years.   
 
From La Coupe, I took the opposite direction for Plaisance to visit Madame Jean.  A fervent deacon 
of our Baptist Church, Mrs. Jean lost her two senior university children from the 2010 deadly earth-
quake. Since that loss Madame Jean has not been the same again. She puts a smile when people 
are around. Otherwise she suffers from high blood pressure, dizziness and weakness. And the cries 
inside her heart never stop.  
 

 

Missionary of the Month: 

Kihomi Ngwemi and Nzunga Mabudiga 
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Summer Giving 

Summer is here!  When you are away, remember the church. An easy way to give to Third is 
through our Online Giving website at https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1679. Online giving is a 
great help to the financial health of the church. Online Giving allows you to securely and privately 
make contributions to our church without writing checks or worrying about cash donations. This 
site lets you set up automatic contributions and change the timing or the amount of your gift at 
any time. It's easy to click on "Create New Account" and complete your initial account registra-
tion, when you've visited the website.  
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While in Plaisance, the spirit led me to remember a lady and her husband I met at Miami Interna-
tional Airport. I asked for them. Interestingly their house was just across Madame Jean's. When 
I got to that house, I was surprised to learn that the husband was dead five months ago and now 
the son was shot dead in the capital city five days ago. Unprepared I had to counsel the lady who 
needs a professional help. She talks, talks with no break and no stop. She has been shocked by 
the loss of her husband and now her son. Before leaving them all I read a portion of scripture,  
extorted and led them in prayers .  
 
Many of our people suffer in silence with nobody to hear them. They cry as they walk and cry as 
they sing and pray. They have become ruminant of their own problems.      
 
Thank you for being with us so that we can be with them.  
 
In Haiti,  
Kihomi  
 

https://www.osvonlinegiving.com/1679
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Wednesday Night Discipleship for Adults 

October 31, 2017 is 500th Anniversary of Martin Luther’s 95 Thesis. During the next several weeks we 
will explore major players in Reformation: Luther, Calvin, Zwingli (Magisterial Reformers) along with 
other “minor” players of Reform. 

 

The study will be viewed through lens of historical events, plus practical application for our present 
environment. 

 

All participants will receive a guide—for further exploration and study. 

 

Our journey debuts Wednesday, August 2nd at 6pm—Johnson Fellowship Hall. 
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 Summer Organ Series 

Our third summer concert takes place on August 
16 when I will be joined by our pianist Lansin 
Kimler for a program of music for piano and  
organ. You can expect some favorite hymns, as 
well as classical works arranged for the pairing. 
We'll both be playing solos on our instruments 
as well. Once again, this program will be about 
an hour long, and starts at 6:00. 
 
These concerts are all made possible by individu-
al contributions to the Friday Pipes fund. If 
you’re interested in supporting the continuation 
of these recitals at Third Baptist, then we do 
welcome any support you can give. But I invite 
you also to come experience the sounds of the 
unique organ of Third Baptist.  The concerts are 
free, so bring along your friends and family.  You 
won’t be disappointed! 
 
-Brent Johnson 
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Music Update 
August 2017 

  

 

No Dogs In The Choir!  
Despite the fact that we are now experiencing the dog days of summer, the Music Department has 
some special pieces to enhance our Sunday morning worship during August. We begin and close 
with a ‘guest artist’, though to describe our first, Gene Dobbs Bradford, that way is silly, as he’s a 
stalwart of our congregation! We follow his harmonica playing with a celebration of Belgian music, 
led by César Franck’s beautiful motet Panis Angelicus (sung in English, of course). The week after 
that it’s the turn of Canada, with organ & choral music by Healey Willan. Then, to wrap up the 
month, we come closer to home with a haunting arrangement of the spiritual Jesus, My All, To  
Heaven Is Gone by a Missouri-born composer, Howard Helvey. For this service we’ll be joined by a 
wonderful oboe player, Mark Pye, who will perform in the Helvey and other solo works.  
 

Beating Time 
As you begin planning your activities this fall, be sure to mark down the afternoon of Sunday,  
November 12th at Third. That’s when our own Philip Barnes brings the Saint Louis Chamber Chorus 
for a concert titled Even Such Is Time. The program features a world premiere by British composer, 
Stuart McIntosh, who will fly here for the occasion. Also featured will be the stunning visual images 
of Jacob Buchowski, whose photographs will be projected on our screen simultaneously with the 
choir’s performance. For tickets to this one-of-a-kind presentation, and the opportunity to meet 
both Stuart & Jacob, go online to www.chamberchorus.org, or call (636) 458-4343. 
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http://www.chamberchorus.org/
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2 Natalie Thiems 
4 Maggie Jackson,  
 Gwendolyn Tyson 
5 Ken Blanton,  
 Elizabeth Pritcher 
7 Kaitlin Armbruster,  
 Jeanene Moritz 
9 Cynthia Dickinson 
10 Rachael Barnes 
12 Edem Dzunu 
13  Jerry Campbell,  
 Julie McDaniel 

14 Willard Beason 
19 Nicholas Fay 
20  Edna Betts, Rachelle Jay,   
 Evelyn Kurtz 
21 David Wigger 
25 Samuel Governor 
27 Pat Blake, Frank Stevens 
28  Jacqueline Baxter,  
 David Stevenson 
29 Iris Davis 

Birthdays 

Youthfront Camp 
July 11-15, ten of our youth and children attended Youthfront Camp in Lacygne, KS. 
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2 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 No Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 

6 Children’s Sabbath 

 Blessing of the Backpacks 
 Regular Sunday Schedule 
 

9 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 

13 Promotion Sunday 

 Regular Sunday Schedule 
 

15 Men’s Support Group 

 

16 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 6:00 PM—Concert by Brent Johnson and  
 Lansin Lim Kimler 
 

19 Food Pantry 

 

20 Regular Sunday Schedule 

 

23 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

 

27 Regular Sunday Schedule 

 

30 Regular Wednesday Schedule 

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee  
  Fellowship 
9:45 AM Sunday School  
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary 
Noon  Fellowship,  
  Pillsbury Threshold 
 

Wednesday Schedule 
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner 
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study,  
  Children’s Activities,  
  Youth Activities 
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

August Events 



In the city for good! 

620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103 

Church Office: 314.533.7340 

third-baptist.org 

 

Dr. Tommy Simons 
PASTOR 

Rev. Travis Adams 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  
STUDENTS & MISSIONS 

Rev. Maria Stinnett 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  

CHILDREN &  
COMMUNICATIONS 

Philip Barnes 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

Ella Banks 
RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT 

Byron Greer 
BUILDING SUPERVISOR 

Timothy Harrison 
CUSTODIAN 

Betty James &  
Karen Stewart 

CHURCH HISTORIANS 

Brent Johnson 
ORGANIST 

 

Tom Kurtz 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Lansin Lim Kimler 
PIANIST 

Christine McCarthy 
FINANCE 

Raymond Murphy 
CUSTODIAN 

Sally Stevenson 
PARISH NURSE 

Staff 


