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From the pastor:

Welcome Home
Third is blessed with a steady stream of guests searching for faith and a place to belong. The feedback I’ve received from those “checking us out” is encouraging; the quality of our music/worship
services and warm fellowship are common themes.
Danny Lawrence gave a beautiful testimony of joy in worship June 11. He recounted the joys and
challenges of his life. And one of the highlights was connecting with Third Baptist Church. There
were a few tears shed when Danny thanked our church family for offering love, acceptance and
grace.

Third, every time we gather in our worship space, all of our membership should be aware of:


Importance of a warm greeting to those seeking a place of worship



Remembering how it feels to be a first-time guest in a new surrounding



An opportunity to effectively use your gift of hospitality



The importance of a personal invitation to fellowship in Pillsbury Threshold following worship



Assisting single moms and dads with children—be kind if children become “unruly”—offer
grace and assistance. And as an aside, the noise of children or crying babies does not disturb
your pastor during sermon—it wakes some of you up!

Dear Ones, from Parking Lot to Pillsbury Threshold—may all our guests depart our campus
knowing this is a place to call Home.
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Word from the Pastor

Finally, continued thanks and appreciation to our Sanctuary Choir. Your hours of practice
result in beautiful music offerings each Sunday. On behalf of all who are blessed—thank
you to Philip, Brent and Lansin for guiding our worship experience.
And we welcome Ronald Gordon to
our family of faith.
Grace and Peace,
Tommy
Summer Giving
Summer is here! When you are away, remember
the church. An easy way to give to Third is through
our Online Giving website at https://
www.osvonlinegiving.com/1679. Online giving is a
great help to the financial health of the church.
Online Giving allows you to securely and privately
make contributions to our church without writing
checks or worrying about cash donations. This site
lets you set up automatic contributions and change
the timing or the amount of your gift at any time. It's
easy to click on "Create New Account" and complete your initial account registration, when you've
visited the website.
- Maria Stinnett

Ronald Gordon

July Calendar
Life on the Vine
Continues
July 2- Cultivating Kindness
(Rev. Edem Dzunu preaching)

July 5- No pm Services

July 9- Goodness

July 19 and 26- Dinner and
Wednesday night events
will take a brief summer
break and return Wednesday, August 2.

July 16- Faithfulness

July 23- Gentleness
July 30- Self- Control

2 │ Third Base

Wednesday Nights
in July
July 12- Organ Concert in
Sanctuary. Mark Gifford.

Missionary of the Month

Missionary of the Month: Kit Ripley
This month we like to reintroduce you to Kit Ripley, American
Baptist Missionary in Thailand! Here are some words from her
latest newsletter:
As I sit down to write this newsletter, it’s hard to believe that my flight to the United
States takes off in less than a month. So much to think about! We recently celebrated
New Life Center graduations and the 20-Year Anniversary of the opening of the NLC
Chiang Rai residential branch.
Looking ahead, there are dozens of projects to finish both at the New Life Center and
for classes I’m taking at Chiang Mai University. And while I really look forward to reconnecting with American friends, family and supporters, the scheduling, travel and
housing arrangements, sermon writing, PowerPoint preparation, and promotional material production are rather over-whelming.
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Missionary of the Month/Youth

When I get to the US, there will be my driver’s license renewal, car insurance, physical and vaccinations, programming a GPS, display table… The checklist goes on. Moving halfway around the
world ain’t for sissies! Nevertheless, I am thrilled to have a chance to see you and catch up on all
the exciting things happening in your world!
I am looking forward to my upcoming US adventure and I’m most grateful for your thoughts and
prayers as I travel. I can’t wait to see you on the other side of the “puddle”. And as always, thank
you for your friendship and generous support that enables me to continue serving in Thailand.
Blessings,
Kit

Kit will be visiting Third Baptist on August 6 to share a special
presentation during Sunday School and a shorter presentation during our morning worship. Be sure to be here to meet this amazing
minister in person!! To check out more on Kit, go to internationalministries.org!!

Youth Ministry Update
Hello friends!!
So we have officially survived laser tag!! And while the field proved muddy (so much so I feared taking my phone
on the battlefield…hence no pictures…sad day) such obstacles did not stop us from having our stories of valor
sang in the hymns of Lasertag Valhalla! It was truly a blast! We shall most definitely be hitting that up again in the
future!!
But for now our sites are set forward toward camp! At Youthfront Camp in Kansas City, we have the unique opportunity to also include the 6th graders who are graduating up to the youth program in the Fall. It should be a
great time of getting them oriented not only to the differences of our teenage program, but also with the rest of the
group as we play and learn together from July 11-15 in some dynamic and exciting games! We can’t wait to show
you the highlight video later on in the year!

Due to being gone for camp, we won’t be at the food pantry this week. As a result, we also shall take one more
month off from our Saturday Socials. But we shall come back in full force in August!!
August 11- Boy’s night out (Skyzone, junkfood and video games @ Travis’ house!!)
August 19 – Saturday Social @ Francis Park (outdoors game and Ted Drewes!!)
August 23 – Girls night out (Skyzone, junkfood and karaoke night/slumber party at the church!!)
It is shaping up to be an awesome summer! Can’t wait to share all the stories with you upon our return!!

Blessings,
Travis Adams
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Sunday,

Matinee Movie

Matinée Movie
July 23

The Community Ministries team would like to invite the church and
community to our first annual movie afternoon to benefit Christmas
Baskets.

Lunch and snacks will be available
for purchase.
Cast your vote and decide the movie. Raffle tickets may be purchased on Sundays beginning June 25th. Chances are $1 each, 6 tickets for $5, or an arm for $20. The drawing will
determine the winning movie.

The choices are: Sister Act 2, White Christmas, Beauty and the Beast (animated), Enchanted, or Inside Out.

There will be a silent movie themed baskets auction as part of the day events.
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Christmas Basket

Children’s Ministry

Children’s Ministry Update
Back to School Supply
Drive

The New Horizons Sunday School
class will be collecting school supplies during the month of July to be
shared at the August Food Pantry.
Donations can be placed in the Library on Sundays and Wednesdays
or money may be donated and the
New Horizons class will do the shopping for you. Thanks in advance for
your support!

Vacation Bible School
July 28-29
for Children ages three through
completed sixth grade
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Music at Third

Music Update
The Summer Organ Series kicked off at
Third Baptist Church with music from James
D. Hicks. He presented works from Nordic
countries, works that are typically unknown
and unexplored. We appreciate James
sharing his talents with us, and wish him the
best as he tours through Europe.
Coming up in July, Reverend Mark Gifford is
scheduled to perform on the 12th. Most of
you will not need an introduction to Mark,
but he is currently serving as Interim Organist of the Cathedral of The Immaculate Conception in Springfield, Illinois. He has performed at Third Baptist multiple times in the
past few years, on the Friday Pipes series,
and as a guest organist of the St. Louis Theatre Organ Society. You never know what
Mark has up his sleeve when he sits down
at the console. Most of Mark's concerts include either a silent movie, or a sing-a-long,
or a special guest. He's always got the latest
jokes and makes sure that everyone has a
good time. His hour-long program will start
at 6:00pm.

Our third summer concert takes place on August 16 when I will be joined by our pianist Lansin
Kimler for a program of music for piano and organ. You can expect some favorite hymns, as
well as classical works arranged for the pairing. We'll both be playing solos on our instruments
as well. Once again, this program will be about an hour long, and starts at 6:00.
These concerts are all made possible by individual contributions to the Friday Pipes fund. If
you’re interested in supporting the continuation of these recitals at Third Baptist, then we do
welcome any support you can give. But I invite you also to come experience the sounds of the
unique organ of Third Baptist. The concerts are free, so bring along your friends and family. You won’t be disappointed!
-Brent Johnson
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Music at Third

Music Update
July 2017
As Maggie Boeckman's beautiful jazz & gospel solos at the end of June suggested, during the summer months we like to vary our musical offerings, and during
July our choir will alternate with two sets of guest artists. The choir will sing July
2nd, 16th, and 30th, but on the 9th our worship will be enriched thanks to the Youth
Choir of Broadway Baptist Church, Fort Worth,Texas. Then, on 23 rd July, Adam
Kosberg, whom we usually hear in our choir’s bass section, will play two solos on
the bass trombone. Adam earned a doctoral degree on the instrument from the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and has played with the St. Louis
Low Brass Collective, among other fine sounding groups! At Sunday morning’s
service Adam will play works by Jules Massenet and Jan Sandström, accompanied by our pianist Lan Sin Kimler. And 'stay tuned' for August's guest artist, who
plays a pretty mean harmonica - wonder who that could be?
-Philip Barnes
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Birthdays
1 Anthony Petrovics

17 Elijah Kimler

4 Linda Roos

18 Marvelle Johnson

6 Tommy Simons

19 Andrea Banks

7 Travis Adams
Anna Shanks

22 Theresa Greer
Karen Stewart

8 Marguerite Still
Diane Turner

27 Rosalie Gaither
29 Dea Hoover

9 Judy Sorgenfrei
10 Harold Jackson
14 Alice Worrell
Arris Harris
15 Suresh Ramsaroop
Elizabeth Hoffman
16 Lynda Sharpe
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July Events
2 Regular Sunday Schedule

30 Regular Sunday Schedule

4 Offices Closed

5 No PM Services
9 Regular Sunday Schedule
12 5:00 PM—Fellowship
6:00 PM—Mark Gifford Organ
Concert
7:00 PM—Choir Rehearsal
15 8:00 AM—Set up for Food Pantry
9:00 AM—Food Pantry
16 Regular Sunday Schedule
19 No PM Services
23 Regular Sunday Schedule
26 7:00 PM—Choir Rehearsal (No
other Wednesday night activities)
28 9:00 AM—Vacation Bible School

Sunday Schedule
9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee
Fellowship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary
Noon
Fellowship,
Pillsbury Threshold
Wednesday Schedule
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study,
Children’s Activities,
Youth Activities
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

29 9:00 AM—Vacation Bible Study
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In the city for good!
620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103
Church Office: 314.533.7340
third-baptist.org

Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons

Ella Banks

Tom Kurtz

PASTOR

RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT

BUSINESS MANAGER

Rev. Travis Adams

Byron Greer

Lansin Lim Kimler

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
STUDENTS & MISSIONS

BUILDING SUPERVISOR

PIANIST

Timothy Harrison

Christine McCarthy

Rev. Maria Stinnett

CUSTODIAN

FINANCE

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
CHILDREN &
COMMUNICATIONS

Betty James &
Karen Stewart

Raymond Murphy

Philip Barnes
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

CUSTODIAN

CHURCH HISTORIANS

Brent Johnson
ORGANIST

Sally Stevenson
PARISH NURSE

