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From the pastor:

Approaching the Christmas Season
The Christmas Season is tailor made
for celebration and cynicism. There is a
a tension between sacred and secular.
To do lists expand, along with our
waistlines. The calendar begins to tick
away and anxiety rises concerning gift
giving and social obligations.

in our church family and community
who have experienced loss in the past
year. As you plan your Christmas
week, discover who is admitted to
hospitals or long term residents of
care facilities. Keep yourself aware of
elderly members recovering at home.

May I offer a few suggestions,
garnered from experience and my
own mistakes, in approaching the
Season?

Your presence will be a ministry of a
grace. So, before heading out to family
meal or fighting traffic at the malls—
spend a few moments with the
"other", for you are offering a rare and
special gift—your time.



Embrace Worship
The four Sundays of Advent, along
with Christmas Eve Service are
planned to offer rich variety, joy and
hope. Listen again to the story of His
birth. Sing with joy, traditional songs
of the season. Listen with grace, as
our hearts are filled with beautiful music and various expressions of faith.


Enrich Another's Journey
Christmas can be a time of loneliness
and sorrow; loved ones separated by
distance or death; the inability to
experience "traditional Christmas
season" with family or friends. In
short, keep your antenna up for those



Renew Relationships
Do you have a good friend who has
dropped off the radar? You promise
we need to get together soon, but
time and circumstances have prevented renewal of an important connection. In addition, personal relationships with those who live under our
own roof need to be renewed. Has the
past year brought a decrease in relationship with daughter, son, husband,
wife or significant other? Again, offer
your gift of time during the Christmas
Season.
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In our culture of social communication, face to face experiences offer moments of healing and renewal.
May God continue to use our little story to bring about His Big Story and plan for Saint
Louis.

Thank you for a beautiful year of ministry at Third Baptist Church. You continue to
welcome my family as one of your own.
May we embrace worship, enrich another's journey and renew relationships, as we
celebrate Advent—In the City for Good!

Grace and Peace,
Tommy

Service of Hope

in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Sunday, January 15
5:00 PM
Special Guest: Dr. F. Delano Benson
Pastor, Antioch Baptist Church
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Last month we hosted the annual ABY Youth Gathering which featured over 70 teens and
35 adults from neighboring American Baptist churches. We had worship services,
workshops, missions and games over the course of the weekend which resulted in an
awesome weekend filled with spiritual growth and strengthened fellowship.

Youth Ministry

ABY Thank You!!

We would like to thank the speaker Tom Douglas, Interim Minister of Chenoa Baptist
Church, for bringing messages of power and encouragement while also being a shining
example of Christ’s love to everyone. Also, a major thanks to our worship band, 4th Point,
from Chicago for bringing some powerful worship throughout the weekend and bringing
the house down on Friday night! If you would like to grab a taste of their excellent
ministry, be sure to listen to the worship service on our website.

And of course, thank you to all the members of TBC who stepped up to the plate.
Whether it was hosting kiddos in your home or bringing delicious treats, none of this
awesome weekend would have been possible. I pray it was as much of a blessing for you
as it was for those who came for the event.
Looking forward to more events like this in the future!!
Travis
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Advent 2016: Do You Hear What I Hear?

Advent I: November 27, 2016
Mary’s Response to
Elizabeth’s Blessing

The Song of Mary
Luke 1:46-55

Advent II: December 4
The Song of Zechariah

The Benedictus
Luke 1:67-79

Zechariah’s unbelief caused losing and
regaining his speech. His response is one of
praise for God’s salvation history, from Abraham to the birth of Jesus.
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Advent III: December 11
Christmas Music from
Adult Choir
Directed by Philip Barnes

Advent IV: December 18
Children’s Christmas Program
The Angels’ Song

Gloria

Luke 2:14
The angels song was gifted to shepherds
working in the fields. The shepherds
responded by journeying to Bethlehem and
worshipping the Christ child.

Christmas Eve
5:00 pm- Concert by Brent Johnson
5:30 pm- Christmas Eve Service

The Song of Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

The Song of Simeon
Nunc Dimmitus
Luke 2:28-32
Simeon’s revelation was expressed through
praise and thanksgiving for promises
fulfilled.
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Global Missions

Global Missions Update
Every Sunday this December, we shall be receiving our
annual Christmas offering for the support of global
missions. As we discussed in detail last issue, this year’s
recipients include CBF Missionaries Nancy and
Steve James and ABC Missionaries Kihomi Ngwemi and
Nzunga Mabudiga. All the missionaries this year work in
Haiti, which is still recovering from numerous natural disasters, including the extreme flooding earlier this year. We
pray that you consider if you can give during this holiday
season to these extraordinary people trying to do
extraordinary things in the name of Christ.

Steve & Nancy James

On January 8th, following the service, we will host a
Missions Celebration Luncheon. During this time, we will
Kihomi Ngwemi &
be doing a couple of things. 1. We will be showing some
Nzunga
Mabudiga
pictures and sharing some stories about all the mission
trips to Eastern Europe our TBC members have been involved with in the past
year. If you would like to hear all the great details about these adventures from
Rev. Travis Adams, Rev. Maria Stinnett, and our good friend Judy Parham, which
time hasn’t allowed us to share on Sunday mornings, now is the time to catch up
on all the excitement!! 2. We will also be giving a brief description of all the other
exciting ventures our Global Mission Team are conducting on a regular basis. We
hope such conversations will not only be an excellent time to celebrate the great
work that is being done in the name of Third Baptist, but also better inform each
other of all the great things we can and will do together in the future.
A small meal will be provided for the event. A donation box for our Women’s
Missionary Society Special Offering will be available. All proceeds shall go towards
supporting Deborah House, a center in Tijuana, Mexico which serves as a haven
for abused women and children. So, if you are interested in hearing all about TBC
Missions or just would like to fellowship with others over a quick meal, please join
us after the service on January 8th!!!
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Crossover (formally known as Upward Basketball) is a program of Third Baptist
Church St Louis where we combine our love of sports with our love for kids in
order to create community, learn about sportsmanship and celebrate the love of
Christ. As we come together and learn more about one another, we shall hopefully
see a transformation in all of us as we “crossover” from death to life, sin to
salvation and old to new.
Starting in January, Pre K – 8th grade children from all around our neighborhood
shall join us on Wednesday nights for basketball practice and bible study to prepare
ourselves for our Saturday morning games. We anticipating having 70-80 kids
participate this year! Which means that we need a lot of help to make this the best
season yet!! Here are the positions we need filled in order to make our church and
this program a time where both kids and their parents are able to experience the
grace, love and hospitality of Christ:

Basketball coaches – lead kids in practice, run basketball drills and coach the team
during games. Need 20 coaches total. 1 hour on Wednesday. 1 hour on Saturday.
Bible coaches – assist basketball coach during practice and leads short 10-minute
devotional/ memory verse exercises near the conclusion of each practice. Need 6
coaches total. 1 hour on Wednesday. 1 hour on Saturday is optional, but ideal.
Concession stand vendors – Help prepare and sell food and drinks from concession
stands during the games. 4 different 1 hour slots on Saturday morning. Need two
vendors for each slot. Sign up for multiple slots if you want!!

Referees – Call fouls and make rulings during the games. You get to wear an
extremely stylish and powerful whistle. 4 different 1 hour slots on Saturday morning. Need two refs for each slot. Sign up for multiple slots if you want!!
Continued on page 8
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Crossover Basketball

Volunteers Needed!

Church /Community

Crossover Basketball
Continued from page 7
Practices on Wednesdays from January 4 – March 15
Games on Saturdays from January 18 - March 18
Reward Banquet on April 1
Thank you so much for how you have supported this ministry in the past. Even if
your schedule doesn’t allow for a long commitment, it would still mean the world
for you to drop in on a game when you can. About 80 families in total come to our
games each week. 80% of those families have no church home. So please, help us
make this a place they can call home.
For more info about volunteering or signing up your child for the program, contact
Demetrius Bryant: (314) 406-4563 llmbryant@sbcglobal.net
Travis Adams: (870) 373-1823 tadams@third-baptist.org

Shoe Drive Through December 4
The Shoeman Water Projects' main focus is to provide clean water in
communities in developing countries. They have generated revenue to fund
these water projects by collecting new and gently used shoes. These shoe
collection efforts will help improve our planet by keeping wearable, usable shoes
out of local landfills and directing them to a secondary market for reuse both locally and globally.
Third is hosting a shoe drive: now through December 4th. You can drop pairs of
shoes (pairs only, rubber banded or tied together, please!) in the collection bin
next to the church kitchen. Thank you for your donations!
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Immediately following worship, join us in Johnson Hall for lunch and
a Christmas concert featuring the Dickinson family. The cost for the
luncheon is $5.00.

Church /Community

Christmas Concert & Luncheon
Sunday, December 4

Children’s Ministry
Christmas Craft Day
Saturday, December 10
10:00 AM—noon
All children are invited to join us for a morning of Christmas crafts,
refreshments and a Christmas movie. If your child(ren) plan to
attend, please contact Maria by Wednesday, December 7.

Children’s Christmas
Production
“The Fumbly Bumbly Angels”
Sunday, December 18
During morning worship
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Church /Community

Christmas Basket Toy Drive
The New Horizons Sunday School
Class is again collecting toys to be
distributed along with Christmas
baskets. We would appreciate
toys for boys and girls ages 0-12,
along with donations of wrapping
paper, gift bags, ribbons and
bows. A collection box is in the
library.
If you'd rather not shop,
monetary donations are
appreciated as well. You can
leave your monetary donation in
the church office designated for
the Toy Drive by December 7.

Birthdays

Hygiene Kits for Christmas
Basket Ministry
The Community Ministries team is
collecting hygiene items for the
Christmas basket ministry
through November 27. The following items are needed for hygiene kits to be distributed with
the Christmas baskets:
 individually wrapped bar bath
soap
 body wash
 body lotion
 Deodorant
 toothpaste
 packs of 4-6 toothbrushes

12 Carolyn Philpot

28 Rowena Haywood

1

Carolyn Jones

13 Byron Greer

Mya Russell

4

Theodore Wright

15 Andy Holshouser

29 Gabi Moore

7

Leslie Schultz

17 Melissa Sasser

30 Connie Vohsen

9

Clayton Buck

18 Brittany Komerous

31 Gina Komerous

10 Candace Owen

21 Johnny Jay

Athena McFerrin

11

23 Timothy Harrison

Wayne Meyer

Mary Brengle
Karen King
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Church Council Meeting
Regular Sunday Schedule
Luncheon & Concert
College & Young Professionals
Gathering

6

Staff Meeting
WMS Bible Study & Luncheon

7

Friendship International
Regular Wednesday Schedule

10

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

11

Regular Sunday Schedule
Church Business Meeting
College & Young Professionals
Gathering

13

Staff Christmas Party
WMS Mission Projects

14

Friendship International
Regular Wednesday Schedule

17

Christmas Basket Distribution

18

Regular Sunday Schedule
Dedication of Children’s Area
Memorial Service for Muriel Petrovic

20

Staff Meeting

21

Friendship International

24

Christmas Eve Concert
Christmas Eve Service

25

Worship

26

Church Offices Closed

27

Church Offices Closed

Holiday
Worship Schedule

December 2016

4

There will be
no Sunday School on
Sunday, December 25
& Sunday, January 1.
We will gather for
worship at 11:00 AM on
December 25 & January 1.

Sunday Schedule
9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee Fellowship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary
Wednesday Schedule
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study, Children’s
Activities, Youth Activities
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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In the city for good!
620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103
Church Office: 314.533.7340
third-baptist.org

Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons

Ella Banks

Tom Kurtz

PASTOR

RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT

BUSINESS MANAGER

Rev. Travis Adams

Byron Greer

Lansin Lim Kimler

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
STUDENTS & MISSIONS

BUILDING SUPERVISOR

PIANIST

Timothy Harrison

Christine McCarthy

Rev. Maria Stinnett

CUSTODIAN

FINANCE

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
CHILDREN &
COMMUNICATIONS

Betty James &
Karen Stewart

Raymond Murphy

Philip Barnes
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

CHURCH HISTORIANS

Brent Johnson
ORGANIST

CUSTODIAN

Sally Stevenson
PARISH NURSE

