
 

Third Base 

Recognized by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch as ‘Best Choral  
Conductor’, Philip has established an enviable reputation for 
choir training and programming through his work with the Saint 
Louis Chamber Chorus. He has conducted this professional  
ensemble since 1989, and has earned numerous plaudits locally, 
nationally and internationally for his direction. His work may be 
heard on more than a dozen compact discs, most recently on 
the Regent (UK) label. His commentary may be heard on  
Re-Quired Listening, a selection of great choral and vocal music, 
broadcast weekly on the Radio Arts Foundation of St.  
Louis (107.3 FM and online). As a singer he has appeared on 
many commercial recordings in both the USA and England, 
where he spent his formative years as a boy chorister and later 
adult member of various cathedral and chapel choirs. 
  
Philip has sung, conducted, and lectured on a wide range of 
subjects in Europe and North America. Many of these presenta-
tions have examined the intersection of music and classical literature, which reflects his training not 
only as a musician but also as a classicist; the latter he employs as a member of the Latin & Greek  
Department of John Burroughs School, where he was the first holder of the Johnston Endowed Chair 
in Classics. 
  
Philip holds degrees and postgraduate certificates from the universities of Bristol and Manchester 
(UK), and King’s College, London. He was also elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. He is  
married to a lifelong member of Third Baptist, Rachael, with whom he has two children, Eliot and  
Sylvia. He has yet to convert any of their household to the glories of unaccompanied choral music, 
but one of their cats is showing signs of acceptance. 

Mr. Philip Barnes has agreed to serve as our Director of Music  
through Sunday, January 29, 2017. 

From the Pastor: 

A Blessed Welcome...New Space and Life, 
Advent 2016 

From the Pastor, continued on page two 

Philip Barnes, 
Interim Director of Music 



Page 2 

From the Pastor 

Wednesday Night  
Adult Discipleship 

 
5:00 PM— Dinner 
6:00 PM— An Exploration of the book 
of Exodus 
 
We will discuss: 

 date and authorship 
 relevant applications to spiritual formation 
 historical background and theme 

Third, thank you for your positive response to transferring children to Fellowship Hall, Screen and in-
stallation of modular pews in Memorial Chapel. 
 
Here’s our next steps: 
 
 Sunday, December 18, following worship we will dedicate our new children’s space.  
 Sunday, December 18, our screen will be installed and ready. Our first experience will involve  

reflection and photos from Judy Parham’s mission trip to Romania. 
 The Memorial Chapel will be re-dedicated Sunday, January 22, 2017.  
 Sunday morning fellowship (9:30am-9:45am) will move to Johnson Fellowship Hall beginning  
 Sunday, January 8. 
 Adult Bible Study transfers to Johnson Fellowship Hall beginning January 4, 2017. 

From the Pastor (continued)... 
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Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Dear Third Baptist Family, 
 
Every week, teachers wait in the infant, toddler, preschool, children, and youth classrooms for children 
who may or may not arrive. 
 
Twice a month, Maria and church volunteers plan and lead children’s worship. 
 
Multiple times a week, Travis meets with and supports the youth of our church. 
 
In addition, many of these individuals along with additional church members hosted camps, VBS, and 
special events throughout the year. 
 
All of the above are gifts generously given.  As a parent, I want to publicly say thank you to each  
teacher and volunteer who minister to Third’s children, youth, and families. 
 
 
Three years ago, I became a new parent to a 2 
year old and a 5 year old through the foster sys-
tem.  Church was one of the few places I could 
leave my children without requiring fingerprints 
of substitute caretakers.  When my youngest 
started attending Sunday School, she was the 
only child in the class—thank you to her teacher 
for being consistent and hopeful in an empty 
classroom.  That first year, VBS was the first time 
in 4 months that I had a day to myself.  And, I  
didn’t have another day to myself until VBS the 
following year.  Thank you for all who volun-
teered—you gave me the gifts of sanity and 
peace. 
 
 
The children and youth volunteers of Third not only give gifts in the now, but they plant seeds of Holi-
ness that grow in Third’s youngest members.  Last week, my oldest told me that when she gets upset 
or angry she asks Jesus to help her calm down.  She and her sister are blossoming because of the love, 
acceptance, and teaching they receive here at Third---as are all of Third’s children and youth. 
 
Thank you, 
Karen King 

With Gratitude 

Kelly & Nancy at VBS 2016 



Youth Ministry 
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New Ministerial Assistant 
 
Sometimes, success can make life difficult. Over the course of my two 
years here as the Minister of Students, we have had an impressive  
increase in attendance in our program on Wednesday evening. As a  
result, we have encountered the unique problem of having more chil-
dren to collect during my weekly bus route than we can currently con-
tain on one bus!!  
 
As a result, we have been blessed with the resources necessary to hire a 
new assistant for Wednesday evenings who shall not only help drive a 
second bus to help with our current overflow, but also begin some new 
artistic and mission projects to help further our kid’s expression and ex-
ecution of their faith. 
 
After wading through numerous hours of interviews with candidates 
and even more hours of prayer and reflection, we are proud to  
announce Kelly Watts as our official new Ministerial Assistant.  
 
Kelly has served in several ministerial positions including work with special needs children, clients with 
behavior rehabilitation, and numerous years in prison ministry. After being a Christian for the past ten 
years and serving the least of these in often the most difficult of circumstances, Kelly has begun minis-
terial coursework with Global Grace Seminary with anticipation of serving in churches professionally in 
the future. Without a shadow of doubt, I am confident that Kelly will not only prove as an excellent aid 
for our particularly difficult logistical difficulties, but bring about some excellent wisdom and a refresh-
ing perspective to our youth program as she shares her insights about the redemptive power of God 
via expounding upon her experiences serving the Kingdom of God. 
 
We look forward to you meeting Kelly in the immediate future and are ecstatic to see how God will 
move through her as she joins us in the dynamic movement of God which Christ has already begun to 
reveal here in the youth ministry of Third. Be sure to say hi and get to know Kelly when you see her 
corralling our kids!! 
 
Thanks again for all the support you have given our youth ministry in these past couple of years. If not 
for your prayers, donations, and kindness shown to our kids, we would not have these unique and 
blessed new logistical needs!! May God bless you as much as you have blessed me and our teens. 
 
In Christ, 
Travis Adams 
Minister of Students and Missions 

Kelly Watts,  
Ministerial Assistant 



Global Missions 

2016 Christmas Offering for Global Missions 
 

This year the focus of our Christmas Offering will be the nation of Haiti.  As many of you well know, the 
country has once again suffered greatly due to devastating natural disaster.  While still attempting to 
recover from the destruction of an earthquake which left 55,000 in shelters and a cholera epidemic 
which resulted in 26,000 cases this year, over 400 people have died and 2,200 homes have been  
destroyed after the devastating storms.  In an attempt to alleviate such pain and suffering, we shall be 
sending aid to two missionary partners already doing massive work for the Kingdom of God in that 
region. 
 

Nancy and Steve James – CBF Missionaries 
In Haiti, skilled medical professionals are often overworked and poorly 
paid, and hospitals lack the proper infrastructure. Partnering with the 
Haitian Baptist Convention, the Jameses travel regularly to small 
church-related medical clinics. They provide medical training and  
encouragement to the staff, help find medicines and supplies, and  
consult with patients. The poor roads in Haiti make it difficult to make 
the trips each week. So they often travel every other week to the  
outlying clinics bringing supplies each time we come. 
 

The needs at the clinics are many – financial resources to keep the clinics open, small generators to 
provide electricity, running water, medical supplies, and staff training. They often find themselves 
helping the staff to think of new models to resolve their problems through teamwork and to develop 
their listening skills rather than "top-down" leadership used by so many organizations. 
 

Kihomi Ngwemi and Nzunga Mabudiga – ABC Missionaries  
Kihomi and Nzunga serve as a vital link between International Ministries and the Haitian Baptist  
Convention. They both visit and preach in churches and serve through a variety of ministries. 
 

Nzunga teaches theology at the Christian University of Northern Haiti, 
trains assistant professors in teaching, and administers a scholarship  
program for elementary, high school and university students. He manag-
es two projects: the goat and pig project for children and the clean water 
project for communities. He also administers the Cap-Haitian Eye Clinic. 
 

Kihomi works with families in the areas of counseling, women’s health, 
Community Health Evangelism and economic development. She also  
coordinates and advises the women’s association of the Haitian Baptist 
Convention, representing women of all the Baptist denominations of  
Haiti at international conferences. 

 

We pray that in the following months leading to the Christmas season, you considering giving to these 
wonderful missionaries living in the midst of ugly circumstances.  Also, please join us in bringing 
awareness and prayer to this region as the people of Haiti attempt to endure many more months of 
physical rebuilding and emotional recovery.  Thank you for support and prayers. 
 
Blessings, 
Travis Adams 
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Advent 2016:  Do You Hear What I Hear? 

 
We are entering Advent—moments of reflection, carols, celebration and joy. The songs and poetry  

from Mary, Zechariah, the angels and Simeon from Luke’s Gospel will be our focus.  

Advent I:  November 27, 2016 
Mary’s Response to Elizabeth’s Blessing 

The Song of Mary 
Luke 1:46-55 

Advent II:  December 4 
The Song of Zechariah 

 The Benedictus 
Luke 1:67-79 

Zechariah’s unbelief caused losing and regaining 

speech. His response is one of praise for God’s  
salvation history, from Abraham to the birth of  

Jesus. 
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Advent III:  December 11 
Christmas Music from Adult Choir 

Directed by Philip Barnes 
 
 

 
 
 

Advent IV:  December 18 
Children’s Christmas Program 

The Angels’ Song  
Gloria 

Luke 2:14 
The angels song gifted to shepherds  
working in the fields. The shepherds  

responded by journeying to Bethlehem 
and worshipping the Christ child. 

 
 

Christmas Eve 
5:00 pm- Concert by Brent Johnson 
5:30 pm- Christmas Eve Service 

The Song of Christmas Eve 
 

Christmas Day 
The Song of Simeon  

Nunc Dimmitus 
Luke 2:28-32 

 
Simeon’s revelation was expressed through 
praise and thanksgiving for promises  

fulfilled. 
 



In Our Church & Community 
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Birthdays 

3 Timothy Miller, Mable Wright 
6 Tia Wilson 
7 Vashti Ramsaroop 
9 Gordon Richart 
10 J. B. Richman, Harold Russell,  
 Arleta Thurman 
13 Camille Shepperd 
14 Andrew Eaker 
15 Monica McDaniel-Collins 
16 Isaiah Collins, Greg Martin 
18 Evelyn Pickett, Nancy King 
19 Brittany Coleman 
20 Mary Anderson 
22 Tom Frank, Gene Stewart, Maria Stinnett 
23 Carla Jackson 
27 Al Hedrick 
28 Debbie Scheid 

Church-wide 
Thanksgiving Celebration 

Wednesday, November 16 
 

We will have a traditional Thanksgiving 
meal at 5:00 PM. At 6:00 PM, we will  
gather in the Sanctuary for an organ  

concert by Alcée Chris III of  
McGill University in  

Montréal, Québec, Canada. 

Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, November 13 
Following worship 

Join us in the Choir! 

Third Baptist Church is a veritable ‘cathedral’ for 
Baptists, with a seating capacity close to 1200, a 
majestic, newly restored pipe organ, and a 
grand piano. So, as the church prepares for the 
Christmas season, its choir of women and men 
invites singers, from both our own congrega-
tion and beyond, to join them to work with the 
newly appointed Director of Music, Philip 
Barnes. Philip is known for his imaginative  
programming and extensive experience in train-
ing choirs of all stripes. He’s also intent that his 
choristers find their singing both enjoyable and 
uplifting.  
 
We rehearse Wednesdays, 7:00 PM—8:30 PM 
and perform Sundays 10:30 AM—Noon. If you 
would like to sing with us this year, contact  
Philip Barnes at the church and ask for more  
information. 

Toy Drive  
for Christmas Basket Ministry 

 

The New Horizons Sunday School Class is again 
collecting toys to be distributed along with 
Christmas baskets.  We would appreciate toys 
for boys and girls ages 0-12, along with  
donations of wrapping paper, gift bags, ribbons 
and bows.  There is a box in the Library  
designated for donations.   
 
If you'd rather not shop, monetary donations 
are appreciated as well.  You can leave your 
monetary donation in the church office desig-
nated for the Toy Drive. 
 
We would appreciate having all donations by 
Wednesday, December 7.  As always, we  
appreciate your support!" 



November 2016 

This Month at Third 

1 Staff Meeting 

 WMS Bible Study and Lunch 

2 Friendship International 

 Fellowship Dinner 
 Adult Bible Study, Youth Activities,  
  Children’s Activities 
 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

4 American Baptist Youth Gathering 

 Friday Pipes 

5 American Baptist Youth Gathering 

6 American Baptist Youth Gathering 

 Doughnut and Coffee Fellowship 
 Sunday School 
 Worship 
 Fellowship 
 College & Young Professionals Gathering 

8 Staff Meeting 

 WMS Mission Projects 

9 Friendship International 

 Fellowship Dinner 
 Adult Bible Study, Youth Activities,  
  Children’s Activities 
 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

11 Friday Pipes 

13 Doughnut and Coffee Fellowship 

 Sunday School 
 Worship 
 Fellowship 
 Church Council Meeting 
 College & Young Professionals Gathering 

15 Staff Meeting 

 Men’s Support Group 

16 Friendship International 

 Church-wide Thanksgiving Celebration 
 Fellowship Dinner 
 Adult Bible Study, Youth Activities,  
  Children’s Activities 
 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

18 Friday Pipes 

19 Food Pantry 

20 Doughnut and Coffee Fellowship 

 Sunday School 
 Worship 
 College & Young Professional Gathering 

22 Staff Meeting 

23 Friendship International 

27 The First Sunday of Advent 

 Doughnut & Coffee Fellowship 
 Sunday School 
 Worship 
 Fellowship 
 College & Young Professional Gathering 

29 Staff Meeting 

30 Friendship International 

 Fellowship Dinner 
 Adult Bible Study, Youth Activities,  
  Children’s Activities 
 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

Sunday Schedule 
 

9:30 AM—Doughnut & Coffee Fellowship 
9:45 AM—Sunday School, various locations 
11:00 AM—Worship, Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday Schedule 
5:00 PM—Fellowship Dinner 
6:00 PM—Adult Bible Study, Children’s  
Activities, Youth Activities 
7:00 PM—Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
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THIRD BAPTIST CHURCH 
620 N. Grand Blvd. 
St. Louis, MO  63103 

Dr. Tommy Simons 
PASTOR 
 
Rev. Travis Adams 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  
STUDENTS & MISSIONS 
 
Rev. Maria Stinnett 
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR  
CHILDREN & COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Philip Barnes 
INTERIM DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
 
Ella Banks 
RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT 

 
Byron Greer 
BUILDING SUPERVISOR 
 
Timothy Harrison 
CUSTODIAN 
 
Betty James & Karen Stewart 
CHURCH HISTORIANS 
 
Brent Johnson 
ORGANIST 
 

Tom Kurtz 
BUSINESS MANAGER 

Third Baptist Church Staff 
 
Lansin Lim Kimler 
PIANIST 
 
Christine McCarthy 
FINANCE 
 
Raymond Murphy 
CUSTODIAN 
 
Sally Stevenson 
PARISH NURSE 
 
Kelly Watts 
MINISTERIAL ASSISTANT 

 

In the city for good! 
620 North Grand Blvd. 
Saint Louis, MO 63103 

www.third-baptist.org 
 


