Third Base
From the Pastor:

Children, Chapel, Screen
On Sunday, September 18, three recommendations will come before our church family.
Several informational meetings have already taken place. The feedback and spirit has been positive and
forward thinking. Informational meetings in September are scheduled as follows:
 Wednesday, September 7—5:00 PM and 7:00 PM in Sanctuary
 Sunday, September 11 and 18—9:00 AM in Sanctuary
Some answers to your questions may be found on our web site. Please go to our home page
www.third-baptist.org and click “Letter from Tommy.”
If you are unable to attend informational meetings or require further information or clarifications,
please email me at tsimons@third-baptist.org. I will be glad to meet face to face, if that is your preference. Please call my cell at 281.914.1772 and we’ll set up a time to dialogue.
A brief pastoral word on each recommendation:
Children will transition to Fellowship Hall
The children are presently meeting in a location that is an unnecessary security risk for our children and
teachers. Children’s rooms are located two floors above Ground Floor. At the present time, there are
no other classes meeting on this floor. It is not wise or forward thinking to have our children and workers meeting exclusively in this isolated space.
Third Baptist Children’s ministry must have space, which is open, secure and reflects the best we have
to offer families in our church and community. The transition to Fellowship Hall will will offer these advantages. Ministries, meals and fellowships can easily transfer over to Johnson Hall.
The Children’s Department must end shared space with Preclarus (or others who will rent our facility).
For these reasons, the present location offers little room for growth. The move to Fellowship Hall will
end cycle of shared space and children will have exceptional space used exclusively for children’s ministries to church and community.

continued on page two
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From the Pastor
From the Pastor...
continued from page one
Installation of Modular Pews in 4th Floor Memorial Chapel
The Memorial Chapel offers exceptional space for
contemplation, discipleship and worship. The present
set-up is limiting and constraining. The pews are old and
too close together (I know our society has gained a little
girth since the pews were first installed). Exits and entrances to pews are limiting.
The removal of the existing pews and installation of
modular pews will open up a wide variety of ministry
opportunities. Memorial Chapel could be used frequently by Sunday school classes, college, discipleship, music
and worship groups. Seating could be arranged to effectively meet the desired needs of any group using Memorial Chapel.

An example of modular pews recommended for
Memorial Chapel

Screen will be installed in Sanctuary
In our discussions, my perception is this component produces the highest level of anxiety. However,
when meeting face to face anxiety seems to be lowered.
Some helpful details about the proposed sanctuary screen:
 When not in use, the screen cannot be seen.
 can be lowered or raised to any desired height
 will not cover choir
 will not be used as a replacement for hymnals
 Monitors will be provided for choir to view what is projected on screen
 will take about 45 seconds to raise and lower
 will be lowered by thin wires, mostly invisible to the congregation
 will not be used in every worship service
 Some examples of screen’s implementation in worship:
 Skype with Missionaries or members on missions location
 Visuals from Youth and Children’s Ministries (such as camp, VBS, etc.). We presently implement these visuals in worship. The images are shown on small, stand alone screen, which
stays up for entirety of worship.
 Family photos, if suggested by family, for weddings or funerals
 Visuals for discipleship studies, special speakers or community worship events outside of
Sunday Morning Worship.
 Display artwork or images— which enhance sermon or worship experience.
 Pastor will not use screen as sermon outline. The screen will only be used if visual literacy
will increase our flow and direction of Sunday Morning Worship.
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From the Pastor
From the Pastor...
continued from page two
How are we paying for these recommendations?




Monies are available through children’s and Trustee contingency funds.
No monies are being used which affect operational budget.
Anonymous donor has offered to pay for all items related to installation of screen.

Beloved, thanks for your continued generosity to Third. Giving is generous. Our fellowship is strong.
Let’s move forward together and approve these recommendations. The result will have positive
effects on our congregational health and opening creative avenues of sharing our message of grace,
redemption and reconciliation in the city.
Blessings,
Tommy

September Worship
September 4, Rev. Maria Stinnett preaching
At the Well, John 4:7-30, 39-42
September 11, Dr. Tommy Simons preaching
Texts from September 11, 2001: Three Lessons,
Romans 8:28-39, Psalm 25:2-3
A Homecoming Story
Rembrandt’s “Return of the Prodigal Son” is visual
resource for exploring major players in the parable.
September 18
The Younger Son, Luke 15:11-32

September 25
The Older Son, Luke 15:11-32

Page 4

Children’s Ministry
“Out of the Basement”
When I began my professional career as a children’s minister in
2004, one of the first books I read was Out of the Basement: A
Holistic Approach to Children's Ministry by Diane Olson. In her
book, Olson describes how, in many churches, the children’s
ministry is housed in the basement of the church. This is not
because the people in the church don’t care about the children,
but because the people in the church believe that children will
be happy in any space. Olson goes further to explain how it is
time for churches to bring children’s ministry out of the metaphoric basement into full visibility and participation in the life of
the church.
As a budding children’s minister, this book made a huge impact
on how I approached my ministry with children and families in
the local church. My philosophy of ministry is based upon on the
belief that children should be seen as fully participating members of the community of faith.

On Sunday, August 21, one of our
TBC’s kids, Alexis Fay, welcomed
the congregation to worship.

Often we hear people say, “children are the future of the church,” which is a true statement. But I
would go further to say that “children are the church of today.” Children are active participants in the
church as they are being formed into disciples of Christ.
Ministering to the children and families in this church is a privilege. The members of Third work hard
to support the children of this church and their spiritual formation. We have many, many adults, who
willingly give hours, days and weeks to the spiritual development of children. What a blessing! But, it
is time for us to evaluate the space we give to our children.
Our elementary aged children are located on the second floor of the west wing of the building. Currently, our two elementary Sunday School classes are the only classes meeting on this wing of the
building. It is an isolatied location.
The leadership of our church has proposed that we convert the Fellowship Hall to a state of the art
ministry area for children. Moving the children to the Fellowship Hall would increase the visibility of
our children’s ministry because it is a more inclusive space. Also, moving the children to Fellowship
Hall would demonstrate our church’s commitment to the spiritual formation of children.
Recently, a colleague from my divinity school, Alan Sherouse, pastor of First Baptist Church, Greensboro, NC wrote a blog about how Jesus welcomed children in the Gospel of Mark. My friend noted
how radical it was for Jesus to welcome children to him.
continued on page 10
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Youth Ministry
We survived the summer!
We survived the summer!!!! It has been a whirlwind for the past few months! There have been countless numbers of hilarious games, mosquito bites, hours of activities in the blazing hot sun, worship
services, and cases of claustrophobia during long van rides, but we did it all!

Thanks again to all the support from family members and volunteers who made this summer possible.
We have put up some videos and pics on our Facebook page (facebook.com/ThirdBaptistChurch) if you
would like to see our youth in some awesome/hilarious/embarrassing situations.
But there is no time to rest!! Soon, about 100 teenagers and adults shall be descending upon our
church for the annual American Baptist Youth Conference on November 4-6! It is a weekend filled with
worship, service projects and shenanigans focused on providing students with the time and opportunity to reflect on the spiritual journey and how to translate “mountain top” spiritual experiences into
practical, real life spiritual disciplines and service. Our kids have been blessed by this conference many
times in the past and they are super excited to have all of their friends from around the region come to
our church in order to do it all again!!
In order for the ABY Conference to prove a success, we need your help! While the vast majority of
youth and leaders shall be staying in hotels for the weekend, some churches will need to be hosted by
us. If you have the space and the willingness to allow 3-5 students and their adult sponsor to spend a
few nights in your home, please contact me so I can share all the details about hosting expectations
and the weekend schedule. In my experience, having these awesome young people staying in homes
has always been a blessing and I hope several of you will be able to experience the same!!
Thanks again for being so supportive of our young people this summer. Now bring on Fall!!
Blessings,
Travis

Dogwood Camp,
Chattanooga, TN
with First Baptist,
Chattanooga!
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In Our Church & Community
Stewardship: Let Your Light Shine
October 2
Shine, Jesus Shine
John 1:5

Third Baptist
Church
Stewardship
Emphasis 2016

October 9
Let Your Light Shine: Saint Louis
Jeremiah 29:7
October 16
Let Your Light Shine: Home and Country
Hosea 12:6
October 23
Let Your Light Shine: Home to the Ends of
the Earth
Matthew 28:16-20
Consecration Sunday

Consecration Sunday
Celebration & Picnic
Sunday, October 23
Following worship
Stupp Center,
Tower Grove Park
The church will provide fried chicken
and drinks. Please bring sides and
desserts to share.
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In Our Church & Community

Saturday, October 1
Time:

Noon (Lunch will be served.)

Location:

Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church
2701 Cole Street, St. Louis, MO 63106
(The church is located behind the Central Patrol of the St. Louis Police Department.)

Please join Tommy and members of several area churches in dialogue concerning creative avenues of
ministry and discipleship to our community. Participating churches include Antioch Baptist, Dayspring
Baptist, Second Baptist, Southern Union Missionary Baptist and Third Baptist.
This will be a good time of fellowship and encouragement for churches navigating ministry in St. Louis.
Space is limited. If you are interested in participatin, please email Tommy (tsimons@third-baptist.org).

Thank you!
A big THANK YOU to the congregation for your support, once again, of the Back-to-Supply drive.

As you saw in the blessing during August 14th’s in morning
worship, numerous students will start the year with
backpacks, pencils, scissors, glue and paper thanks to your
generosity!

Blessings to you for your continued support,
New Horizons Sunday School Class
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In Our Church & Community
Wednesday Night
Adult Discipleship
Debuting Wednesday, September 7
5:00 PM— Dinner
6:00 PM— An Exploration of the Old
Testament
Our journey will begin with Genesis and end with Malachi. We will
discuss:
 date and authorship
 relevant applications to spiritual formation
 historical background and theme

Friday Pipes Schedule
September 2016
Join us on Fridays at 12:30 PM in the Sanctuary for a 30 minute concert. Following the concert, refreshments will be available in the Pillsbury Threshold.
9

William Sullivan, Organist
Laclede Groves Chapel, Webster Groves, Missouri

16

Scott Montgomery, Director of Music Ministries and Organist
Holy Cross Roman Catholic Church, Champaign, Illinois

23

Mary Beth Wittry, Director of Music
St. Gabriel the Archangel Catholic Church, St. Louis, Missouri

30

Jackson Borges, Organist and Director of Music
All Saint’s Church and Saint George’s Chapel, Rehoboth Beach, Delaware
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Adult Sunday School

New Adult Bible Study Class
Debuting Sunday, September 18

The Window
Directed by Mr. Jerry Bryan
Taught by Dr. Tommy Simons
The class is for members not connected to any adult Sunday School Class,
guests of Third Baptist Church, all in the community.

The class will be:
 intergenerational
 discussion oriented
 Informal
 Inspirational
 welcoming to all

The class will meet in the
pastor’s office on the
second floor.
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In Our Church & Community

Birthdays

Children’s Ministry
continued from page 4
In his blog, Alan wrote:
As Jesus famously welcomes the children in
Mark chapter 9, sometimes we picture him
cradling a swaddled newborn or bouncing a
toddler on his lap to soften the hearts of
those around him. But beyond our sentimental conceptions of the scene, he was proclaiming something radical in this welcome.
...When Jesus says welcome the children, it is
a call to consider our relationship to all of
those who are at risk. (Source: https://
baptistnews.com/article/how-are-thechildren-not-well/)
As we consider the proposed changes to our
facility, let us consider our relationship with the
children in our church and in our community.
Let us follow in the footsteps of Jesus as we
extend a radical welcome to the children in our
midst.
Grace and peace,
Maria

1
2
3
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
17
21
22
24
27

Demetria Bryant
Alan Jay
Lela Jones
Danny Lawrence
Saivon Jackson
Richard Henderson
Jeanne Floeh, André McDaniel
Juan Moore
Patrick Owen
Lera Bryant, Annetta Rainey
Willard Swyers
Monica Boyd
Demetrius Bryant, Marilyn Buckmaster,
Steven Gore
Pat Grunwald, Judy Vansickle
Dale Philpot
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This Month at Third
September 2016
4

Doughnut and Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship
Financial Peace University

6
7

Staff Meeting

11

Doughnut and Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship
Financial Peace University
Church Council Meeting

13

Staff Meeting
WMS Meeting & Lunch

14

Friendship International
Fellowship Dinner
Adult Bible Study, Youth Activities,
Children’s Activities
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

17
18

Food Pantry

Friendship International
Fellowship Dinner
Adult Bible Study, Youth Activities,
Children’s Activities
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Doughnut and Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship
Business Meeting

20

Staff Meeting
Men’s Support Group

21

Friendship International
Fellowship Dinner
Adult Bible Study, Youth Activities,
Children’s Activities
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

25

Doughnut and Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship

28

Friendship International
Fellowship Dinner
Adult Bible Study, Youth Activities,
Children’s Activities
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Sunday Schedule
9:30 AM—Doughnut & Coffee Fellowship
9:45 AM—Sunday School, various locations
11:00 AM—Worship, Sanctuary

Wednesday Schedule
5:00 PM—Fellowship Dinner
6:00 PM—Adult Bible Study, Children’s
Activities, Youth Activities
7:00 PM—Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

In the city for good!
620 North Grand Blvd.
Saint Louis, MO 63103
www.third-baptist.org
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