Third Base
•

From the pastor:

Let’s Gather Around the Table
Note from the Pastor: Church newsletters are prepared one month in advance. As we were going to press,
the Stockley decision resulted in protests and glimmers of hope for our city. Some of my thoughts are
included in the sermon “Martin and Melancholy” (September 17). I encourage you to listen online at your
convenience. Let us continue to love our city. God has planted Third in a location which can bring about
healing and reconciliation.

Welcome to Third!
Thank you for continuing to reach out to our community. Third welcomes the
Wabara family to our community.
Let’s Gather Around the Table
The guests who enters our campus are journeying through unfamiliar territory. Those who enter our space are searching for connection, fellowship and
faith. Third continues to build a culture of acceptance. However, our Sanctuary is a blessing and a challenge.
Third’s Sanctuary was built in 1945 to accommodate 2,000. So, unless Bonnie
McDaniel is handing out free sweet rolls, I don’t believe we’ll hit that mark in
the near future. Beloved, here is our challenge: I believe our worship experience is
better served— for members and guests—by gathering closer around the
table. Why?

Kingsley, Morayo, Nneoma
and Obim Wabara

•

The size of our space can be rather intimidating. And those who are visiting for the first time tend to sit in
the back not connected to any of our Third family.

•

Gathering closer together will enhance our experience of Communion. Third members and guests need to
experience passing of the Bread and Cup to one another.

•

Gathering together offers those who are leading worship a better chance to connect and communicate
through spoken word or song.

•

Gathering together will improve personal conversations—before and following worship—with members
and guests.

continued on page two
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Word from the Pastor

So, what do I mean by gathering together “around
the table?"
We need to gather “between the poles” in our
sanctuary.
This space will allow comfortable seating for over
300.
It is a joy to journey together! God continues to bless
us with new members and ministries which reach out
to our community.
If you have any questions about the Sitting Between the Poles doctrine of 2017, don’t hesitate to drop a note
(tsimons@third-baptist.org). And if you are still experiencing anxiety about sitting closer, I’m sure Bonnie
can pass along one of her sweet rolls—a definite cure for most ailments.
Stewardship 2017
Thanks to our Stewardship Committee for all their hard work. Beverly Odell
has planned special components for our worship experience October 22,
October 29 and November 5.
A few dates to remember:
• October 1: 2018 budget requests are due to Tom Kurtz and/or Pastor
• October 22, October 29 and November 5: opportunities in worship to turn in
pledge cards
• November 5: Consecration Luncheon at Tower Grove Park

All Aboard the Steward Ship

Wednesday Night Discipleship for Adults

We continue to enjoy good attendance and fellowship for our Wednesday night gatherings. An in-depth
look at the magisterial reformers: Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli and John Calvin guide our journey. Dinner is
served at 5:00 PM. Adult discipleship begins promptly at 6:00 PM in Johnson Fellowship Hall.
October Worship
October 1: Reformation at 500: Zwingli: Lessons for Patriots
October 8: Reformation at 500: Calvin: Lessons from Exile
October 15: Reformation at 500: Servetus: The Tragedy of Echo Chambers
October 22-November 5: Steward Ship (Special worship components planned by Stewardship Committee)
Blessings all,
Tommy
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October sees some exciting and unusual musical offerings in and outside of Sunday mornings.
Our bass section leader, Adam Kosberg, has already graced us with his solo prowess on the
trombone, but on October 8 he will bring his wonderful brass ensemble, “nightmusic” to lead
our worship; the previous evening the group will present a concert outside in Strauss Park to
entertain those on their way to the Fox or the symphony, demonstrating TBC’s role as an active
partner in the arts district that is Grand Center.

Church/Community

Music in Worship

On October 22 we sample the music of Thomas Dunhill, an English prominent teacher and
composer in the last century who created a stirring setting of the Pilgrim Song written by John
Bunyan. As the weekly sermons move through different figures in the Reformation, the music at
worship will try to reflect their message, including a remarkable ‘funeral procession’ from The
Burning of Servetus by the young composer Nathan Nokes. On another Sunday, it will be quite a
challenge to complement the teachings of Zwingli since he advocated the removal of music
from worship, but we have a few surprises up our sleeve!
At the end of the month, to enrich the spiritual metaphor of “Life On The Sea,” the choir will
present a stirring, if somewhat unfamiliar, spiritual, Deep Water, while pianist Lansin Kimler will
begin her voyage through a series of Sea Pictures by the 19th century American composer,
Edward Macdowell. These will continue in November as she encounters musical icebergs,
becalmed ships, and the ocean deep.
Philip Barnes
Director of Music

Saint Louis Chamber Chorus
Our Director of Music conducts the Saint Louis Chamber Chorus in the opening concert of its
62nd season. This will be presented at Centenary Methodist Church downtown, near Union
Station, at 3:00 PM on Sunday, October 1st. The program includes many pieces depicting
dances of one sort or another, and takes its title from a brand new work, Tonight I Dance
Alone, written specially for the occasion by Mårten Jansson, who will be flying here from his
native Sweden for the premiere. Tickets may be purchased online,
at www.chamberchorus.org, or by calling (636) 458-4343, or at the door. The Chamber Chorus's next performance will be at Third Baptist, on November 12th.
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Music at Third

Friday Pipes
Each concert begins at 12:30 PM and is followed by a reception.
October Schedule
6

Matt Palisch, Adjunct Professor of Organ,
Southeast Missouri State University

13

Ann Marie Rigler, College Organist, Professor of Organ,
William Jewell College, Liberty, Missouri

20

Rose Whitmore, College Organist, Assistant Professor,
Principia College, Elsah, Illinois

27

Timothy Jansen,
St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church, St. Louis

In Concert
Adam Kosberg
(of Third’s Sanctuary Choir)
and brass band:
nightmusic

Saturday, October 7
6:30 PM
Strauss Park
 All are invited to Strauss Park (across from the church)
 Mix and mingle with patrons entering Fox and Powell theaters
 An opportunity for faith conversations and invitation to our church community
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Church/Community

Courageous Conversations
Hosted by
Third Baptist Church, Antioch Baptist Church, Dayspring
Baptist Church, Second Baptist Church of Richmond Heights and
Southern Union Missionary Baptist Church
Saturday, October 14, 2017
12:00 PM – 2:00 PM
9030 Clayton Road
Second Baptist Church in Richmond Heights 63117
St. Louis, Missouri
Light Lunch Provided
Special Guest
Dr. Sandra Weissinger editor of the book:
Violence Against Black Bodies

Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon
Sunday, October 15
The Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon returns to St. Louis on Sunday, October 15. Please note: North Grand
Blvd between Delmar Blvd and Olive Street will be closed until 9:30 AM. For more information
on the race route, go to: http://www.runrocknroll.com/st-louis/.

Boo Bash
October 31, 4:00 PM—8:00 PM
Join our Grand Center neighbors for a family friendly Halloween party in Strauss Park. There will
be activities for children, including a bounce house. Local businesses, including Third, will be
open for trick-or-treaters.

Donations of candy are needed for the event. Please leave your candy donations in the children’s
space. For more information, see Maria Stinnett.

Third Base │ 5

College Ministry

College/Young Professionals Worship Gathering
6:00 PM Mondays

Sometimes church should be simple.

If you need a place to search for good answers to your good questions
A place where you can have community that will let you be you without filters

A place to breathe, be still, and have your spirit refreshed
A place to experiment with new ideas and old spiritual practices
Then come and try out a different style of worship
No loud bells or whistles or convoluted programs
Prayer. Conversations. Dialogue. Community.
All you need to do is show up
It’s that simple
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Youth Ministry

Looking Forward to the Fall
Hey, friends!
September was a great month. We had an epic night of karaoke and trampoline jumping with
our youth girls. We had a blast playing games and eating food over at Pastor Tommy’s
house. We also began our new worship arts hour on Wednesday night where we experiment
with various music, drama and art practices. A good month for our group indeed!
It has been a long and glorious summer…yet I fear…winter is coming! But not quite yet!!
Before the air proves a bit too cold, our youth group shall be venturing off to Brookdale Farm
for an afternoon of Corn Mazes, Hay Rides, Petting Zoos and more!! On Saturday, October 21
following our work efforts at the Food Pantry, we will aim to leave the church at 1:00 PM and
arrive back at the church around 4:30 PM. Third shall cover the food and admission cost, but
kiddos will need to pay for any extra attractions. So, while the Mazes, Hayrides, Petting Zoo,
Corn Cannon, Cow Train, and Hay Jump are all included, participants will need to pay for buying
a pumpkin, Knockerball, or ammo for the epic “pumpkin slingshot” (yes, it is as glorious as it
sounds). For a full list of all the activities available and pricing, check
out www.brookdalesfarmsinc.com. If you or a loved one are interested in joining us, just shoot
an email to tadams@third-baptist.org.
November is quickly approaching us as well! That means it’s time for yet another American
Baptist Youth Gathering! This year the event will be hosted at Elliot Ave Baptist Church on
November 3-5. Registration should be available soon! Keep an eye on abygathering.com or
email me soon so we can ensure your favorite teenager is signed up for an epic weekend of
worship, games, workshops, and fellowship.
Thanks once again for your continual support! It should be an excellent Fall!
Blessings,
Travis
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Missions

Global Missions

Fall Fundraiser
Bake Sale and Silent Auction
October 8, 2017

Want to eat good things and help a good cause? You are in luck!
Following the morning service on Oct. 8, we shall be selling a
variety of individually wrapped baked goods!
Cakes, brownies and cookies! Oh my!
For those lacking a sweet tooth, we shall also be conducting a
silent auction with a variety of different items to win!
Proceeds from the auctions and chocolate concoctions will be
combined with the efforts of other American Baptist Churches in
the Great Rivers Region to help support the Murrow Indian
Children’s Home in Muskogee, Oklahoma.
If you are interested in donating to our cause, contact
Travis Adams: tadams@third-baptist org.
To learn more about the incredible work of Murrow Indian
Children's Home, check out
murrowindianchildrenshome.org
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We would like to introduce you to the brand new, recently christened "Steward Ship," which
will begin its maiden voyage on Sunday, October 22, 2017. All members, visitors and friends of
Third Baptist Church are heartily encouraged to sign on for this voyage and its festivities.
For two weeks (including three Sundays) you will be regaled with enjoyable experiences beyond
your wildest imagination. All the while, you will have ample rest and relaxation time while
lounging on the promenade deck to prayerfully consider your Giving Plan for the 2018 Ministries
of Christ through Third Baptist Church.

Church/Community

All Aboard the Steward Ship

We look forward to welcoming each one of you to your upcoming cruise on the TBC Steward
Ship!

TBC

All Aboard The Steward Ship

ShelbyNext Membership App
Connect with the church using the ShelbyNext Membership App, available for both Apple and
Android devices. The app gives you access to Third’s directory. Also, you can make one-time or
recurring contributions to the church directly from the app. For more information on the
ShelbyNext Membership App, contact Maria Stinnett or Tom Kurtz.
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Church/Community

Operation Christmas Child
Empty shoeboxes will be available on Sunday, October 8, after church. Suggested gifts are
school supplies, hygiene items, socks, and at least one nice toy. All items should be new, but
packaging may be removed to allow more space in the box. Customs regulations this year
prohibit liquids, toothpaste, and food (including packaged or loose candy). Please return your
filled box to Third on Sunday, November 12th or deliver it to a Relay Center during that week.
(See www.samaritanspurse/OCC.org for locations of Relay Centers.)
Please remember to pray for the child who will be receiving your box!
Contact Laverne Graham or Pat Whitt if you have any questions.
As always, a booklet about Jesus in the native language of the recipient is included with each
box at distribution, along with an invitation from a local Christian church for follow-up.

Des Peres Fund Applications Due October 31
The Des Peres Baptist Church Fund for Inner City Ministries is to provide funding for compassionate
and relevant ministries in St. Louis city that address spiritual and physical needs as the Church strives
to be the presence of Christ in the city for good. The deadline for submitting grant applications is
October 31, with grants being paid in December. Applications are available in the church office.

Online Giving
Online giving is an easy and efficient way to make a one time or recurring gift to the
ministries of Third Baptist Church. To give online, go to shelbygiving.com/tbc or
scan the accompanying QR code.

Birthdays
1
3
7
9
12
16
17

Bonnie McDaniel
Robert Donelly, Luther Jackson
Paul Schmidt
Mona Harrison
Eliot Barnes
Alan Sasser
Jerry Bryan
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19
22
25
27
28
31

Sondra Novell-Lay
Alexandria Hamilton, Judy Parham
Mary Lynom
Ruby Whiteside
Michael Russell
Jacquelyn Madey

October Events

October Events
1
2
3

Regular Sunday Schedule

4
6
8

Regular Wednesday Schedule

9
10

College & Young Professional Gathering

11
13
15
16
17

Regular Wednesday Schedule

18
20
21
22
23
24

Regular Wednesday Schedule

25

Regular Wednesday Schedule

College & Young Professionals Gathering
WMS Meeting
Staff Meeting

27
29
30
31

Friday Pipes
Regular Sunday Schedule
College & Young Professionals Gathering
Staff Meeting

Friday Pipes

Regular Sunday Schedule
Global Missions Fundraiser

WMS Meeting
Staff Meeting

Friday Pipes
Regular Sunday Schedule
College & Young Professional Gathering

Men’s Support Group
Staff Meeting

Friday Pipes
Food Pantry
Regular Sunday Schedule
College & Young Professional Gathering
WMS Meeting
Staff Meeting

Sunday Schedule
9:30 AM Doughnut & Coffee
Fellowship
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship, Sanctuary
Noon
Fellowship,
Pillsbury Threshold

Wednesday Schedule
9:00 AM Friendship International
3:15 PM Third Readers
5:00 PM Fellowship Dinner
6:00 PM Adult Bible Study,
Children’s Activities,
Youth Activities
7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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In the city for good!
620 North Grand, St. Louis, MO 63103
Church Office: 314.533.7340
third-baptist.org

Staff
Dr. Tommy Simons

Ella Banks

Tom Kurtz

PASTOR

RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT

BUSINESS MANAGER

Rev. Travis Adams

Byron Greer

Lansin Lim Kimler

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
STUDENTS & MISSIONS

BUILDING SUPERVISOR

PIANIST

Timothy Harrison

Christine McCarthy

Rev. Maria Stinnett

CUSTODIAN

FINANCE

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR
CHILDREN &
COMMUNICATIONS

Karen Stewart &
Linda Freiburghaus

Raymond Murphy

Philip Barnes
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

CUSTODIAN

CHURCH HISTORIANS

Brent Johnson
ORGANIST

Sally Stevenson
PARISH NURSE

